
 
Upcoming Events: 
 
April 4 11 a.m. Camp Big Sky Open House 
 
April 5 11:30 a.m. SHARE Sign Up 
 
April 7 7 a.m. General Election 
 
April 9 7 p.m. Maundy Thursday Service 
 
April 10 7 p.m. Good Friday Service at 
  1

st
 Presbyterian Church 

 
April 12 7 a.m. Easter Sunrise Service 
 8 a.m. Breakfast at UMC Elmwood 
 
April 13 7 p.m. MANNA Board Meeting 
 
April 14 6:30 p.m. Membership Comm. Mtg. 
 
April 16 6 p.m. Building Committee Mtg. 
 
April 18 8:30 a.m. Acts of Kindness Cleanup 
  Day at Dream Center 
 
April 19 Noon Education Appreciation 
  Lunch 
 
April 23 6:30 p.m. Mother/Daughter Banquet 
 
April 25 9 a.m. Scrapbooking Workshop 
 10 a.m. SHARE Distribution 
 
April 26 2 p.m. Education Workshop 
 
April 28 6:30 p.m. VBS Committee Meeting 
  at Crossroads 
 
April 30 Noon MANNA Meal 
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The United Methodist Church of Elmwood 
Mark Graham:  Pastor 

Kris Petermeyer: Administrative Assistant 
Office: 742-7221  Pastor’s Home: 309-692-2264 

Pastor’s Cell:  309-258-2258 
Website: www.elmwoodumc.org 

e-mail:  markbegraham@yahoo.com 
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Holy Week  April 5 - 12 

 
Sunday, April 5 Palm Sunday  9:00 & 10:30 a.m. 
Thursday, April 9 Maundy Thursday  7:00 p.m. 
 
 
Community-Wide Worship Services 
Friday, April 10 Good Friday   7:00 p.m. First Presbyterian 
         208 N. Lilac 
 
Sunday, April 12 Easter Sunrise  7:00 a.m. United Methodist 
   Community Breakfast 8:00 a.m. United Methodist 
 
 
Easter Celebration at United Methodist Church of Elmwood 
Sunday, April 12 Easter Egg Hunt  9:30 a.m. 
Sunday, April 12 Easter Worship  10:30 a.m. 
 

We are followers of Jesus 
Connecting to God and 
One another, growing in 
Faith and pouring our 
Lives Into serving others. 
 

http://www.elmwoodumc.org/
mailto:markbegraham@yahoo.com


Mission News 
Camp Big Sky – A team from the church 

participated in a work day at Camp Big Sky on  
Saturday, March 28.  After a hard winter with ice, 
snow, and plenty of wind, there was a great deal 
of clean up to do to get the camp ready for 
summer. Thanks to everyone who gave their time 
and hard work to this local mission project.  There 
will be an open house at Camp Big Sky on  
Saturday, April 4, from 11 a.m. – 3 p.m. All church 
members and friends are welcome to see the 
camp and even go fishing, if you’d like. Directions 
to the camp are available at the church or on the 
Camp Big Sky website:  www.campbigsky.org. 
 

Dream Center Peoria  -- Last year we began a 

partnership with the Peoria First United Methodist 
Church to adopt a block in Peoria to link with 
neighbors and build relationships with those who 
are living in poverty.  Our participation last year 
was very fulfilling and productive as we served the 
people of Peoria in and around the Morton Square 
Park.  The first event for this year will be held on 
Saturday, April 18, from 8:30 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.  
Volunteers are needed to do some “spring 
cleaning” – picking up trash, raking leaves, and 
sprucing up the neighborhood in and around 
Morton Square in Peoria. If you are interested in 
participating, please sign up in the church foyer.  
Those who sign up can meet at the church at 
8:30 a.m. on April 18th and carpool together into 
Peoria.  We will finish the work by noon and 
return to Elmwood by 1:00 p.m. 
 

TRUSTEES UPDATE 

Ham and Beef Dinner 
Thanks to all who assisted with the Ham and 
Beef Dinner on March 14, 2009.  It was a very 
successful event due to your willingness to 
participate.  The rough estimate of money 
raised after expenses is $1,100. 
 

 

Building Study Update 
The Building Committee is in the early stages 
of contacting architects and capital campaign 
fund-raising consultants to: 1) Find an 
architect that will listen well to what we have 
determined are our needs for church facility 
expansion, and 2) Find a professional fund 
raising consultant that will get to know the 
congregation, listen to our concerns, and 
provide the expertise to raise the necessary 
funds to build on to the church. The 
committee anticipates that this process to 
choose an architect and for plans to be drawn 
for the congregation to see will take several 
months. Once an architect is chosen and 
preliminary plans are decided, there will also 
be an estimate of cost.  A presentation will be 
made to the entire congregation and to 
smaller groups within the church before any 
decision is made about building on to the 
present church structure.  All members of the 
church will have an opportunity to vote once 
a plan is proposed and the estimated cost is 
known.  It is hoped that a plan will be brought 
before the congregation and an all-church 
vote will take place late in the fall of 2009.  If 
you have questions about this process or 
concerning the Building Committee’s progress 
as we work through each stage, please 
contact Lawrence Kane, Building Committee 
Chairperson (lkane@s-pelmwood.com).  
 

Congratulations! 
Congratulations to Trevor Warren Deppe, the son 
of Matthew and Amy Deppe, who was baptized on 
Sunday, March 15.  Congratulations to Jackson 
Ryan Potts and Gracie Ann Potts, the son and 
daughter of Ryan and Rachel Potts, who were 
baptized on Sunday, March 22. 
 

Community-Wide Easter Sunrise Service 
 It has been the practice for several years 
for a number of the Elmwood churches to 
come together for special worship services 
during Holy Week. 
 First Presbyterian Church will be hosting 
the Good Friday Service on Friday, April 10, 
at 7 p.m.  Pastor Scott Livengood and Pastor 
Mark Graham will be presenting brief 
meditations on what the cross means for our 
lives today.  A combined choir from the 
participating churches will present an anthem. 
 We will be hosting the Easter Sunrise 
Service on Sunday, April 12, at 7a.m.  Pastor 
Gene Campbell will present the Easter 
message.  Music teams from Crossroads and 
our church will be leading the music.   
 In order to help people from our churches 
get better acquainted, we will be hosting a 
breakfast following the Easter Sunrise service 
here at the United Methodist Church.  The 
Fellowship Committee will be preparing egg 
casseroles for the breakfast.  Volunteers are 
needed to bring coffee cakes.  If you would 
like to donate a coffee cake please sign up in 

the church foyer. 
 

In Deepest Sympathy 
We extend our deepest sympathy to the loved 
ones of Mary Reed who passed away February 
25th.  Mary was the aunt of Gerry Reed.  We 
extend our sympathies to the loved ones of 
Shirley Bollinger who passed away on 
February 27.  She was the aunt of Warren 
Downard.  We also extend our deepest 
sympathy to the loved ones of Minnie Haahn, 
who passed away on March 8.  She was the 
sister-in-law of Don Haahn and Wilma Purtle. 

 

Let Us Reason Together 
 On March 15 we transitioned from one 
worship service on Sundays to two services – 
9 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.  It has been quite a 
change moving from a rather easy-going pace 

with one service to a very full morning.  
Even though the pace is a little more hectic, 
there is more seating available at both 
services. In the first two weeks, the 
combined attendance at both services has 
been 165 and 167.  There are new faces and 
voices that are leading worship and offering 
their gifts of music and drama and service 
during worship.  It is a great start to what I 
hope will continue to grow and will continue 
to draw people into relationship with Jesus 
Christ.  On March 22, there were five people 
who indicated that they were praying for 
the first time to give their lives to  Christ.  
Praise God for these blessings! 
 The challenge ahead of us is to keep 
serving and to keep inviting.  We’ve made 
room.  Now there is room to invite family 
and friends and neighbors to worship.  Think 
of those people you see from day to day 
who do not have a church home or the 
people you see that you don’t know if they 
have a church connection or not.  Pray to 
God for the opportunity to talk about your 
church and your faith in conversation.  
When the conversation heads in the right 
direction and you discover that people don’t 
have a church of their own, invite them to 
come check us out.  You might even offer to 
meet them out front so you can go in 
together.  There’s nothing more awkward 
than going into a church for the first time, so 
help to ease the awkwardness.  And then, 
whether you invite people or not, go the 
second mile to extend a warm and friendly 
welcome to people you see coming into the 
church.  Don’t worry if they are new or not.  
If they are new to you, then introduce 
yourself and let them know you’re glad to 
meet them and glad to be in church with 
them.  When people are noticed, affirmed, 
and encouraged they’ll be back.  Do your 
part to help us become the fruitful, joyful, 
and welcoming place God calls us to be. 

 Pastor Mark 

http://www.campbigsky.org/
mailto:lkane@s-pelmwood.com


 
 
EASTER EGG HUNT 
We are planning an Easter Egg Hunt at the 
church on Sunday, April 12, beginning at 
9:30 a.m. for ages up to 5th grade.  Celene Duley 
is coordinating the hunt and can use your help 
with donations of plastic eggs, wrapped candy 
or other items that can be put in the eggs.  
Please have your donations to the church by 
Sunday, April 5th.  If you are a Jr. or Sr. High 
youth and would like to help hide eggs, please 
let Celene know.  You would need to be at 
church by 9 a.m. on Sunday, April 12.  We are 
anticipating approximately 75 children will take 
part in the egg hunt.  Thank you. 

 
APPRECIATION LUNCH 
Everyone helping with youth ministries 
ɉÉÎÃÌÕÄÉÎÇ 3ÕÎÄÁÙ ÓÃÈÏÏÌȟ #ÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ #ÈÕÒÃÈȟ 
VBS, nursery and special activities) is invited to 
a free luncheon on Sunday, April 19, at noon.  
This also includes your families.  Please let Karla 
Kane know how many from your family will be 
attending.  You may contact her by phone at 
446-9454 or e-mail at kckane@s-

pelmwood.com.  
 

 
Summer church campers are selling seed 
packets to help raise funds for summer 
camp.  If you need seeds, brochures will be 
available this weekend and your support 
would be greatly appreciated.  Contact 
Jeanette Morse or Karla Kane if you need 
more information.  Orders need to be 
turned in to Jeanette by April 19th. 

 
 

Play Equipment Update 
Thank you very much to those of you who have 
supported the play equipment fundraising.  We 
have received donations of approximately $700 
and expect more in the coming weeks.  Visit our 
display in the foyer for more details on how to 
buy a portion of the play equipment.  Please 
prayerfull y consider how you can support this 
worthwhile project.  

 

Honor Your Special Day 
7Å ÁÒÅ ÐÌÅÁÓÅÄ ÔÏ ÁÎÎÏÕÎÃÅ ÁÎ Ȱ(ÏÎÏÒ 9ÏÕÒ 
3ÐÅÃÉÁÌ $ÁÙȱ ÐÒÏÇÒÁÍ ÔÏ ÂÅÎÅÆÉÔ ÔÈÅ ÐÌÁÙ 
equipment fundraising effort.  For $25 you may 
recognize a special day for a loved one, family 
member, or friend.  First, choose the date, such 
as a birthday or anniversary, and fill out one of 
the forms available at the play equipment 
display.  Next, turn in the form with your $25 to 
the church office or place it in the offering plate 
ÏÎ 3ÕÎÄÁÙ ÍÏÒÎÉÎÇÓȢ  9ÏÕÒ Ȱ(ÏÎÏÒÅÅȱ ×ÉÌÌ 
receive a certificate mailed to their home along 
with a letter explaining the program.  You may 
include a hand-written card, if desired.  Each 
Ȱ(ÏÎÏÒÅÅȱ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÎÏÔÅÄ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ×ÅÅËÌÙ ÂÕÌÌÅÔÉÎ 
and the monthly newsletter.  Please contact Lori 
Johnson at 742-4704 or by e-mail 

ljohnson2428@hotmail.com with any questions. 
 

 
 
JR. HIGH YOUTH 
The Jr. High Youth will meet on Sunday, 
April 5, and Sunday, April 19, from 2 to 4 
p.m. at the church. 

 

Mother-Daughter Banquet 
The UMW will host a Mother-Daughter 
Banquet on Thursday, April 23, at 6:30 p.m. 
at the church for all mothers, daughters, 
families and friend of the church.  The meal 
will be catered by J & G Cafe and the cost 
will be $7 per person.  Children under 6 
years of age are free.  The program will 
feature Rev. James Olsen of Stronghurst, IL 
×ÈÏ ×ÉÌÌ ÄÏ Á Ȱ#ÈÁÌË 4ÁÌËȱ ÐÒÅÓÅÎÔÁÔÉÏÎȢ  
Information for making reservations and 
purchasing tickets will be available in the 
near future in the Sunday bulletins or from 
UMW members. 

 

GRADUATES:  If you or a family member 
is graduating from kindergarten through 
college this year, please let the church office 
know as soon as possible.  Thanks. 

 
THANK YOU to everyone who made 
donations for the Ham & Beef Dinner, 
cashiered, helped in the kitchen, cooked, 
served, and assisted with set up and clean 
up.  Thank you also to each person who 
attended the dinner and supported this 
project.  As always, the food was delicious! 
 
THANK YOU to each family who has 
purchased an Easter lily or spring flower in 
Memory, Honor or Gratitude of loved ones.  
The plants will be on display during the 
morning services on Easter. Please 
remember to take your lily or spring 

flowers with you after the second on Easter 
morning so you may continue to enjoy them 
at home. 
 

{9w±LbD hb Dh5Ω{ ¢9!a 
9 AM WORSHIP  

 
April 5, 2009 ς Palm Sunday 
GREETERS: Jim/Mary Dawson 
USHERS: Connie Dalton/Rachel Potts 
LITURGIST: Cathy Ekstrand 
NURSERY: Armbruster Family 
 
 April 12, 2009 ς Easter ς NO 9 AM SERVICE 
 
April 19, 2009 
GREETERS: Don/Michelle Forrest 
USHERS: Bob Paige/Joe Webel 
LITURGIST: Nancy Davis 
NURSERY: Erik Davis/Haleigh Forrest 
 
April 26, 2009 
GREETERS: Don/Marge Haahn 
USHERS: Connie Dalton/Janet Vallas 
LITURGIST: Chris Dunn 
NURSERY: Sarah Caulkins/Chelsie 
Forrest 
 

SPECIAL EASTER SERVICES 
 
Maundy Thursday Service ς April 9 at 7 p.m. 
GREETERS: Danny/Marilyn Bowhay 
USHERS: Bud/Lavonne Haney 
LITURGIST: Chris Ewalt 
 
Easter Sunrise Service ς April 12 at 7 a.m. 
GREETERS: Wayne/Connie Dalton 
USHERS: Mark/Carol Kemper 
 

 
 
ATTENTION: If you are unable to serve on the 
day given, find someone from the list to trade 
with.  Please let Lavonne Rushing, Michelle 
Armbruster (nursery) or Angie Tracy (children’s 
church) know if you no longer wish to serve or if 
you wish to add your name to the list.   THANK 
YOU!  

mailto:kckane@s-pelmwood.com
mailto:kckane@s-pelmwood.com
mailto:ljohnson2428@hotmail.com


{9w±LbD hb Dh5Ω{ ¢9!a 
10:30 AM WORSHIP  
 
April 5, 2009 ς Palm Sunday 
GREETERS: Mark/Carol Kemper 
USHERS Celene Duley/Charlotte Haley 
LITURGIST: Steve Davis 
ACOLYTES:  Mike Bledsoe/Jake Callister 
0-2 NURSERY: Robin Furrer/Chelsea Morse 
3-5 NURSERY: Alana/Hannah Parm 
K-2 C CHURCH: Erik Davis/Miranda Furrer 
3-5 C CHURCH: Marni Stevens/Chelsie Forrest 
COFFEE BAR: Sherry Powers 
 
April 12, 2009 - Easter 
GREETERS: Gary/Kathryn Fincham 
USHERS:    Chuck/Connie Johnston 
LITURGIST:   Wayne Callister 
ACOLYTES: Deanna Cantu/Catie Tracy 
0-2 NURSERY: Jill Crisco/Alex Vallas 
3-5 NURSERY: Shelli Shoop/Josie Clark 
K-2 C CHURCH: Angie Tracy 
3-5 C CHURCH: Lori Johnson/Haleigh Forrest 
COFFEE BAR: Veronica Haskell 
 
April 19, 2009 
GREETERS: Ruth Arnold/Diana Ladd 
USHERS:  Brad Crisco/Tom Morse 
LITURGIST: Mary Howard 
ACOLYTES: Jared Roberts/Logan Whitney 
0-2 NURSERY: Connie Johnston/Erica Kane 
3-5 NURSERY: Cheryl Whitehurst/Emily Meyer 
K-2 C CHURCH: Kayla/Ashley Duley 
3-5 C CHURCH: Celene Duley/Ethan Callister 
COFFEE BAR: Michelle/Ian/Taylor Armbruster 
 
April 26, 2009 
 
GREETERS:  Joanne Endres/Peggy Harding 
USHERS:  Celene Duley/Lavonne Rushing 
LITURGIST:  Marilee Hurst 
ACOLYTES:  Gabby Haskell/Erica Kane 
0-2 NURSERY: Ashley Duley/Jake Callister 
3-5 NURSERY: Celene Duley/Mia Stevens 
K-2 C CHURCH: Michelle/Taylor/Ian Armbruster 
3-5 C CHURCH: Karla Kane/Chelsea Morse 
COFFEE BAR: “Need Volunteer” – see  
  Veronica Haskell to sign up 
 

 

 


