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        We are followers of Jesus 
        Connecting to God and 
        One another, growing in 
        Faith and pouring our 
        lives Into serving others. 
 

The United Methodist Church of Elmwood 
Mark Graham:  Pastor 

Kris Petermeyer: Administrative Assistant 
Office: 742-7221  Pastor’s Home: 309-692-2264 

Pastor’s Cell:  309-258-2258 
e-mail:  markbegraham@yahoo.com or markbegraham@elmnet.net  
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Upcoming Events:  
 
Sunday, August 3: 
10 a.m. Worship Service 
11 a.m. Share Sign Up 
 
Wednesday, August 6:  
7 p.m. Sr. High Youth Meet 
 
Sunday, August 10:  
10 a.m. Worship Service 
11:15 a.m. Jr. High Youth Group Mtg. 
 
Wednesday, August 13:  
Jr. High Youth Going to Chiefs Game 
 
Thursday, August 21:  
6:30 p.m. Alpha Group at Downard’s 
 
Saturday, August 23:  
10 a.m. Share Distribution 
 
Sunday, August 24:  
10 a.m. Worship Service 
11:15 a.m. SS and Children’s Church 
 Leaders Workshop at church 
 
Monday, August 25:  
UMW Day Apart at Livings Springs Camp 
 
Wednesday, August 27:  
7 p.m. Choir Practice Resumes 
 
Thursday, August 28:  
12 noon Manna Meal 

 
 

 

Mark your calendars!! New time for worship.  
Beginning Sunday, September 7!! 

Worship will begin at 10:30 a.m.  



MISSION NEWS 
Pleasant Hill School 
Pleasant Hill School in south Peoria has the 
distinction of providing education for many 
children whose families live in poverty, 
including a number of homeless families.  
Many of these children arrive at school 
without the basic supplies needed for 
learning.  Our church has supported the 
Pleasant Hill School by providing school 
supplies at the end of the summer and other 
items later in the year.  A box is located in 
the church lobby area for any school supplies 
you would like to donate, including school 
bags and other commonly needed items 
such as notebooks, pencils, glue, etc.  
School supply lists are also available at the 
church.  Cash donations will go toward 
providing bus passes for those who rely on 
public transportation to get to school. 
 
BUILDING STUDY UPDATE 
The community survey process is underway.  
The surveys are to be completed and 
returned to the church by the week of 
August 4.  Surveys are still available at the 
church or can be sent to you by e-mail.  A full 
report is expected to be given to the 
congregation by September. 

Lawrence Kane -- Chairperson 
.   
Reminder – New Worship Service Time 
Beginning September 7,  the Sunday worship 
service time will begin at 10:30 a.m.   This 
time change will relieve congestion between 
Sunday School and worship, will allow for 
transition time for Sunday school teachers 
and students to find seating in worship, and 
will give time and space for the choir to 
practice and prepare for worship.  Sunday 
School will resume on Sunday, 
September 14 at 9 a.m.  The schedule on 
Sundays will be as follows: 
Sunday School                        9:00 a.m.  
Worship      10:30 a.m. 

 

 
We extend our deepest sympathy to the 
loved ones of the following individuals: 
 

Lee Clark, who passed away  July 14. 
Jeffrey Reed, who passed away July 18. 

John Armbruster, who passed away  July 23. 
 
Bible Challenge Update 
 On Father’s Day I challenged the 
congregation (particularly men) to work 
through the New Testament between 
Father’s Day and Thanksgiving.  In order to 
read all the way through the New Testament 
by the end of November we will need to read 
about 10 chapters per week.  If you are 
keeping track and doing your best to keep up 
-- you should be in the first few chapters of 
the Gospel of John.  If you’re not that far 
along, don’t get discouraged.  And certainly 
don’t give up.  God honors all our efforts to 
read His Word.  Just keep at it and set goals 
that are realistic for you (maybe 5 chapters a 
week instead of 10).   I applaud those of you 
who are keeping this going and are either 
reading or listening to the scriptures as a 
regular routine.  It is the best way I know for 
us to know our God and know his plans and 
purposes for us. 
 
Bible Study – The Words in Red 
Pastor Mark will be leading a Bible Study on 
Sunday mornings at 9:00 a.m.  beginning 
September 7  called the Words in Red .  
Various editions of the Bible have, through 
the years, printed all of Jesus’ words in red.  
We will be studying what Jesus said and 
using his words as a measure for interpreting 
and understanding our faith.  This study is for 
everybody – especially those who feel like 
they don’t know much about the Bible.  This 
study will not put anyone on the spot but will 
provide a good learning atmosphere for all to 
have their questions answered.    

Highlights from the Community 
Vacation Bible School – Power Lab 
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Vacation Bible School Recap  

 We indeed felt the power!  A total of 146 
children from 9 different cities/towns and 14 
churches registered for our “Power Lab” 
(science theme) Vacation Bible School the 
week of July 20th.  Through corresponding 
crafts, games, snacks, stories, and songs, 
we learned about the power Jesus gives us 
to be thankful, to help others, to be brave, to 
live forever, and to tell others about God.  On 
Thursday night, we closed with a special 
program for our families which included 
another experiment and message from 
Pastor Mark, pictures from VBS, songs from 
the children, tours of the various stations, 
and refreshments in the Fellowship Hall.  
What a joy it was to see the sanctuary 
literally overflowing with families! 
 
 We do consider this first attempt at 
Community Vacation Bible School a success.  
It was truly a blessing to have all the 
resources and talents pooled from Elmwood 
United Methodist Church, Crossroads 
Church, and Elmwood First Presbyterian 
Church.  Over 60 volunteers helped with 
crafts, snacks, games, stories, music, set-up, 
clean-up, organizing, decorating, 
photography, Power Point, registration, 
leading crews, buying supplies, and even 
ironing aprons, monitoring bathrooms, and 
overseeing the entrances/exits to the 
building.  In addition, many people gave 
monetary and supply donations and 
contributed to our mission project for 
Pleasant Hill School in Peoria.  This event 
most certainly could not have happened 
without all of the body of Christ working 
together, so THANK YOU!  You are much 
appreciated. 

 

Sr. High Youth Group:  The Sr. High Youth 
will begin meeting again on Wednesday, 
August 6 at 7 p.m. at the church.  All Sr. High 
Youth are invited to attend.  Contact Emily 
Webel at 217-840-2470 for more information. 
 
Jr. High Youth Group:   It’s a new beginning!  
A fellowship group has started for 6th through 
8th graders and is being led by Julie Parrish 
and Becky Bledsoe-Hunt. This group is 
currently looking at ways they can serve 
others with a little fun in between.  They have 
some great ideas on how they can help in 
their community and have already passed 
out water bottles at the Community Band 
Concert. The next meeting is August 10 at 
11:15 a.m. at the church.  We will be eating 
pizza and designing a youth church t-shirt.  A 
baseball outing is planned for August 13th to 
kick off their exciting program.  All students 
entering 6th through 8th grades are invited to 
attend and bring a friend.  You may contact 
Julie Parrish at 741-9114 or Becky Bledsoe-
Hunt at 224-8082 for more information.  
Hope to see you there! 
 
Sunday School & Young Disciples 
Children’s Church Leaders:   There will be 
a church workshop for all Sunday school and 
Young Disciples leaders on Sunday, August 
24 at 11:15 a.m. at the church to go over the 
fall curriculum for these programs.  Lunch will 
be provided.  If you are not able to attend this 
workshop, please contact Angie Tracy at 
742-2020 or Karla Kane at 446-9454 before 
Sunday School resumes on September 14th. 
 
Need Leaders :  If you are interested in leading 
a Young Disciples (Children’s Church) class, 
please see Angie Tracy.  We are in need of more 
volunteers to assist with this ministry program.   
Thanks. 
 
 
 

�
Beginning on September 11, 2008, the 
United Methodist Church of Elmwood with 
the UMW will be hosting a mother’s group for 
mothers of young children in the fellowship 
hall.  We will begin our meetings with child 
drop-off and fellowship time with 
refreshments from 9:00 – 9:15.  A program 
time with prayer requests and 
announcements followed by presentations, 
crafts, small group study time, or holiday 
parties will be from 9:15 to 10:30 a.m.  Child 
pick-up is at 10:30. 

The children will be divided up into three 
groups of no more than 10 in each group 
(due to room capacity).  The age groups 
include 0-2 years, 2 – 3½ years, and 3½ 
plus.  The oldest group (preschool) will have 
a pre-determined program with a short play 
time. 

In order for our mother’s group to become a 
reality we will need six to eight childcare 
workers. If you are available to help from 
8:45–10:45 a.m. on most Thursdays when 
school is in session (not Manna Meal 
Thursdays), please contact Michelle 
Armbruster at lowpockets@mchsi.com or 
742-8260.  Registration information will be 
available soon. Please contact Lori Johnson  
at ljohnson2428@hotmail.com or 742-4704 
with questions. We look forward to 
demonstrating God’s love for these mothers 
and children. 

Lori Johnson and Emily Webel 
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Sarah Caulkins and Allie Johnston were the 
recipients of the scholarships presented by 
the Scholarship Committee and Endowment 
Fund this year.  We wish them all the best as 
they continue their education and pray God’s 
blessings be upon them. 

Choir Accompanist Needed:   An 
experienced pianist for adult choir is 
needed for the coming year.  Regular 
Wednesday night rehearsals and playing 
for the choir on at least one Sunday per 
month, as well as accompanying a 
Christmas cantata are some of the 
requirements for this job.  Please see 
Pastor Mark, Lavonne Rushing or Lois Hill 
for more details.  (Choir practice resumes 
August 27 at 7 p.m.) 

 

 
 

FALL FESTIVAL ACTIVITIES  
 The Elmwood Fall Festival is September 4-6.  
We will once again be selling pie, cake and 
cookies at the food tent Thursday evening 
through Saturday and hosting the Pancake 
Breakfast on Saturday, September 6 from 6:30 
to 10 a.m.  We will need volunteers to make 
pies, cakes, etc., bring items for the breakfast 
and work at both the food tent and the breakfast.  
Sign ups for donations and workers will be 
available in the near future as well as further 
details. Thank you in advance for your 
assistance. 

 

 
 
THANK YOU to Terry Schulz, Glenn 
Moody, Chuck Johnston, Alex Davis and 
Erik Davis for getting the parking lot swept 
and striped for parking spots.  Your hard 
work is greatly appreciated and has helped 
with the parking crunch.  Thanks again. 
 
THANK YOU once again to everyone who 
contributed in any way to making Vacation 
Bible School a huge success. 

 



SERVING ON GOD’S TEAM 
10 AM WORSHIP  

August 3, 2008  
GREETERS: Chuck/Connie Johnston 
USHERS Don/Marge Haahn 
LITURGIST:  Candy Reynolds 
ACOLYTES: Jake Callister/Jared Ekstrand 
0-2 NURSERY:  Celene Duley 
3-5 NURSERY:  Emily Webel/Sarah Caulkins 
K-2 C CHURCH: Lisa Doubet/Haleigh Forrest 
3-5 C CHURCH: Angie Tracy/Allie Johnston 
 
August 10, 2008  
GREETERS: Dennis/Cheryl Whitehurst 
USHERS:    Wayne/Connie Dalton 
LITURGIST:   Marilee Hurst 
ACOLYTES:  Mike Bledsoe/Dom Catrino 
0-2 NURSERY:  Allie Johnston 
3-5 NURSERY:  Michelle/Chelsie Forrest 
K-2 C CHURCH: Veronica Haskell/C. Morse 
3-5 C CHURCH: Celene/Ashley Duley 
 
August 17, 2008  
GREETERS: Don/Michelle Forrest 
USHERS: Dennis/Cheryl Whitehurst 
LITURGIST: Mark Kemper 
ACOLYTES: Erica/Sara Kane 
0-2 NURSERY:  Connie Johnston 
3-5 NURSERY:  Nancy Richards/H. Forrest 
K-2 C CHURCH: Karla Kane/Chelsie Forrest 
3-5 C CHURCH: Emily Webel/Miranda Furrer 
 
August 24, 2008  
GREETERS:  Al/Evelyn Dorich 
USHERS: Roland/Cathy Ekstrand 
LITURGIST:  Carol Kemper 
ACOLYTES: Gabby Haskell/Catie Tracy 
0-2 NURSERY:  Cheryl Whitehurst 
3-5 NURSERY:  Michelle/Ian/Taylor Armbruster 
K-2 C CHURCH: Alana/Hannah Parm 
3-5 C CHURCH: Angie Tracy/Sara Kane 
 
August 31, 2008  
GREETERS:  W. Horney/Marie Woodcock 
USHERS: Tom Morse/Bob Paige 
LITURGIST:  Mary Stenwall 
ACOLYTES: Jake Callister/Mike Bledsoe 
0-2 NURSERY:  Shelli Shoop 
3-5 NURSERY:  Angie Tracy/Chelsea Morse 
K-2 C CHURCH: Michelle/Taylor/Ian Armbruster 
3-5 C CHURCH: Lori Johnson/Haleigh Forrest 
 

 
 
ATTENTION: If you are unable to serve on the 
day given, find someone from the list to trade with.  
Please let Lavonne Rushing or Michelle 
Armbruster (for nursery) know if you no longer 
wish to serve or if you wish to add your name to 
the list.   THANK YOU!  
 


