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Upcoming Events
Jan. 3: 11:30 a.m.
11:30 a.m.
Jan. 10: 2-7 p.m.
Jan. 12: 9:30 a.m.

Jan 17: 9:45 a.m.
11:30 a.m.

Jan. 19: 9:30a.m.
9:30 a.m.

Jan. 28: 12 Noon

Jan. 30: 10 a.m.

SHARE Sign Up
Take down Christmas
Decorations

Ignite Conference

UMW Meeting

Church Conference
Jr. High Soup Lunch

Seapco Screening
UMW Circle

MANNA Meal

SHARE Distribution

The United Methodist Church of EImwood
Mark Graham: Pastor
Kris Petermeyer: Administrative Assistant
Office: 7427221
t I &ad2NDa2s5g2%8 f Y g
Website:www.elmwoodumc.org
Email: markbegraham@yahoo.com

United Methodist Church of Eimwood
Elmwood, llinols
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We are followers of Jesus
Connecting to God and
One another, growing in
Faith and pouring our
Lives nto serving others.

EXecri tgeneett 2t 1 ons

Church Conference Sunday, January 17, 9:45m.

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH OF ELMWC

P.O. BOX 477
ADDRESS SERVICES REQUESTED

ELMWOOD, IL 61529
JANUARY 2010

All members of the church will haveevote to determine the will
of our congregation to proceed with a capital campaign to raise
the needed funds and to authorize the Building Committee to
havefinal blueprintsdrawnfor a building expansion.



http://www.elmwoodumc.org/
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As We Consider Buildin@n
OnSunday, January 1at 9:45 am., there will be
a church conferencbetween worship servicet®
vote on a proposal tdauncha capital campaign
and to authorize the Building Committee to have
final plans drawn up fora building expansion
project that pdentially would add a classroom
wing to the north and additional square footage to
the fellowship hall to the west. All members of
the church have a voice and a vote, including all
youth who have completed confirmation classes
and have been received inthurch membership.

This meeting is of utmost importance. The
Building Committee and church leadership need to
hear from the congregation your wishes
concerning building oo the church. If it is the
will of the body to continue with this proceghen
we will work very diligently the next five months
to communicate all the specific details about this
building project and the commitment from the
congregation that is necessary to complete this
project. The vote on January %7 not the final
vote. tis just one step along the way for us to see
where we are ando assess if the majority of the
congregation is behind the idea of building on.

The capital campaign will be conducted by a
company that works primarily with churches called
RSI. Dustin ddper, a United Methodist Pastor
and fulime consultant with RSIwill lead us
through this process by conducting training of
leadersand helping us prepare the publicity pieces
and information people will need to make a
decision about their commitmentot building on

The approach of RSl is very positive. It emphasizes

spiritual growth rather than fund raising. Its
primary thrust is to help followers of Jesus learn
about stewardship and how to be good stewards.
A steward, according to Jesus, is thesntiusted
servant. A steward is put in charge of all the
YIFadSNRa ¢SIfUuKoD D2 R
blessings to us. It is our responsibility to make the
most of all God entrusts to us and to maximize our
fruitfulness and effectiveness for God and the
work he calls us to do in our corner of the world.
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In small group settings and in larger-attiurch
meetings, we will learn togethewhat God is
calling us to dp what ministry needs we can most
effectively accomplish for children, youth, and
aduits, and what facilities we need in order to
fulfill our ministry goals. If we vote to move
forward in January, to go ahead with the capital
campaign,in May, families and individuals will be
asked to make a commitmerf their resources to
the buildingexpansion Aftercommitments have
been made we will assess oureadiness to go
ahead with building on.  Once the capital
campaign is completed and we have a clearer idea
of the financial picture with both funds on hand
as well as pledges committed, there will lze
second church conference in which all church
members will vote yes or no on the final proposal
for the building project. As you offer your input
and as we progress through each step,
refinements will be madeo fit our needs and to
fit our capacity to fulfill our commitments tour
final plan.

The time table to keep in mind is as follows:
Sunday January 10,-2 p.m. ¢ Ignite Conference
for church leadership team.

Sunday, January 17, 9:45 .ma ¢ Church
Confaenceto vote on proceeding with theapital
campaign and acquiring fihblueprints.

Monday & Tuesday, February 1 & -2 eadership
Training with RSI Consultant, Dustin Cooper
February ¢ March Gatherings for Prayer &
Preparation

April 25¢ Information Sunday

May 2¢ Advanced Commitment Sunday

May 23¢ Commitment Sunday

June 6¢ Celebration Sunday

Mid or Late June (to be arranged) Church
Conferenceo vote on a final proposal for building
expansion.

Please keep our church and our leaders in your
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faith, and commitment.

Ignite Conference; January 102010

The leader=f the congregation have
been invited to thelgnite Conference
that will be held at our church o8unday,
January 10from 2-7 pm. It isthe first
step in the upcoming capital campaign to
assess early on the overall feelingtire
congregation concerning building on to
the church. Those who attend will have
the chance to voice their concerns, ask
their questions, and to work together to
develop a sense of unity in our approach
to the capital campaign and building
project. Pastor Mark will be leading this
conference.

Childcare is available by request. A
light soup/sandwich supper will be served
in the evening before our final session. If
you have questions or concerns about the
Ignite Conference, please contact Pastor
Mark.

Mission Update-- Pleasant Hill School

Because of many generous people
from the congregation, we were able to
take a full pickup truck load of warm
coats, clothes,and school supplies to
Pleasant Hill School in Peoria. They were
so grateful to receive these items from us.
We were told that there are about 45
homeless children attending Pleasant Hill
school at the present. Most come with
only the clothes on theiback and have
no school supplies to use in the
classroom. Your generous (gifts are
making a difference with those who are
truly in need! Special thanks go to Mark
Kemper for his continued leadership with
this important nission project and to all
of youwho contributed so generously.

Stuff a Bus Christmas Baskets

On Monday, December 14, a bus
from the elementary school arrived at
the United Methodist Church carrying
boxes and boxes of canned goods and
non-perishable food items that have
been collected overthe last several
weeks. One of the 4 grade classes
unloaded all the boxes and brought
them into the church. Over 20
volunteers from area churches came
together to aganize all the food items
and to divide them between the
churches to be used forChristmas
baskets for families in need arfior local
food pantries. In the five years that
Pastor Mark has been here, this was the
biggest year yet, with more donations
than any of the previous years. It is
exciting to see the outpouring of
generosity fom members of this
community and the excitement among
the kids to be doing something good to
help others. The community is teaching
important values to the children to give
rather than receive and to pull together
with family and friends to do something
tKF §Qa YF{Ay3a GKS &St
for families who are going through
tough times. The churches will be
providing over 25 Christmas baskets in
our area and will have the opportunity
to restock food pantry shelves that have
recently been in short supyp Thanks to
all who participated and whaelped to
make this such a fun and rewarding time
for our churches to work together.



THANK YOU to all the wonderful volunteers
who have helped me during the past year with
counting the offering, folding bulletins, folding
the newsletter, putting labels and postage on
envelopes, stuffing letters and other assorted
office projects. They include Marilee Hurst,
Winifred Horney, Carol Foster, Karen Prouty,
Dorothy Clark, Mary Howard, Rene Schulz,
Nancy Wilson, Joey and Wayne Callister,
Karla Kane and Janet Mottaz. Also, thank you
to Sherry Powers for all the work you do as
Treasurer. If | forgot someone, | apologize.
Your help is greatly appreciated.

Kris Petermeyer

THANK YOU to the very talented musicians i
Don Forrest, Debbie Glenn, Tom Tracy,
Pastor Mark Graham and Pastor Scott
Livengood i who put on the wonderful concert
at Crossroads Church on December 13"
What an incredible evening of music and
fellowship 7 over 160 people were in
attendance. Thank you to Crossroads Church
for hosting the concert and providing all the
goodies, thank you to Josh McCarthy for
running the sound board and Thank you to
everyone who attended and gave to the
offering for the High School Auditorium
renovation. We raised over $500! Hallelujah!!

THANK YOU to all who participated in the
Youth Christmas Program this year. What a
wonderful way to help us remember the past,
enjoy today, and look forward to the future all
with the joy
Sandy Cantu for her originality and direction
and to Dean for his technical support. We
wish everyone a blessed New Year!
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THANK YOU to ALL OUR VOLUNTEERS
who work in the nursery, teach Sunday school,
teach during children
bar, provide music, help with the Manna Meal,
and any others. We could not provide the
ministries we do for our youth and adults
without your help.

THANK YOU to the Worship Committee and
all others who helped decorate the church for
Christmas. It is a big project and you did a
great job. The church looks beautiful.

Jr. High Youth: The Jr. High Youth are planning a
Soup Lunch for Sunday, January 17" at
11:30 a.m. Jr. High Youth will need to be at the
church to help with preparations by 10:30 a.m.
The funds raised from the Soup Lunch will help pay
for a planned snow tubing outing on February 20.
Any Jr. High youth that wish to go on the snow
tubing outing must attend at least one (1) youth
group meeting and help with the Soup Lunch.
Youth may RSVP for the trip at the soup fundraiser.
Mike & Jenni Case

Jr. High Youth Leaders

Sr. High Youth: The Sr. High Youth Group will
resume meeting on Sunday, January 10, 2010, at 6
p.m. at the church. We welcome any and all
volunteers . . . food providers/servers, leaders,
anyone interested in high school youth is
WELCOME!

We wilk gin selling Valentines on January 17"

l?h'e;fwll ost $5 for a card and cookie, and will be

delivered on Valentines Day. Proceeds from this

sale will benefit local mission projects as well as our
contribution to the Compassion Ministry.

Joe & Emily Webel

Sr. High Youth Leaders

chur

Reminder: i NO Sunday school or

Childrends Church on Sunday, December
27h We wil nesumé eur Suaday seleol
sessions and Childrends

January 3.

Offering Envelopes: Offering envelopes
for 2010 are available for pick-up up in the
foyer on the table under the bulletin board.
If you previously used offering envelopes,
you have already been assigned a
number and your envelopes are in the
larger box. If you have not used them
before but would like to, sign your name
on the sheet on the clipboard by the next
number available and take the envelopes
in the box with the corresponding number.

UMW News:

The UMW held their Christmas meeting
and installation of officers on Tuesday,
December 8". The officers that will be
serving in 2010 are:

President: Carol Kemper
Vice President: Charlotte Booth
Secretary: Mary Stenwall
Treasurer: Winifred Horney

A nice time was had by all in attendance.
The next meeting will be Tuesday,
January 12, 2010, at 9:30 a.m.
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9 AM RSHI

January 3, 2010

GREETERS: Keith/Betty Morse
USHERS: Connie Dalton/Sherry Powers
LITURGIST:  Joe Webel

0-5 NURSERY: Lisa Doubet/Kaitlyn Fuller
COFFEE BAR: Need Volunteers

January 10, 2010

GREETERS: Dean/Becky Hunt
USHERS: Lavonne Rushing/Janet
Vallas

LITURGIST: Ted Mottaz

0-5 NURSERY: Traci Whitney/Vinnie Catrino
COFFEE BAR: Need Volunteers

January 17, 2010

GREETERS: Kent/Georgia Stevens
USHERS: Larry/Norma Bowhay
LITURGIST:  Emily Webel

0-5 NURSERY: Julie Bartlow/Haleigh Forrest
COFFEE BAR: Need Volunteers

January 24, 2010

GREETERS: Marge Camp/Connie Dalton
USHERS: Don/Michelle Forrest
LITURGIST:  Lavonne Rushing

0-5 NURSERY: Heide Catrino/Chelsie Forrest
COFFEE BAR: Need Volunteers

January 31, 2010

GREETERS: Bev Keefer/Chris Ewalt
USHERS: Don/Marge Haahn
LITURGIST: Erik Davis

0-5 NURSERY: Michelle/lan/Taylor
Armbruster
COFFEE BAR: Need Volunteers

ATTENTION: If you are unable to serve on
the day given, find someone from the list to
trade with. Please let Lavonne Rushing,
Michelle Armbruster (nursery) or Angie Tracy
(chi |l dr e nkdosif yolnotongkrwish
to serve or if you wish to add your name to
the list. THANK YOU!

Sl(:__-Rth INg/BON B%ODGS TEAM



SERVI NG ON GOD&6S TEAM
10:30 AM Worship Service

January 3, 2010
GREETERS: John/Rita Callister

USHERS: Roland/Cathy Ekstrand
LITURGIST: Mark Kemper

ACOLYTES:  Mike Bledsoe/Jake Callister
0-2 NURSERY: Alana Parm/Emily Meyer
3-5 NURSERY: Emily Leggin/Erica Kane
K-2 C CHURCH: Becky Hunt/Traci Whitney

January 10, 2010

GREETERS: Danny/Marilyn Bowhay
USHERS: Bob Paige/Tom Morse
LITURGIST:  Chris Stevens

ACOLYTES: Kyle Doubet/Patrick Tracy

0-2 NURSERY: Shelli Shoop/Chelsea Morse
3-5 NURSERY: Jill Crisco/Alex Vallas

K-2 C CHURCH: Alana Parm/Erica Kane

January 17, 2010
GREETERS: Dave/Pat Pittman
USHERS: Bud/Lavonne Haney
LITURGIST: Tom Tracy
ACOLYTES: Deanna Cantu/Catie Tracy
0-2 NURSERY: Amy Deppe/Erik Davis
3-5 NURSERY: Connie Johnston/
Jake Callister
K-2 C CHURCH: Marni Stevens/Jared Roberts

January 24, 2010

GREETERS: Jim/Mary Dawson

USHERS: Don/Marilee Hurst

LITURGIST:  Jerry Wilson

ACOLYTES: Alex/Kaitlyn Vallas

0-2 NURSERY: Celene/Ashley Duley

3-5 NURSERY: Cheryl Whitehurst/
Mia Stevens

K-2 C CHURCH: Karla/Sara Kane

January 31, 2010

GREETERS: Dean/Sandy Cantu

USHERS: Chuck/Connie Johnston

LITURGIST:  Wayne Callister

ACOLYTES: Jared Roberts/Logan Whitney

0-2 NURSERY: Allie Johnston/Nancy Davis

3-5 NURSERY: Michelle/lan/Taylor
Armbruster

K-2 C CHURCH: Celene/Ashley Duley




United Methodist Church of ElImwood
Committees for 2010

Annual Conference Representative:
To Be Arranged

Every June there is a meeting of the lIllinois Great
Rivers Conference that brings together pastors and
church representatives to set policy for the United
Methodist churches in central and southern lllinois
(all of llinois south of 1-80). We have a voice and a
vote as policy is set for the mission and ministries
of our churches and decisions are made concerning
such issues as pension and insurance for pastors.

Building Committee:
Chairperson: Lawrence Kane (446-9454)
Erik Davis

Don Forrest

Randy Furrer

Dean Hunt

Mark Kemper

Alana Parm

Lisa Roberts

Terry Schulz

Tom Tracy

Doug Whitney

Education Committee:
Chairperson: Karla Kane (446-9454)

Nursery Director, VBSandChi | dr end s

Coordinators, Youth Leaders.

Michelle Armbruster i Nursery Director
Lisa Roberts i VBS Coordinator

Angie Tracyi Chi Il drends Chur ch

Joe & Emily Webel 7 Sr. High Youth Leaders
Jenni & Mike Case i Jr. High Youth

Education is a hands-on committee that plans
and provides education for all ages. Their
primary responsibilities include weekly Sunday
school, Vacation Bible School, and special
events for childrenos
year.

Endowment Committee:
Chairperson: Terry Schulz
Treasurer: Mark Kemper

Don Forrest Mary Howard
Carol Foster Bob Paige

The Endowment Committee is responsible for
overseeing the investment and use of funds
given to the church for the endowment. They
also work with the pastor to provide
information and education to the congregation
to consider endowment as part of their church

giving.

Fellowship Committee:

Chairperson: Lavonne Haney (742-8604)
Charlotte Booth

Connie & Wayne Dalton

Mary & Jim Dawson

Evelyn & Al Dorich

Bud Haney

Donita Kaebel

Wilma Purtle

The Fellowship Committee works with the
pastor to plan and provide opportunities for
food and fellowship throughout the year. This
committee is also a hands-on committee
involved in decorating tables, set-up, and
clean-up.

Chur ch

Memorial Committee:
Chairperson: Mary Dawson (742-8008)
Carol Foster

?e(t)ty Kring! i nator
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This committee oversees the responsible use
of all monies given to the church in memory of
loved ones. They work in consultation with the
pastor and trustees to honor the wishes of
families and to meet the needs of the church.

ni stry throughout t he

Finance Committee:

Chairperson: Joe Webel (217) 621-7362

Mandated Members: Carol & Mark

Kemper

Kris Petermeyer

Pastor Mark Graham

Trustees 1 Terry Schulz/TBA

Class of 2010: Winifred Horney
Tom Morse

Class of 2011: Brad Johnson
Nancy Richards
Joe Webel

Class of 2012: Andy Bartlow
Matt Deppe
Stephanie Webster

The Finance Committee is responsible for
making recommendations to the Administrative
Council for setting the annual budget,
stewardship, and educating the congregation
concerning their giving. They oversee the work
of the church treasurer and finance secretary
to make sure that bills are paid and that the
church finances are handled responsibly.

Lay Leader: Chris Ewalt

Nominations & Leadership

Development:

Chairperson: Pastor Mark Graham

Class of 2010: Michelle Forrest
Mary Howard

Class of 2011: Traci Whitney

Class of 2012: Marni Stevens

This committee assesses the needs for
leadership and committee membership
according to the gifts and interests of
those in our congregation so that every
ministry has the right people to get their
work done.

Membership Committee:
Chairperson: To Be Arranged
Ruth Arnold

Marilyn Bowhay

Connie Dalton

Alana Parm

Mary Stenwall

This committee oversees the care of the
churchdéds member s, i s
and follow-up with newcomers, and contact
with inactive members. Their work is to
encourage the entire congregation to extend
Christian hospitality and care to all who have
or seek a connection with the church.

Missions Committee:
Chairperson: Marge Camp (742-8268)
Marilyn Bowhay (SHARE)

Missions help the congregation to be
aware of opportunities for giving and
opportunities for hands-on mission work
in the community and beyond.

Pastor-Parish Relations Committee:
Chair: Michelle Seipel (446-9821)
Class of 2010: JoAnne Endres
Randy Furrer
Michelle Seipel
Class of 2011: Lisa Roberts
Shelli Shoop
Janis Waite
Class of 2012: Michelle Dunn
Karen Prouty
Chris Ewalt 1 Lay Leader
Annual Conf. Delegate 1 To Be
Arranged

This committee oversees the ongoing work of
the pastor and staff of the congregation,
makes recommendations for salary, is
responsible for the employment of all staff
except for the pastor, and evaluates the
ministry and focus of the congregation.

resp



Scholarship Committee:
Don Forrest Chris Stevens
Marilee Hurst Cheryl Whitehurst

This committee receives applications for
scholarships and makes decisions annually for
awarding scholarships to members of the
congregation who are high school graduates
and are furthering their education.

SHARE: Marilyn Bowhay (742-7391)

The SHARE representative is a link from our church
to this community-wide food co-op. We provide the
use of the fellowship hall one Saturday per month
for the distribution of SHARE food to people in our
community.

Prayer Chain: Carol Foster (742-8217)

Trustees:
Co-Chairs: Terry Schulz (368-4478
To Be Arranged
Class of 2010: John Callister

Lois Hill

Lori Johnson

Carol Kemper

Bob Paige

Terry Schulz
Class of 2011: Chris Dunn

Dean Hunt

Jeff Roberts
Class of 2012: Brad Crisco

Ted Mottaz

Kent Stevens

The Trustees oversee the care and
maintenance of the church property, including
the parsonage. They make decisions
concerning all projects to make improvements
on the church property as needed and to find
either volunteers with the necessary skills or to
make decisions concerning the hiring of skilled
laborers when needed.

Wedding Hostesses:
Michelle Forrest
Connie Johnston
Nancy Richards

Lavonne Rushing
Charmaine Smith

When there is a wedding at the church a
hostess is present for the hour before the
wedding to provide assistance to the pastor
and to meet the needs of the bridal party and
families as they prepare for the wedding.

Worship Committee:

Chairperson: Lavonne Rushing (742-8010)
Mary Dawson

Michelle Forrest

Connie Johnston

Beverly Keefer

Janet Vallas

Emily Webel

In consultation with the pastor, the worship
committee provides the needed leadership
and volunteers for special services and
Sunday morning worship.

If you note any corrections or additions
that need to be made, please advise the
office. Thank you.

Below are a few pictures from the
Community Christmas Concert held at
Crossroads Church on December 13. It
was an awesome evening of music,
fellowship and food.




