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Upcoming Events:

Tuesday, April 1 at5 p.m.:
Lay Speakers Meeting

Thursday, April 3
6 p.m.: Trustee’s Meeting
6:30 p.m.: Ad Council Meeting

Sunday, April 6:
11 a.m.: SHARE Sign Up
11:30 a.m.: Teacher & Volunteer
Appreciation Luncheon

Tuesday, April 8 at 9:30 a.m.:
UMW Meeting

Tuesday & Wednesday, April 8 and 9:
Bright Futures Screening at church

Tuesday, April 15:
9:30 a.m.: UMW Circle Meeting
6 p.m.: Membership Comm. Meeting

Thursday, April 17 at 6:30 p.m.:
Alpha Group meets at Downard’s

Tuesday, April 22 at 6 p.m.:
Building Study Team Meeting

Thursday, April 24
11 a.m.: Methodist Wellness Center
Screenings at the church
12 noon: MANNA Meal

Saturday, April 26 at 10 a.m.:
SHARE Distribution

Sunday, April 27:
11 a.m.: Fellowship Time after
Worship Service
11:30 a.m.: Meeting for Young
Disciples ministry leaders and helpers

Tuesday, April 29 at 6:30 p.m.:
PPR Committee Meeting
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We are followers of Jesus
Connecting to God and
One another, growing in
Faith and pouring our
lives Into serving others.

The United Methodist Church of ElImwood
Mark Graham: Pastor
Kris Petermeyer: Administrative Assistant
Office: 742-7221 Pastor's Home: 309-692-2264
Pastor’s Cell: 309-258-2258
e-mail: markbegraham@yahoo.com or markbegraham@elmnet.net

Building Study Survey
of
The Entire Congregation

Sundays in April
Beginning April 6

Survey will be taken
during worship.

Share your thoughts...
Share your ideas...
Shape the future...




Building Study Team Update

The Building Study Team has completed a
guestionnaire that will be used to survey the
congregation to assess the ministry needs for
our church and to assess what facilities are
needed to best accommodate the church’'s
ministry priorities.

The survey will be conducted during the
worship service on the first three Sundays in
April beginning April 6 . All members, friends,
and youth 13 years and above are asked to fill
out the survey. Our hope is to have 100%
participation from the congregation. The
Building Study Team is wanting to get the
most accurate picture of the needs of the
congregation. You will have a chance to
share through this survey your concerns for
the kinds of programs you believe we should
offer and for you to share what facilities you
believe are needed. Members and friends who
are not present on Sunday April 6 will have the
opportunity to fill out a survey on April 13 or
April 20.

Once the survey of the congregation is
completed, a survey will be conducted door to
door to assess the ministry needs in our
community and in the surrounding area. Once
this information is collected, a document will
be prepared to summarize all our findings, to
further clarify the purpose and values of our
congregation, and to make a recommendation
to the Administrative  Council.  The
congregation will be informed every step along
the way as we move towards its completion.

Please keep this process in your prayers.
The Building Study Team looks forward to
your participation in this process and looks
forward to hearing from you.

In loving memory, we extend our deepest
sympathy to the loved ones of Lloyd Windish,
who passed away March 14.

Update On Considering A
Second Sunday Worship Service

A meeting was conducted on Sunday
March 16 to receive feedback from the
congregation concerning the possible addition
of a second Sunday worship service. Several
people shared how they like having a full
sanctuary and are concerned that going to two
worship services would cut down the numbers
in both services. Their concern was that we
would lose that positive feeling of having a full
sanctuary. Others shared concerns about not
seeing the people in the other service and
losing a sense of unity — of being one family.
Many shared that more room could be made
available for additional newcomers by sitting
close and many of the regulars either moving
up to the front or moving to chairs set up in the
front of the sanctuary or out in the lobby area.
Several concerns were expressed about
parking. Among the suggestions were to paint
lines on the parking lot, use parking attendants
to communicate availability of parking spaces,
-- especially in the back lot, and expansion of
the parking lot.

The Administrative Council will be meeting
on Thursday, April 3 to consider all the input
that was given and to make recommendations
to maintain the growth and momentum that we
have been experiencing. The Trustees will
also be looking at options for maximizing our
parking area. In the meantime, those of you
who are regular participants in worship and
consider yourselves to be committed followers
of Christ need to think about what you can do
right now to make room for newcomers, to
extend Christian hospitality to those who find
their way to our church for the first time.
Christ has called us to serve and to give
ourselves generously to others.

| encourage those of you who are regulars
to: 1) park in the back lot; 2) sit up in the front;
and 3) go out of your way to welcome and
accommodate those who are new among us.
Christ is blessing our efforts. It is my prayer
that we continue to be a warm and friendly
place that is open and welcoming to all who
are seeking God.

Next Steps...Operating Out of
Our Strengths

Now that we are completing this series on
“Putting Your Strengths to Work,” some of you
have been asking about what’s next. Some
have asked me if there will be opportunities to
sign up for an area of ministry that matches
your strength. The answer is “Yes.” | realize
some of you are already serving in areas of
strength. | hope that you feel affirmed by God
and by the church that you have a chance to
use your strengths.

Some of you may feel mismatched. You
have taken on a certain position on a
committee or ministry team and it has turned
out to be draining for you rather than
something you enjoy. If this is true for you,
then the church will work with you to make a
switch to something that is a better fit for you
and your strengths. The goal for our church is
to have every Christ follower serving in the
area of greatest strength. If you move out of a
position that weakens you, it is our job to trust
that God will send the right person along to
take care of the responsibilities that weaken
you. Your weaknesses will most likely fit
someone else’s strengths.

| also want to provide more opportunities
for you to discover your strengths and for
some of you to find new ways to use your
strengths to further the Kingdom of God.

Here are some of the opportunities you
might want to consider:

* Work Day at Big Sky Camp - Saturday
in April, 9:00 a.m. — Noon. (To Be Arranged)
We will be laying brick for patios.

* Work Day with the Dream Center in
Peoria — Saturday in April or May: We will be
picking up trash and cleaning up along the
streets in a residential area in Peoria.

* South Side Mission in Peoria—Possible
projects include: working in the soup kitchen,
helping in the homeless shelter, supervising
children in an after school program.
(September, October)

* Door to Door surveying in EImwood  and
surrounding communities for the Building
Study Team. (May, June)

* Give-aways at the Ball Park or at Central
Park in EImwood . (May, June)

* Work Day at the Midwest Distribution
Center in Chatham, lllinois packing flood
buckets, medical supplies, school bags for
Haiti, and organizing items in the warehouse.
(November)

* Helping to serve lunch at Loaves and Fish
Ministry on a Saturday at the First United
Methodist Church in Peoria. (May, June)

Other possibilities: home repair, free car
wash, free oil change/vehicle inspection, or
anything else that God has put on your
heart.

Some of these projects are best for
people who prefer doing hard work with
minimal people-to-people contact. Some of
these projects are best for people who prefer
working one on one with others or working
directly with the poor. Some of these
projects are right in EImwood among people
you know. What fits you best?

The next step for us as a congregation is
to move beyond the walls of the church to
love God and love one another. Through
prayer and through stepping out in faith, we
will find the right places to serve.

As you look over this list there may be
something that jumps out at you or maybe
there is something else that you don’t see on
the list but you know that you'd enjoy it, if
you were given the opportunity.

Take the initiative to find a good match.
See if there are others in your small group or
in your circle of friends that will join you. See
what God blesses and go for it. | can’t wait
to see what our church is going to look like
as more and more people move toward
serving with their strengths.
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A Teacher and Volunteer Appreciation
Luncheon is scheduled for Sunday, April 6
at 11:30 a.m. in the fellowship hall for all
teachers, volunteers and their families. All
youth and their families are also invited to
attend and help us show our appreciation
for all the time, effort, and dedication
shown by our teachers and volunteers.
Lunch will be provided by the Fellowship
Committee.

Summer Camp

The Youth are selling Little Caesar’s pizza
kits to raise money for camp. They will
have a table in the church foyer after the
worship service on Sunday, March 30 to
take orders. The completed order forms
are due back to Karla Kane by April 2.
The pizzas will be delivered approximately
April 11. See Karla for more information.

The IGRC summer camp brochures are
available in the office. If you are
interested in Faith Bible Camp near Yates
City, you may visit their website at
www.faithbiblecamp.com or call (309)
358-1421 for more information.

Young Disciples Workers:  There will be

a meeting for all who assist with the
Young Disciples ministry on Sunday, April
27 at 11:30 a.m.

Graduates: If you or a family member is
graduating from kindergarten through college
this year, please let the church office know as
soon as possible. Thanks.

Scholarships: Any high school graduate who
has been an active participant in the church
and would like to apply for a UMC of EImwood
Scholarship may do so by filing out an
application. Applications are available from
Marilee Hurst or the church office and must be
turned into the Scholarship Committee by
June 1. Committee members include: Marilee
Hurst, Don Forrest, Cheryl Whitehurst and
Chris Stevens. Contact Marilee Hurst at 742-
4271 for further information.

Josh Ruchotzke is a 7" grader at Farmington
Jr. High who has been hospitalized since
January 30" fighting a very serious illness. He
is currently being treated in Denver, CO and is
expected to remain in the hospital for a few
months. A fundraiser is being held on
Saturday, April 5 at the Farmington Jr./Sr. HS
to benefit his family. A Basketball Shoot Out
and Red Cross Blood Drive will begin at 3 p.m.
followed by a Spaghetti Supper, Auction,
Raffle, and Kids’ Games from 4 to 7 p.m. in
the Jr. High common area. Tickets are $5 in
advance and $6 at the door. Please keep
Josh and his family in your prayers. The local
Shoppers have an article with more details
running each week.

We are planning to paint and put up
new wallpaper in the men’s and women’s
restrooms and have the foyer painted
during the week of April 14. We will be
tearing off the old wallpaper and washing
down the walls on April 9-11 and could
use some assistance. If you would be
willing to help, please contact Lavonne
Rushing at 742-8010.

The Methodist Wellness Center will be at
the church on Thursday, April 24 from 9 to 11
a.m. to conduct cholesterol, blood pressure
and spirometry testing at no cost to you.
Fasting for 12 hours prior to the cholesterol
test is required. Screenings are done on a
first come, first serve basis. No appointment
is necessary. Please call 672-5904 for more
information.

Bright Futures will be conducting
screenings for Peoria County at the church on
Tuesday, April 8 and Wednesday, April 9.

UMW News

The lllinois River District United
Methodist Women will hold its Spring
Gathering on Monday, April 21, at the
Delavan United Methodist Church.
Gathering time is at 8:45 a.m.; the
program is from 9:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.
Richard Chrisman, IGRC Historian, will be
speaking on “Women in the Methodist
Movement.” The cost is $8 per person
and reservations are due by April 14. See
Evelyn Dorich for more information.
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Thank you to Lavonne Rushing and the
Worship Committee for putting together the
beautiful Easter Lily Cross and other
decorations in our church during the Easter
season. Thank you also to everyone who
purchased a lily bloom in memory and honor
of friends and family.

Thank you to our organists - Charlotte
Booth, Beth Martin, Bobbi Staples and Janis
Waite - who provided the lovely music for our
regular and special services during March.
Thank you to the Contemporary Music
Group, the choir, and anyone else who
provided special music or readings during
our Easter services. Thank you all for your
willingness to serve and share your talents
with us

Thank you to all who donated eggs and
candy for the Easter Egg hunt and to all who
helped organize the event and make it
happen — snow and all!



SERVING ON GOD’'S TEAM

April 6, 2008
GREETERS:

USHERS
LITURGIST:
ACOLYTES:

9 NURSERY:
10 NURSERY:
C CHURCH:

April 13, 2008
GREETERS:

USHERS:
LITURGIST:
ACOLYTES:

9 NURSERY:
10 NURSERY:
C CHURCH:

April 20, 2008
GREETERS:

USHERS:
LITURGIST:
ACOLYTES:

9 NURSERY:
10 NURSERY:
C CHURCH:

April 27, 2008
GREETERS:

USHERS:
LITURGIST:
ACOLYTES:

9 NURSERY:
10 NURSERY:
C CHURCH:

ATTENTION: If you are unable to serve on the day
given, find someone from the list to trade with.
Please let Lavonne Rushing or Michelle Armbruster
(for nursery) know if you no longer wish to serve or
if you wish to add your name to the list.

YOU!

10 AM WORSHIP

Wayne/Connie Dalton
Don/Marge Haahn

Mary Stenwall

Catie Tracy/Gabby Haskell
Shelli Shoop

Angie Tracy/Miranda Furrer
Lori Johnson/Allie Johnston

Don/Marge Haahn
Dennis/Cheryl Whitehurst
Celene Duley

Mia Stevens/Ashlyn Offenback
Alana Parm

Michelle/Taylor Armbruster
Shelli Shoop/Chelsea Morse

Vic/Chris Ewalt

Roland/Cathy Ekstrand

Tom Tracy

lan/Taylor Armbruster

Denise Dalton

Connie/Allie Johnston
Veronica Haskell/Ashley Duley

Jeff/Candy Reynolds

Tom Morse/Bob Paige
Mary Howard

Alex Vallas/Katie Fuller
Shelli Shoop

Michelle/lan Armbruster
Beth Martin/Chelsie Forrest

THANK



