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July 5 
 11:30 a.m. SHARE Sign Up 
 
July 9 
 6 p.m. Building Committee Mtg. 
 
July 13 
 7 p.m. MANNA Board Meeting 
 
July 16 
 6:30 p.m. Alpha Group meets 
  at Downard’s home 
 
July 18  
 9-11 a.m. Pre-K VBS at Crossroads 
 
July 19 –23 
 6:30 – 8:30 p.m. 
  K-6th VBS at Crossroads 
 
July 25  
 10 a.m. SHARE Distribution 
 7-11 p.m. Scrapbooking Night 
 
July 30  
 12 noon MANNA Meal 
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 www.elmwoodumc.org
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 markbegraham@yahoo.com











































































���� 


 








�������
�� ����!"�"
����#�$���%������
���������	
����



���������	
���	�
�	�	�	�����	����	

�����	���	����	���	�����	
�������	
���	��	�	 !�������	
���	"#	

$���	�	
���	%���		�	�	$ �! 	&���� 

����	�
���

����������
������


�	����������
�����
��������	
��
������
�����

���
������
�����	�
����
� !"�!!#$


 
�
�
�
�
�

2�

��
���������
��
4��5� 

/����+	���
	�
$��

��

���

��	%���
�������
��

6
�	%

��
7�5����
�5�

��*��
��	�
���*���
�	%����




���
8�

9

"�

8:
�9

��8

/:

�;/
:
�

6

��"

2�
�9



���

�
<
�=


-
,,


��"
2�

�9
�
�

�
�
�� 

!


 )9

9;
���


��
;>

�/�
�
;

�?
���

8�
9


���
���

���
	�



&��������
��������������� and Youth Ministries  
 The Administrative Council approved a 
proposal from the Pastor Parish Relations 
Committee to establish a new paid position at 
church for a Director of Children and Youth 
Ministries and to hire Karla Kane to fill this 
position.  Karla will be working part-time (20 – 
25 hours per week).  She will be supervising 
and coordinating children and youth ministries, 
including Children’s Church, Sunday School, 
Jr. and Sr. High Youth Groups, and new 
children’s music programs that are planned for 
the fall.  She will have regular office hours at 
the church, yet to be determined, and will work 
with Pastor Mark and Kris Petermeyer to lead 
and coordinate the ministries involving 
children and youth.   
 This is an important step for our 
congregation as we continue to grow.  The 
heart of our ministry is our volunteers.  It is 
good to have Karla on board as she has the 
organizational and relational skills to prepare 
and oversee the work of our volunteers in 
these important areas.   
 I want to thank the members of the Pastor 
Parish Relations Committee for their hard 
work and especially the chairperson, Michelle 
Seipel, for her leadership in making this 
proposal and presentation to the Finance 
Committee and the Administrative Council.  I 
also thank the members of the Finance 
Committee and Administrative Council for their 
thoughtfulness and prayers as they 
deliberated and came to this decision.  May 
God continue to bless us and guide us as we 
provide for ministry now and prepare for 
ministry in the future. 
 
Thank You 
 I want to thank the congregation for 
bearing with us during an especially hectic 
time in our lives.  We are safely moved to 
Galesburg and the hard work of packing and 
unpacking is not completed but at least far 
enough along that we can catch our breath.  I 
hope to be back on track with my 
responsibilities at the church and with my 
involvement in the community.  I am sorry that 

I have had to put some duties on hold while 
we made the move and focused our attention 
on urgent family matters.  Thanks for your 
understanding and support.          Pastor Mark 

Mission News -- Faith in Action 
 “Don’t Go to Church!  Be the church!”  This 
is the catch phrase for the sermon series and 
program that the church will participate in 
during the month of August.  On Sunday, 
August 30 , all who come will be invited to 
participate in a mission project of their choice.  
Projects will include such things as a free car 
wash, baking cookies at the church and 
delivering them to our neighbors, picking up 
trash along road-ways, home-repair, door-to-
door give-aways, visiting the homebound and 
those in nursing homes, and writing cards to 
send to those who are homebound or are in 
the midst of other difficult circumstances.  
There will something for everyone to do.  After 
everyone has completed their mission 
projects, we will return to the church for a 
closing celebration.   
 The schedule for our concluding day of 
mission projects on Sunday, August 30  is as 
follows: 
9:00 am Combined “Sending Out” Worship  
                Service 
9:30 am – 1:00 pm   Mission Projects to reach  
  the community and surrounding area 
1:00 pm  – Potluck Lunch at church; hot dogs  
  & hamburgers, beverages provided;  
  bring a dish to pass  
1:45 – 2:30  pm  – Closing Celebration 
 If you have ideas for mission projects 
please notify Pastor Mark or the church office.   
 The main emphasis of this program is to 
get us beyond the church walls to reach out to 
the surrounding community with the love of 
Christ.  I hope we will have 100% participation.  
Everyone can serve.  Everyone can put their 
faith into action. 

Pastor Mark  

2009 IGR Annual Conference 
 This year’s Annual conference brought 
a new insight into this first timer attendee.   
The business sessions had many items on 
the agenda -- some legislative policy 
changes were just wording, others were 
cause for serious debates.  There were 
too many items to list at this time but I felt 
the Conference made the proper 
decisions.  Some of these decisions will 
reflect on us as it will on every UMC in our 
conference and Pastor Mark and I will 
forward that information on to the proper 
committees.  A sad time came with the 
voting of the closing of several Churches.  
Two in our area were Elmore UMC and 
Fairview UMC.  A video was shown 
featuring Pastors Fred and Darlene with 
the Elmore UMC. 
 The worship services and Morning 
Manna with Bishop Palmer were inspiring.  
Bishop Palmer is focusing on hospitality 
within our Churches, Homes, and 
Communities.  We are the people of The 
UMC.  Our mission is: Making disciples of 
Jesus Christ for the transformation of the 
world. 
 We live by two kinds of holiness:  
Personal and Social 
 We follow three simple rules:  Do no 
harm, do good , stay in love with God 
 We work in four areas of focus:  
  1.Developing leaders 
  2. Creating places for new people 
  3. Eliminating poverty 
  4. Improving health globally 
 With these in mind the focus of the 
2009 Illinois Great Rivers Annual 
Conference was “Radical Hospitality:  
Welcoming All God’s Children.”  This is 
not just a tool to entertain people but a 
way of life to sustain a strong Christian 
Community.  Christian Hospitality may be 
difficult, but God does supply in amazing 
ways.  We are called to Invite our guests 
into a way of life at Elmwood UMC -- the 
life that God wants us to live, with open 
hearts, open minds, and open doors. 

 Several reports were provided by 
guest speakers with videos.  The Liberia 
Conference report and the Africa 
University report were two very 
interesting talks.  These are projects that 
we support. The Bishop is organizing a 
trip within the next 12 months to the 
Africa University.   
 I sat with the same members 
throughout the conference and we 
realized as we exchanged information at 
the close of the conference that we had 
already participated in Christian 
Hospitality. 

Chris Ewalt 
Annual Conference Member 

Building Committee Update 
 The Building Committee has offered 
a contract to hire Landes-Benson-
Parkins as the architect firm to design 
building plans for an expansion of the 
present church facility.  This architect 
firm is the same firm that was 
responsible for the design of our present 
church building.  The building committee 
has submitted their ideas to Dennis 
Parkins, the architect who will be 
working with us.  He will be meeting with 
the committee in the coming weeks with 
preliminary drawings.   
 It is hoped that by this fall building 
plans will be available for the 
congregation to see and for the church 
as a whole to vote on a building plan.  A 
building expansion will only take place 
with the approval of a church conference 
in which all members of the church will 
have a vote.  If you have ideas or 
suggestions for what needs to be 
included in a building expansion, please 
share your ideas with any member of the 
Building Committee.    
 Members of the Building Committee 
are:  Lawrence Kane, Chairperson; Terry 
Schulz, Mark Kemper, Lisa Roberts, 
Alana Parm, Doug Whitney, Dean Hunt, 
Randy Furrer, Erik Davis, Tom Tracy, 
and Don Forrest. 



T-SHIRTS FOR SALE 
GOT JESUS? T Shirts are still available.  Most 
sizes are youth and small adult.  If you haven’t 
had a chance to pick one up doing mission 
work, they will be available in the fellowship 
hall from 10 to 10:30 a.m. between worship 
services during the month of July.  Cost is 
$10. 
 

 
CROCODILE DOCK:  Last chance to register 
for Elmwood Community Vacation Bible 
School 2009!  Preschool VBS is July 18th from 
9 to 11:30 a.m.; VBS for K-6th grades is July 
19-23 from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m.  All sessions will 
be held at Crossroads Church.  If you are 
planning to volunteer or have children 
planning to attend, please complete and 
submit your registration forms.  Forms are 
available at the church, or can be downloaded 
from the church website.  We also have a 
sign-up list for donations of supplies at the 
church.  Thanks to all who are volunteering 
and contributing donations.  We couldn’t do it 
without you! 
 

VBS Supplies Needed  
To be borrowed (please label with name):  
Plastic ferns and plants 
Couch cushions/bean bag chairs 
4-5 Blankets 
2 Plastic Bowls 
2 Fans 
 
To be donated (not returned):  
Small container of red powdered drink mix 
Large red dot stickers (pkg. of 300) 
60 brown paper grocery bags 
Red washable poster paint 
Plastic containers 
6 large packages wet wipes 
2 boxes Matzo Crackers 
Cardboard tubes from wrapping paper rolls 
Transparent packing tape (2-3 rolls) 
100 “AA” batteries. 

PLEASANT HILL SCHOOL SUPPLIES:  
Each year at VBS, we do a mission project with the 
kids.  For the past several years, we have been 
donating school supplies to Pleasant Hill School in 
Peoria.  Below is the list of supplies that we will 
begin to collect at VBS.  If you would like to assist 
with donations, there will be a collection box at the 
church.  Thank you for helping with this worthy 
cause. 
 
12” rulers with inches and centimeters 
9” x 12” clipboards 
Baby wipes 
Book bags/backpacks 
Crayons – 24 count 
Colored Pencils – 12 count 
Dry Erase Markers – 4 count 
Elmer’s glue 
Fiskar scissors 
Glue Sticks 
Gym shoes 
Highlighters 
Index card boxes 
Index cards – lined and unlined 
Large boxes of Kleenex 
Large pink erasers 
No. 2 pencils 
Notebook paper (loose) 
Pencil top erasers 
Pocket folders 
Spiral notebooks 
Water color paints 
Ziploc bags – gallon & quart sizes 
Zipper supply bags 
 

 
 
Congratulations and best wishes to the following 
families who recently welcomed a new baby into 
their family: 
 
Josh and Jill (Camp) Williams on the birth of their 
daughter, Jerica Leigh Williams, on June 8, 2009; 
and 
 
Joe and Emily Webel on the birth of their daughter, 
Amelia Jane Webel, on June 10, 2009.   
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� In memory of their 61st wedding 

anniversary by Mary Anne & 
Richard Radochia 
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Congratulations and Best Wishes on 
her Retirement by Chris & Vic Ewalt 
and Marni & Todd Stevens and their 
families 
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We extend our deepest sympathy to the 
families of the following loved ones: 
 
Ruth Lagerbloom, sister of Don Hurst, who 
passed away June 16, 2009; 
 
Robert L. Whelan, brother of Don Whelan, who 
passed away June 17, 2009; and 
 
Daurine Fleisher, cousin of Wayne Fleisher, 
who passed away June 19, 2009. 
 
BIRTHDAY and ANNIVERSARY LIST  
I have placed a list of the Birthdays and 
Anniversaries that I currently have on the table 
outside the office door.  Please take a minute 
to look it over and make sure that your family’s 
birthdays and anniversaries are listed and on 
the correct date.  Please make additions or 
corrections as needed or leave the information 
in the office.  Thanks for your help.     Kris 
 
OFFERING ENVELOPES:  If you have any 
unused Offering Envelopes from previous 

years, please turn them into the office.  We 
can recycle them for use in the pew racks.  
Thanks. 

 

������������������������������������ ���� I want to thank my church 
family for their prayers, cards, visits and 
concern during my recent surgery.  It 
was deeply appreciated. 
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SERVING ON GOD’S TEAM 
9 AM WORSHIP  

 
July 5, 2009  
GREETERS: Don/Michelle Forrest & 
Family 
USHERS: Roland/Cathy Ekstrand 
LITURGIST: Nancy Davis 
0-2 NURSERY: Traci Whitney/Dom Catrino 
3-5 NURSERY: Karla Kane/Kaitlyn Fuller 
COFFEE BAR: Sherry Powers 
 
July 12, 2009  
GREETERS: Chris/Michelle Dunn 
USHERS: Don/Michelle Forrest 
LITURGIST: Todd Stevens 
0-2 NURSERY: Sarah Caulkins/Vinnie 
Catrino 
3-5 NURSERY: Heide/Tony Catrino 
COFFEE BAR: Celene Duley & Family 
 Mark & Carol Kemper 
 
July 19, 2009  
GREETERS: Keith/Betty Morse 
USHERS: Don/Marge Haahn 
LITURGIST: Chris Dunn 
0-2 NURSERY: Robin/Miranda Furrer 
3-5 NURSERY: Erik Davis/Chelsie Forrest 
COFFEE BAR: Kane Family 
 
July 26, 2009  
GREETERS: Dean/Becky Hunt 
USHERS: Andy Bartlow/Joe Webel 
LITURGIST: Chris Ewalt 
0-2 NURSERY: Lisa Doubet/Haleigh Forrest 
3-5 NURSERY: Michelle/Ian/Taylor 
Armbruster 
COFFEE BAR: Marilyn Bowhay 
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CAMP BIG SKY GOLF SCRAMBLE:  September 
19, 2009 at Oak Run Golf Course, Dahinda, IL.  
Tee Time is 8:30 a.m.  For more information check 
our website at www.campbigsky.org or call (309) 
258-6002. 
 

SERVING ON GOD’S TEAM 
10:30 AM Worship Service 

 
July 5, 2009  
GREETERS: Danny/Marilyn Bowhay 
USHERS Al/Evelyn Dorich 
LITURGIST: TBA 
ACOLYTES:  Mia Stevens/Alex Vallas 
0-2 NURSERY:  Shelli Shoop/Erica Kane 
3-5 NURSERY:  Veronica/Gabby Haskell 
C CHURCH:  Erik Davis/Haleigh Forrest 
 
July 12, 2009  
GREETERS: John/Rita Callister 
USHERS:    Chuck/Connie Johnston 
LITURGIST:   Vic Ewalt 
ACOLYTES:  Erica Kane/Catie Tracy 
0-2 NURSERY:  Amy Deppe/Alex Vallas 
3-5 NURSERY:  Allie Johnston/Alana Parm 
C CHURCH:  Marni Stevens/Sara Kane 
 
July 19, 2009  
GREETERS: Wayne/Joey Callister 
USHERS: Bob/Beverly Keefer 
LITURGIST: Mandy Garrett 
ACOLYTES: Mike Bledsoe/Jared Roberts 
0-2 NURSERY:  Ashley Duley/Erica Kane 
3-5 NURSERY:  Marni/Mia Stevens 
C CHURCH:  Lori Johnson/Allie Johnston 
 
July 26, 2009  
GREETERS:  Dean/Sandy Cantu 
USHERS: Celene/Kayla Duley 
LITURGIST:  Miranda Furrer 
ACOLYTES:  Jake Callister/Logan Whitney 
0-2 NURSERY:  Cheryl Whitehurst 
  Chelsea Morse 
3-5 NURSERY:  Angie/Catie Tracy 
C CHURCH:  Alana Parm/Ethan Callister 
 

 

ATTENTION: If you are unable to serve on the day 
given, find someone from the list to trade with.  
Please let Lavonne Rushing, Michelle Armbruster 
(nursery) or Angie Tracy (children’s church) know if 
you no longer wish to serve or if you wish to add 
your name to the list.   THANK YOU!  
 


