=5y ©=
g9 ..
S 02388
a N o = O uwn
'CD_<"" —
C(U.n-._;m
O o w»n EE

z < = <
(@) oq_)LI_l

o)

(@)

(@)

=

=

)

w

(N

2 2

T

5 > -
[a's wl

) ) S
: 2 8
= Q e i
258 8
o o ¢ D
T - = Q
= I

w g n s
EXO (9] m
noo9 bk

w I~ N
pes
o= 8§ )
Do w <C

Upcoming Events:

Dec.1: 6:30 p.m. Finance Committee
Meeting

Dec.3: 6:30 p.m. Ad Council Meeting
Dec.6: 11:30a.m. Building Plan
Presentation

11:30 a.m. SHARE Sign-Up

Dec.8: 9:30a.m. UMW Meeting/Officer
Installation

Dec.10: 9:15a.m. Mom Squad Christmas
Brunch

Dec.14: 7 p.m. Manna Board Meeting
Dec.17: 12 Noon Manna Meal

Dec.19: 9a.m. Scrapbooking
10 a.m. SHARE Distribution

Meriy Christmas
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The United Methodist Church of Eimwood
Mark Graham: Pastor
Kris Petermeyer: Administrative Assistant
Office: 742-7221
Pastor’s Cell: 309-258-2258
Website: www.elmwoodumc.org
e-mail: markbegraham@yahoo.com

We are followers of Jesus
Connecting to God and
One another, growing in
Faith and pouring our
Lives Into serving others.

Christmas Calendar
Opportunities for you, your family, and your friends

to celebrate Christmas:
Sunday, December 6, 6:00 p.m. — First Presbyterian Church—Community Christmas Cantata
Combined Choir from First Presbyterian, United Methodist & Crossroads

Sunday, December 13, 7:00 p.m. — Crossroads — Contemporary Christmas Concert
Featuring Debbie Glenn, Don Forrest, Scott Livengood, Tom Tracy, Mark Graham

Monday, December 14, 9:00 a.m. — Stuff a Bus Delivery — preparing Christmas baskets for
families in the ElImwood/Yates City area (more inside)

Sunday, December 20, 4:00 p.m. — Sunday School Christmas Program — Refreshments and
fellowship will follow the program.

Thursday, December 24, 5 p.m. — Live Christmas music featuring Debbie Glenn & Don Forrest
Thursday, December 24, 6:00 p.m. — Family Candlelight Christmas Eve Service

Thursday, December 24, 9:00 p.m. — Candlelight Service of Stories & Carols



http://www.elmwoodumc.org/
mailto:markbegraham@yahoo.com

Building Committee Update

There will be a presentation of the Building
Expansion Plan on Sunday, December 6, at
11:30 a.m. All members and friends are
welcome to attend this meeting. The purpose
of this meeting is to present preliminary plans
to the congregation, give an estimate of the
cost, answer questions and receive input to
help the building committee refine the
building plan for approval in 2010. There will
be no vote at this meeting. It is primarily to
inform members and friends of the church of
the plan, to be clear about the process for
approving a building project, and give those
present an opportunity to share in the
excitement that the building committee has
experienced in dreaming together and
discerning what facilities are needed to
sustain fruitful ministry for years to come.
Please plan on coming to this meeting with all
your questions and comments as we continue
on this journey together.

All About Christmas ¢ Community Christmas
Cantata ¢ Sunday, December 6, at 6:00 p.m.
at First Presbyterian Church, featuring the
choirs and vocalists of Crossroads Church,
First Presbyterian Church, and the United
Methodist Church. The Cantata is directed by
our new Music Director, Matt Henning, and
the Accompanist will be Pat Althiser, from
First Presbyterian. All are welcome.

Christmas Concert ¢ Sunday, December 13,
at 7 p.m. at Crossroads Church, featuring
Debbie Glenn, Don Forrest, Pastor Scott
Livengood, Tom Tracy, and Pastor Mark
Graham. The music selections include pop
arrangements of familiar Christmas carols and
edgy rock and blues songs all about
Christmas. Refreshments will be served and a

free will offering will be taken for the EHS
Auditorium Renovation fund.

Christmas Baskets ¢ Dec. 14, at 9:00 am

During the months of November and
December, the elementary school has a Stuff-
a-Bus program in which families donate
canned goods and other non-perishables to
be distributed to the community churches for
Christmas baskets during the holidays. Your
help is needed! | encourage families to be
generous as you send canned goods and
other items to school with your children
during the coming weeks.

| would also encourage you to participate
in the delivery day when the Stuff-a-Bus
canned goods arrive at the United Methodist
Church to be sorted and prepared for
Christmas baskets with the involvement of all
the churches in town. This is one of the
highlights of the year as we work with other
volunteers to unload and sort all the food
items brought from the school. This is an
experience you will want to make part of your
annual holiday traditions; one that will lift
your spirits and remind you of how good it is
to be part of a generous community like ours.
Mark your calendars: The Stuff-a-Bus delivery
date at the United Methodist Church is
Monday, December 14, at 9:00 a.m.

In Deepest Sympathy

We extend our deepest sympathy to the
loved ones of Crystal Sprout, the daughter of
Warren Downard, and to the loved ones of
John Simpson. Keep these families in your
prayers.

Reflections on 2009
What a year it has been! Charles Dickens said
it best in his novel, Great Expectations, “The
best of times and the worst of times...” It has
been a difficult year — the stresses and strains
of the economy, the record-breaking rainfall,
a devastating storm passing through
Elmwood, the passing of many dear loved
ones, and the ongoing challenges of family,
work, school, and everyday life. Personally it
has been a tough year. After enduring the
holidays last year without my father who
passed away last September my mother
passed away at the end of January after a five-
year battle with Alzheimer’s. Although much
of the responsibility fell on my sister Karen,
we have had the overwhelming task of taking
care of my parent’s belongings after living in
the same home for nearly 50 years. Melva
was appointed as the lead pastor of First
United Methodist Church Galesburg, which
resulted in us moving from Peoria to
Galesburg, and basically moving twice over
the summer — moving our belongings from
Peoria and moving belongings from my
parents’ home in Carbondale, lllinois. And
our daughter Jackie has announced her
engagement and plans to be married in May
of 2010. As many of you have experienced, it
is too much to handle when we look at the big
picture and consider everything we’re going
through all at once. But God is good and has
helped me and helped our family take one
day at a time and take one step at a time and
keep trusting God that God’s grace is
sufficient and somehow we’ll get through.
While it has been an extremely challenging
year for many of us personally, it has been a

great year for the church. We have
experienced numerical growth and more
importantly spiritual growth. We can

celebrate the addition of 20 new members to
our congregation this year, and a continued
increase in attendance. We can celebrate the
addition of a new worship service and a

growing worship team of talented people
who give of their time and talents each
Sunday. We can celebrate our continued
involvement with local mission projects such
as Pleasant Hill School in Peoria, Camp Big
Sky — an outdoor recreation area for people
with disabilities, Dream Center Peoria —
supporting low income families in Peoria,
and our own Faith in Action Day in EImwood
and Yates City and the surrounding area.
God has richly blessed what is happening
here. God is drawing together the gifted
leaders and people with the skills, talents,
resources, and motivation to be a church
that is relevant for our time. We are here to
serve our corner of the world and to do our
very best to demonstrate the love of Jesus.
God is blessing our efforts.  And God will
provide the reserves of energy and power
and resources to keep going.

I am honored to be the pastor of the
United Methodist Church of Elmwood. |
thank you for the personal support and
appreciation you have shown Melva and |
and our family. | thank you for all your
thoughtfulness and generosity during Pastor
Appreciation Month and the opportunities
that you’ve given to Melva and | for several
evenings out on the town in Galesburg and
much needed relaxation.

| served five churches before coming to
Elmwood and each had its own twists and
turns and times of joy but also times of
discouragement and frustration. | needed
all of those churches to help me mature and
find my footing firmly on the foundation of
Jesus Christ. | have never enjoyed being a
pastor more than | do now. | know there
are challenges ahead but I'm grateful that
we will take them on together. My prayer
for all of us is that we will give our all and
we will do our best to serve Christ and live
for Him. May He dwell in our hearts!

Pastor Mark



CHRISTMAS BOXES: THANK YOU to everyone
who donated items and shipping money for the
boxes and to those who helped pack the Christmas
boxes. Your generosity is overwhelming! This year
we were able to send 83 boxes as a result of your
efforts. Thanks again.

CHRISTMAS PROGRAM: The Children and Youth
Christmas Program is set for Sunday, December
20, at 4 p.m. The program will be directed by
Sandy Cantu this year and has room for everyone,
no matter what age. If you would like to bring a
friend to join the fun, that is OK too. Most parts are
easy to step into and follow. If you would like a
main character part, please see Sandy. Practices
will begin December 6" during Sunday School and
two special practices will be held on December 12"
and 20". All are welcome!

Refreshments will be served in the fellowship hall
following the Christmas Program. Come enjoy a
cookie and celebrate our young talent.

COOKIES: We need a few volunteers to bring
cookies to be served following the Christmas
Program on December 20. If you would like to
donate cookies for this event, there will be a sign-
up sheet in the foyer. Thank you.

JR. HIGH YOUTH GROUP: The Jr. High Youth
Group will meet on Sunday, December 6, at 4 p.m.
They will not meet on Sunday, December 20".

SR. HIGH/YOUNG ADULT GROUP: The Sr.
High/Young Adult Group will meet on December 6"
and 13" at 6 p.m. They will have a holiday get-
together 1 the date for which has not yet been set.
They will not meet on December 20, December 27,
or January 3 due to the holidays.

GIVING ENVELOPES: If you would like to
use numbered offering envelopes this year
and have not used them in the past, please let
the office know so | can get your name on the
list. Also, if you do not wish to use the
numbered envelopes and have used them in
the past | would appreciate knowing that as
well. Thanks. Kris

ELECTRONIC FUNDS TRANSFER FOR
GIVING: If you are interested in having your
offering transferred from your bank account to
the church electronically, we can help you with
that. If your bank account is with Farmers
State Bank in ElImwood, we have forms that
you can fill out and take to the bank to set this
up. If you bank elsewhere, check with your
bank on what their procedure is and let the
office know what information you need.

In Honor of Your Specia
Day

Robert & Arlone Jenking

Docembor 23, 2009
Honored In Memory of their 65" Wedding
Anniversary by Mary Anne & Richard
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Congratul ations and Godos

Christine Musgrave, the daughter of Chris
Musgrave, who was baptized on November
29, 2009.

Welcome

oS oNn

New Members

Welcome New Members!!

On behalf of the entire congregation we
welcome the following persons and their
families into the fellowship and
membership of the United Methodist
Church of EImwood:

Mike & Jenni Case
(Grady, Baron & Cassidy)
Charlotte Haley
Ted & Janet Mottaz
Chris Musgrave (Jenna & Jake)
Dave & Pat Pittman
Kurt & Stephanie Webster
(Adeline & Garrett)

THANK YOU to everyone who participated in
and attended the Community Thanksgiving
Service on November 22. Thanks to your
generosity $650 was donated to the EHS
Auditorium Renovation Fund.

SERVI NG ON GOD6S TEAM

9 AM WORSHIP & CHRISTMAS EVE

December 6, 2009

GREETERS: Larry/Norma Bowhay
USHERS: Don/Marge Haahn
LITURGIST: Chris Ewalt

0-5 NURSERY:Jenni Case/Erik Davis
COFFEE BAR: Joanne Endres/Michelle
Forrest

December 13, 2009

GREETERS: Don Forrest Family
USHERS: Kent/Georgia Stevens
LITURGIST:  Erik Davis

0-5 NURSERY: Michelle/lan/Taylor
Armbruster

COFFEE BAR: Potts Family

We pray that Godods bl eseSinderds 20001 | | be on

each of you and we are blessed to have
you in our church family.

UMW: We had our annual Fall Fair on
November 14™ and everything went quite well.
Al't hough we didnot have
year, we ended up with a sizable profit. The

gift basket silent auction did well and we sold

out of soup and Maid Rites at the lunch. Thank

you to everyone who donated items, helped
work, and who attended the Fall Fair.

We served two funeral dinners in November:
Crystal Sprout on November 11 and Rev. John
Simpson on November 21%. Thank you to
everyone who brought food and to the women
who served in the kitchen for these dinners.

We have one more meeting this ar. It is on
[gegemher 8 (is9:3G ggn. YVg yilhreveal our
secret prayer pals and have a gift exchange at
that time. We will also be installing our new
officers. | hope to see everyone there.

Evelyn Donick, UMW Prsident

GREETERS: Doug/Traci Whitney
USHERS: Andy Bartlow/Joe Webel
LITURGIST:  Janet Mottaz

0-5 NURSERY: Heide/Tony Catrino
COFFEE BAR: Catrino Family

Recemper 247 6 RM Chrisjmas Eyey j s
Service
GREETERS: Roland/Cathy Ekstrand
USHERS: Mark/Carol Kemper
NURSERY: Cheryl Whitehurst

Need Volunteer

December 247 9 PM Christmas Eve
Service

GREETERS: Ted & Janet Mottaz
USHERS: Steve Davis Family

December 27, 2009
GREETERS: Don/Marge Haahn
USHERS: Ted Mottaz/Bob Paige
LITURGIST: Mandy Garrett
0-5 NURSERY:Need Volunteer
Dom Catrino
COFFEE BAR: Chris Ewalt/Georgia Stevens
& Mary Stenwall




SERVI NG ON GOD®6S TEAM
10:30 AM Worship Service

December 6, 2009

GREETERS: Marge Camp/Donita Kaebel
USHERS Mark/Carol Kemper
LITURGIST:  Cathy Ekstrand

ACOLYTES:  Alex/Kaitlyn Vallas

0-2 NURSERY: Amy Deppe/Erica Kane

3-5 NURSERY: Nancy Davis/Emily Meyer
K-2 C CHURCH: Lori Johnson/Haleigh Forrest

December 13, 2009
GREETERS: Mayme Moody/Veva Windish
USHERS: Celene Duley/Mary Howard
LITURGIST:  Marilee Hurst
ACOLYTES: Catie Tracy/Mia Stevens
0-2 NURSERY: Connie Johnston

Jake Callister
3-5 NURSERY: Michelle/lan/Taylor Armbruster
K-2 C CHURCH: Kayla/Ashley Duley

December 20, 2009

GREETERS: Chris Stevens/Janet Vallas
USHERS: Mandy Garrett/Sherry Powers
LITURGIST:  Vic Ewalt

ACOLYTES: Ben/Emmie Crisco

0-2 NURSERY: Cheryl Whitehurst/Kayla Duley
3-5 NURSERY: Angie/Catie Tracy

K-2 C CHURCH: Michelle/lan/Taylor Armbruster

December 27, 2009
GREETERS: Jeanette/Chelsea Morse
USHERS: Charlotte Haley
Lavonne Rushing
LITURGIST:  Carol Kemper
ACOLYTES: FErica Kane/Hannah Parm
0-2 NURSERY: Celene/Ashley Duley
3-5 NURSERY: Michelle Forrest/Mia Stevens
K-2 C CHURCH: Angie/Catie Tracy

%ﬁ’kﬁﬁcember
-

ATTENTION: If you are unable to serve on the day

given, find someone from the list to trade with.

Please let Lavonne Rushing, Michelle Armbruster

(nursery) or Angie Tracy (childrends church) know i f
you no longer wish to serve or if you wish to add

your name to the list. THANK YOU!




