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Mission News -- Faith in Action

@on't Go to Church! Be the church!” On
Sunday, August 30 , you are invited to
participate in a mission project of your choice.
Projects will include such things as a free car
wash, baking cookies at the church and
delivering them to our neighbors, picking up
trash along road-ways, home-repair, door-to-
door give-aways, visiting the homebound and
those in nursing homes, writing cards to send
to those who are homebound or are in the
midst of other difficult circumstances. There
will be something for everyone to do. After
everyone has completed their mission
projects, we will return to the church for a
closing celebration.

The schedule for our Faith in Action program
on Sunday, August 30, is as follows:
9:00 a.m.:  Combined “Sending Out”
Worship Service
9:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m.:
Mission Projects to reach the
community and surrounding area
1:00 p.m.: Potluck lunch at church; Hot
dogs, hamburgers & beverages
provided; bring a dish to pass
1:45-2:30 p.m.:
Closing Celebration

Sign-ups for Mission Projects will be out in the
church lobby area beginning Sunday, Aug.
16. Georgia Stevens is serving as projects
coordinator.

Where do you feel God calling you to serve?
It is time for our church to take a leap of faith
and seize this opportunity to move beyond the
walls of the church to demonstrate the love of
Christ. The involvement and commitment of
everyone who worships at our church will have
a lasting impact on the surrounding area and
will be life-changing for all of us who
participate. Don't miss this special day!!

Building Committee Update

Preliminary drawings for a church addition have
been submitted to the Building Committee and early
estimates of costs have been discussed. Dennis
Parkins, of the architecture firm of Landes-Benson-
Parkins, is the architect who is working with us.

A time-table for a possible building project will
begin with presentations to the congregation to see
building plans and discuss financial plans for a
capital campaign. A building expansion will only
take place with the approval of a church conference
at which all members of the church will have a vote.

Questions and concerns you have about the
building expansion can be directed to any member
of the building committee. Members of the Building
Committee are: Lawrence Kane — Chairperson,
Terry Schulz, Mark Kemper, Lisa Roberts, Alana
Parm, Doug Whitney, Dean Hunt, Randy Furrer,
Erik Davis, Tom Tracy, and Don Forrest.

Church Membership Orientation Class
There will be a church membership orientation
class on Sunday, September 27, from 4:00 —
5:30 pm. This class is for all adults and high
school youth who are considering church
membership. This class will give you an
opportunity to hear some of the basics about United
Methodism and expectations for membership in the
United Methodist Church of Elmwood. Childcare
will be provided by request. Mark your calendars
now. A sign-up will be posted in the church lobby in
September.
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We extend our deepest sympathy to the families
of the following loved ones:

LeClaire Dohlman , husband of Evelyn
Dohlman, who passed away on July 3, 2009;

Stanly Barton , father of Pat Keefer, who
passed away on July 13, 2009;

David McMillan , father of Darren McMillan, who
passed away August 7, 2009;

Joanne Thomson , mother of Terri Thomson,
who passed away on August 9, 2009; and

Doris Gilmer who passed away on August 9,
2009.

Power Surge

They may not be good for computers or
telephones or TVs but you and | may find
ourselves in need of a power surge. Our
family has just returned from a week’s
vacation to Kentucky. We stayed at a
farm where we were able to just laze
around, do a little fishing, and a lot of
relaxing. It was just exactly what |
needed. Of course it did not last long
enough and | came home not quite as
rested as | hoped | would be. The church
calendar is already filling up for the fall.
The kick-off for Sunday school is right
around the corner (September 20) and our
full schedule of church activities, including
Fall Festival are upon us. As the fall
progresses, we will be hearing more and
more from the building committee and we
will be preparing for a vote to build an
addition to the church. This will be a very
busy and very demanding season for us in
the church.

A few years ago | heard a speaker and
writer by the name of Jack Groppel speak
about ways to maximize our energy over
the long haul to sustain us as leaders and
to empower us to give our best to God.
He gave the example of how tennis
champions maximize their energy when
they are in a tennis tournament that lasts
for hours at a time. There is a process of
recovery that takes place between each
point in which players will bounce the
tennis ball or twirl their racquet or pace
back and forth on the court. It is a ritual of
recovery that allows the players to rest
and renew their strength for the next
volley. It is through this process that
players are actually able to slow their
heart rate and regain their focus for the
next wave of intense activity. The
speaker, Jack Groppel, shared how this
process of renewal can be used in various
leadership settings including churches.

Even though our breaks between times
of intense activity are rather brief we can
maximize their effectiveness. Even though

| would have enjoyed a longer vacation, |
hope | still am receiving the benefits of a
rather short time away. What | need
most of all is a power surge. Above all,
what will help me and will help all of us
as we move into this hectic season this
fall is to find our renewal in the power of
God. What | need, and | believe you
need, is to be driven to our knees in
prayer as we confront the demands upon
us. The one ritual that will continue to
sustain us over the long haul is spending
time with God, reading God's word,
lifting up our concerns to God and
listening to God during moments of silent
meditation.  There will be important
decisions for us to make as a
congregation about what kind of church
we want to be. You and | will continue to
be confronted with decisions about what
kind of commitment and sacrifice we are
willing to make with our time, talents and
resources. It is through prayer that we
will receive the guidance we need. And
it is through prayer that we will renew our
energy to serve God and give God our
best. Eating right, exercising, and
getting adequate rest are all important
factors for all of us to give our best at
home and at work and even at church.
But what will take us over the top, to
handle the times when we feel
overwhelmed and when we need
renewal in the in-between times, is to
make sure that we connect with God.
May this busy season be above all a
season of prayer in which we are
intentional about speaking with and
listening for God daily. | encourage you
to join me in making this our number one
priority as we move into this important
time in our church. Pastor Mark




PLEASANT HILL SCHOOL SUPPLIES:

We are again collecting school supplies for
Pleasant Hill School through the month of
August. A list of supplies needed is being
printed on the back of the bulletin insert during
the month of August and can also be obtained
in the office. A collection box is in the foyer.
The first delivery of supplies was made August
13" We will make another delivery at the end
of the month so there is still time to be
included in this mission effort. The families
receiving these supplies really appreciate
them. Thank you for your support.
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PLAY EQUIPMENT UPDATE:

We've made it! Our new play equipment will be
installed on the Trustees Work Day August 15",
Thank you so much to those who donated their time
and money to make this possible. An official
“Ribbon Cutting” event will be held on Sunday,
September 6, at 10:15 a.m. (between services).
Please plan to join us for the celebration.

MOM SQUAD NEWS:

School is starting and so is our second year of Mom
Squad. We are so excited about our first meeting
on Thursday, September 10. We will continue to
meet on Thursday mornings when school is in
session.  We will not meet on Manna Meal
Thursdays.

Mom Squad welcomes all mothers of young
children. We provide an environment for moms to
fellowship and learn and grow into the mothers that
God intends us to be. Childcare is provided by our
approved staff. The cost is $1 per child, per week
($14 per child for the fall semester).

We are blessed to have most of our Kids Squad
childcare team returning this year. We do,

however, need some substitute teachers for weeks
that we are shorthanded. Please prayerfully
consider if you would like to help as a substitute
teacher.

Please contact Lori Johnson at 742-4704 or e-mail
her at ljohnson2428@hotmail.com if you have any
questions or would like to be a member of Mom
Squad or a Kids Squad worker.

Nursery Volunteers Needed:

The nursery is in dire need of volunteers. | know
that everyone is busy, so that is why | only
schedule volunteers to work once every six weeks.
| am unable to do that at this time. Please consider
in prayer if you would be able to help out. | am in
need of adults or youth older than 5" grade to help
in the nursery. At this point, | am 10 volunteers
short! If you are able to help out, please let me
know at lowpockets@mchsi.com or 309-678-0271.
Thank you.

Michelle Armbruster
Childcare Director

RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE: The Red Cross will
hold a Blood Drive here at the church on
Wednesday, September 9, from 1 to 7 p.m.
Contact Diane Ladd for more information.

FLU SHOT CLINIC: Mark your calendars! The
Peoria County Health Department will hold a Flu
Shot Clinic on Tuesday, October 13, from 10 — 11:
30 .m. here at the church.

UMW Sunday will be September 20 during the
10:30 a.m. service. The guest speaker will be
Marilyn Anell from First United Methodist Church in
Galesburg. Following the service, the UMW ladies
will host an All-Church Potluck in the Fellowship
Hall. Everyone is invited to join them.

GhrstianEdicatiomew:

Sunday School : The fall session begins
September 20 at 9 a.m. Join us in the
fellowship hall and we will help you find your
class. We have some exciting new programs
and are looking forward to seeing you.

Jr. High Youth Group:  Hey all you 7" and 8"
graders, the Jr. High Youth Group will be
getting together soon! Come to the wiener
roast at the Kane’'s on September 20" from 4
to 7 p.m. to meet your leaders and find out
what they have in store for the group. They
are Jennie and Mike Case and Julie Parrish.
They are planning on getting together twice a
month for fellowship and fun. The time has yet
to be determined. They are looking forward to
meeting all of you.

Kick- Off Wiener Roast at Kane’s:  Let’s “kick-
off” the fall with a wiener roast on Sunday,
September 20, from 4 to 7 p.m. Everyone is
invited to the home of Lawrence, Karla, Sara
and Erica Kane to enjoy the fall colors,
fellowship with and make new friends, and
enjoy hay rack rides and good food. Hot dogs,
drinks and table service will be provided.
Please bring roasting sticks, a lawn chair and a
dish to pass. If you are not sure how to get
there, call us at 446-9454 and we will give you
directions. We look forward to seeing you
there!

Children’s Church:  Beginning September 1%,
Children’s Church will start its faII session for
children Klndergarten through 2" grade If you
are in 6" grade or older and would like to help
with Children’s Church, please contact Angie
Tracy.

Acolytes: Would you like to be an Acolyte? If
you are in 3" grade or older you can help light
candles for our worship service. Acolytes also
help collect the offering. If you are interested
and are not yet signed up, contact Karla Kane.
We will help you practice and add you to the
rotation. This is a great way for young people
to participate in worship!

Casey’s Pizza Coupons” Remember — we
still collect Casey’s coupons from the pizza
boxes

Prayer Blankets: The Jr. High Youth still
make prayer blankets. If you know of
someone who could use our prayers and
something to snuggle up with please fill out a
request card. The cards are located in the
church foyer under the bulletin board.

-

Derek Cantu, Jacob Ekstrand, Chelsie
Forrest and Miranda Furrer are the
recipients of the scholarships presented
by the Scholarship Committee this year.
We wish them all the best as they
continue their education and pray God’s
blessings be upon them.
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FALL FESTIVAL ACTIVITIES

The Elmwood Fall Festival is September 10-
12. We will once again be selling pie, cake
and cookies at the food tent Thursday
evening through Saturday and hosting the
Pancake, Egg & Sausage Breakfast on
Saturday, September 12, from 6:30 to 10
a.m. We will need volunteers to make pies,
cakes, etc., bring items for the breakfast and
work at both the food tent and the breakfast.
Sign-up sheets for donations and workers are
in the foyer. Thank you for your willingness
to help with these projects. We appreciate it.

CAMP_BIG SKY GOLF SCRAMBLE: The
Sixth Annual Camp Big Sky Golf Scramble
will be September 19, 2009 at Oak Run Golf
Course, Dahinda, IL. Tee Time is 8:30 a.m.
For more information check our website at
www.campbigsky.org or call (309) 258-6002.




Crocodile Dock Rocked!

Over 100 children from 16 area churches and
6 cities had a blast at the bayou at EImwood
Community Vacation Bible School 2009! Held
the 3" week of July at Crossroads Church,
children ages Pre-K through 6th grade learned
about God's love through Bible stories, crafts,
games, snacks and songs — all of which
supported a specific daily Bible point. What a
blessing it was for our churches to join forces
once again to make this happen. Thank you
to everyone who helped with VBS in any way,
including those who contributed donations. It
was definitely a community effort, and could
not have been done without the many
volunteers. Below are scenes from VBS.

Thank You!

THANK YOU to everyone who donated
supplies and financial support to our
VBS program this year. Also THANK
YOU to everyone who volunteered to
help before, during and after VBS. We
appreciate your efforts and willingness to
support this great experience for the
children in our area. Many lives were
touched and families were blessed.
Thank you again.

THANK YOU to everyone who has
donated school supplies and provided
financial support for our Pleasant Hill
School collection.

THANK YOU to everyone who provided
special music selections for us this
summer. We love that you are willing to
share your talent with us and glorify our
Heavenly Father.



SERVING ON GOD’'S TEAM
AUGUST 2009

9 A.M. SERVICE:

August 23, 2009

GREETERS: Dean/Becky Hunt
USHERS: Connie Dalton/Janet Vallas
LITURGIST: Michelle Dunn

0-2 NURSERY: Heide/Tony Catrino

3-5 NURSERY: Amy Deppe/Kaitlyn Fuller
COFFEE BAR: Lori Johnson

August 30, 2009 — Faith in Action Sunday
GREETERS: Don/Marge Haahn

USHERS: Sherry Powers/Lavonne Rushing
LITURGIST:  Joe Webel

0-2 NURSERY:

9-10:30 a.m.  Michelle/lan/Taylor Armbruster
10:30 a —-12 p. Kayla Duley/Erica Kane
12-1:30 p.m.  Jenni Case/Julie Bartlow

3-5 NURSERY:

9-10:30 a.m.  Shelli Shoop/Dom Catrino
10:30 a.-12p .Celene Duley/Catie Tracy
12-1:30 p.m.  Emily Leggin/Emily Webel

10:30 A.M. SERVICE:

August 23, 2009
GREETERS: Jim/Mary Dawson

USHERS: Dennis/Cheryl Whitehurst
LITURGIST: Don Forrest

ACOLYTES: Ethan/Jake Callister

0-2 NURSERY: Michelle Forrest/Chelsea Morse
3-5 NURSERY: Marni/Mia Stevens

C CHURCH: Angie/Catie Tracy

August 30, 2009

No 10:30 a.m. service - Faith in Action Sunday

Nursery Coverage — See above.

SERVING ON GOD’S TEAM
9 AM WORSHIP SERVICE

September 6, 2009

GREETERS: Need Volunteers

USHERS: Joe Webel/Doug Whitney
LITURGIST: Connie Dalton

0-2 NURSERY: Amy Deppe/Kaitlyn Fuller

3-5 NURSERY: Michelle/lan/Taylor Armbruster
COFFEE BAR: Need Volunteer

September 13, 2009

GREETERS: Larry/Norma Bowhay
USHERS: Kent/Georgia Stevens
LITURGIST:  Emily Webel

0-2 NURSERY: Karla Kane/Vinnie Catrino
3-5 NURSERY: Erik Davis/Haleigh Forrest
COFFEE BAR: Catrino Family

September 20, 2009

GREETERS: Don/Michelle Forrest
USHERS: Andy Bartlow/Bob Paige
LITURGIST: Nancy Davis

0-5 NURSERY: Traci Whitney/Chelsie Forrest
COFFEE BAR: Shoop Family

September 27, 2009

GREETERS: Bob/Beverly Keefer

USHERS: Janet Vallas/Lavonne Rushing
LITURGIST: Need Volunteer

0-5 NURSERY: Lisa Doubet/Dom Catrino
COFFEE BAR: Sherry Powers/Johnston Family

SERVING ON GOD’S TEAM
10:30 AM WORSHIP SERVICE

September 6, 2009
GREETERS: Chris/Vic Ewalt

USHERS Chuck/Connie Johnston
LITURGIST: Chris Stevens

ACOLYTES: Mike Bledsoe/Jared Roberts
0-2 NURSERY: Need Volunteer/Alex Vallas
3-5 NURSERY: Marni/Mia Stevens

K-2 CCHURCH: Lori Johnston/Haleigh
Forrest

September 13, 2009

GREETERS: Wayne/Gaye Fleisher
USHERS: Dennis/Cheryl Whitehurst
LITURGIST: Lavonne Rushing
ACOLYTES: Hannah Parm/Catie Tracy
0-2 NURSERY: Jill Crisco/Erica Kane

3-5 NURSERY: Shelli Shoop/Emily Meyer
K-2 C CHURCH: Michelle/lan/Taylor
Armbruster

September 20, 2009 - UMW Sunday
GREETERS: UMW Members
USHERS: UMW Members
LITURGIST: UMW Member
ACOLYTES: Kaitlyn/Kyle Fuller
0-2 NURSERY: Alana Parm/Chelsea Morse
3-5 NURSERY: Connie Johnston
Jake Callister
K-2 CCHURCH: Kayla/Ashley Duley

September 27, 2009
GREETERS: Al/Evelyn Dorich
USHERS: Mary Howard/Charlotte Haley
LITURGIST: Tom Tracy
ACOLYTES: Jared Ekstrand/Logan Whitney
0-2 NURSERY: Cheryl Whitehurst
Michelle Forrest
3-5 NURSERY: Sandy/Deanna Cantu
K-2 C CHURCH: Angie/Catie Tracy

ATTENTION: If you are unable to serve on the
day given, find someone from the list to trade
with. Please let Lavonne Rushing, Michelle
Armbruster (nursery) or Angie Tracy (children’s
church) know if you no longer wish to serve or
if you wish to add your name to the list.
THANK YOU!



