
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                                      

 

The 
   
 
 
 
 
        We are followers of Jesus 
        Connecting to God and 
        One another, growing in 
        Faith and pouring our 
        lives Into serving others. 
 

The United Methodist Church of Elmwood 
Mark Graham:  Pastor 

Kris Petermeyer: Administrative Assistant 
Office: 742-7221  Pastor’s Home: 309-692-2264 

Pastor’s Cell:  309-258-2258 
e-mail:  markbegraham@yahoo.com or markbegraham@elmnet.net  

 

Strawberry Festival        
  Saturday, June 7 
 
Our congregation will be well-represented 
in the events of the Elmwood Strawberry 
Festival: 
  
The United Methodist Women  
will be selling strawberry jam at the food 
tent from 10:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m. 
 
The church’s contemporary worship group,              
“Closer to Free”, will be on the stage at  
10:00 am. 
 
 
Plan to come out for the festivities to support 
the community and the church.                                      
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Upcoming Events:  
 
Sunday, June 1:  
10 a.m. Worship – Confirmation 
11 a.m. SHARE Sign Up and Reception for 

Confirmation Class 
 
Tuesday, June 3:  
6 p.m. Building Study Team Meeting 
 
June 4-7:  Annual Conference - Peoria 
 
Saturday, June 7:   Strawberry Festival 
10 a.m. Closer to Free Plays 
All Day UMW selling strawberry jam 
2 p.m. Harper/Little Wedding at UMC 
 
Sunday, June 8:  
10 a.m. Worship Service 
3 p.m. VBS Area Leaders Meeting 
4 p.m. VBS Church Reps. Meeting 
 
Monday, June 9:  
7 p.m. Manna Board Meeting 
 
Tuesday, June 10:  
7:30 a.m. UMW Trip to Cunningham 
6:30 p.m. Trivoli UMW Guest Night 
 
Sunday, June 15:  
10 a.m. Worship-New Members Received 
 
Thursday, June 19:  
6:30 p.m. Alpha Group at Downard’s 
 
Sunday, June 22:  
10 a.m. Worship–New Members Received 
12 p.m. Community Churches Picnic 
2 p.m. All VBS Volunteers Meeting 
 
Monday, June 23:  
  UMW Dist. Prayer Breakfast-Pekin 
 
Thursday, June 26:  
12 p.m. Manna Meal 
 
Saturday, June 28:  
10 a.m. SHARE Distribution 
10 a.m. Dream Center Cookout -Peoria 
 

 
 



MISSION NEWS 
Dream Center  AOK -- Acts of Kindness 
 The Peoria Dream Center is partnering 
with local churches to have an outreach 
ministry to some of the poorer neighborhoods 
in Peoria.  The goal is to offer Christ’s love by 
serving people in the inner-city and to build 
trusting relationships which will lead them to 
Christ. The next event is Saturday, June 28, 
11:00 am.  We will have the opportunity to 
partner with First United Methodist Church to 
put on a cookout for the Morton Square 
neighborhood.  Volunteers will be needed to 
help cook and serve and connect with the 
people in the neighborhood.  We will meet at 
the Elmwood church at 10:00 a.m.  to 
carpool and drive together into Peoria.  There 
will be a sign-up at church for those 
interested in participating in this ministry. 
 
THE CHURCH’S MISSION GIVING GROWS 
 The Administrative Council approved a 
proposal to give $300 to each of the following 
mission projects: 
 Todd Hastings  – The former pastor at 
the Crossroads Assembly of God will soon 
be leaving the United States with his wife, 
Arnetta, to serve as missionaries in China.  It 
is a worthwhile project to support one of our 
own from the community of Elmwood.  Keep 
Todd, Arnetta and their son, Chase, in your 
prayers as they make this journey this 
summer and get settled in their new home in 
China.  We pray that God’s blessings will be 
upon Todd and Arnetta as they begin this 
new ministry.   
 Camp Big Sky – The camp is a non-profit 
organization serving people with disabilities 
that relies on the donations of community 
organizations and individuals to serve their 
clients. Every camper and student makes 
use of the camp facilities free of charge. As 
we continue our relationship with the camp 
and volunteer with both work projects and 
serving campers this summer, it is fitting that 
we also support the work of the camp with 
our resources.   For more information about 

Camp Big Sky and about the camp calendar 
check out their website:   
http://why-not-now.org/main.htm  
 
Peoria Dream Center –  We are partnering 
with the Peoria First United Methodist Church 
to serve an under-resourced neighborhood in 
Peoria.  We will have the chance to 
participate in service projects throughout the 
summer to serve the Morton Square 
neighborhood.  Our resources will help fund 
the events that are planned this summer 
including a cookout scheduled on June 28. 
 
Mission Trip to Romania 
 A special offering was received at church 
to support Jacob Ekstrand who will be going 
on a mission trip to Romania later this 
summer. Jake and the rest of the team will 
have the opportunity to connect with a youth 
ministry in Romania to encourage them in 
their faith and to participate alongside the 
Romanian youth in ministries for families and 
children. The amount of the offering that was 
received for Jake was $426.  

 
BUILDING STUDY UPDATE 
 The Building Study Team will be meeting 
on Tuesday, June 3, at 6:00 p.m.  to analyze 
the data that has been compiled from the 
congregation’s survey concerning ministry 
and facility needs.  Among areas of greatest 
concern expressed by the congregation are 
parking, adequate space for nursery and 
meeting space for children and youth 
ministries.   
 The Building Study Team will be making 
plans for a community-wide survey to be 
conducted later this summer. 
 The Building Study Team meetings are 
open to anyone who would like to attend.  
Your input is greatly appreciated.                      
      Lawrence Kane -- Chairperson 

Getting Ready for September 7 
 September 7 is the first Sunday following 
Labor Day weekend.  It is the kick-off 
Sunday for all our fall ministries, including 
Sunday School, and for several children and 
youth ministry events.  It is a target date for 
our congregation to be ready for new 
families and individuals who settle in our 
area and who are potentially looking for a 
church home. It is a date for us to keep in 
mind as we plan for continued growth in 
worship and in our ministries for children, 
youth, and adults.  What do we need to do 
with parking?  What do we need to do with 
the church nursery?  How can we best use 
the space that is available to us now?  How 
can we best provide a safe space for people 
of all ages to learn and grow in Christ? 
 In order to respond to a number of these 
concerns the Administrative Council 
approved a proposal to change the worship 
time from 10:00 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. 
beginning September 7 .  The worship 
service time will remain at 10:00 a.m. 
throughout this summer.  However, when 
Sunday School resumes on September 7, 
the Sunday morning schedule will be 
Sunday School at 9:00 a.m. and worship at 
10:30 a.m.  
 The purpose of this change is to relieve 
some of the congestion between Sunday 
School and worship, to allow for transition 
time for Sunday school teachers and 
students to find seating in worship, and to 
give time and space for the choir to practice 
and prepare for worship. Having a full 30 
minutes between Sunday School and 
worship will also give us an optional block of 
time for fellowship and refreshments prior to 
worship rather than waiting until after 
worship for fellowship time.  
 Small changes and large changes can be 
unsettling.  You who have been a part of this 
church for some time are being asked to 
adjust your Sunday morning routine. As we 
grow as a congregation and more 
importantly as we grow as followers of 
Jesus, we are going to be stretched and 

challenged to do more and become more 
committed and more faithful than ever 
before.  I wholeheartedly agree and 
support the Administrative Council’s 
decision.  I believe it is the right step for us 
to take at this time to deal with the 
challenges of growth and to respond to the 
needs of those who are connecting with 
our congregation.  I invite you to continue 
to lift up our church in prayer that we will 
be responsive to God’s call and we will 
continue to be challenged to be fruitful in 
sharing the love of Jesus Christ. 

Pastor Mark 
 

 
 
Community-Wide Church Picnic 
The churches of Elmwood are coming 
together for a community-wide picnic on 
Sunday, June 22, at 12 noon  in Central 
Park.  Following worship we will gather at 
the park for food and fellowship to 
celebrate that we are one family in Christ.  
Charcoal grills and beverages will be 
provided.  Please bring table service, lawn 
chairs, hot dogs, hamburgers, buns, etc. 
for your family, and a dessert to share.  
Our church will also be providing the 
coleslaw.  For more information contact 
Pastor Mark. 
 

����
We extend our deepest sympathy to the 
loved ones of Karen Woodcock, who 
passed away May 7th. 



 
VBS:   Vacation Bible School 2008 will be 
held at our church July 20-24.  Children 
ages preschool through 6th grade (based 
on grade completed) will be visiting the 
“Power Lab” each evening from 6:30-
8:30 p.m.  There is no fee to register, 
and registration is now open.  VBS this 
year is a community effort in partnership 
with the First Presbyterian Church of 
Elmwood and Crossroads Church.  We 
are expecting lots of kids and, therefore, 
we also need lots of volunteers.  Each 
volunteer is asked to complete a 
volunteer registration form as well as a 
background check.  Children’s and 
volunteer registration forms are available 
on the table outside the sanctuary.  
Please contact Lisa Roberts (742-8931) 
with any questions. 
 

 
 
The Confirmation Class will be confirmed 
during the morning worship service on 
Sunday, June 1, at 10 a.m. and will be 
honored following the service with a cake 
and punch reception in the fellowship 
hall.  All are welcome to join us as we 

extend congratulations and best wishes 
to the class members:  Mike Bledsoe, 
Jake Callister, Jared Ekstrand, Kaitlyn 
Fuller and Drake Whitehurst. 

 

 
 
Young Disciples:  
As our student membership grows and 
more children are involved in our Young 
Disciples group that meets during the 10 
a.m. worship service, we are making a 
few changes effective June 1st to 
accommodate everyone.  We will now 
have two Young Disciples groups: K–2nd 
grade and 3rd–5th grade.  This is based 
on grade completed and the change date 
is September 1 so that we follow the 
school year as well as our Sunday 
School program.  
 
Thank you to all the volunteers who 
made this program possible during the 
past year and to the volunteers who have 
recently signed up as teachers and 
assistants.  If you have any questions or 
would like to help with the program, 
please contact Angie Tracy at 742-2020. 

 
 

SUMMER CAMP 
If you are planning to attend camp this 
summer and raised money to help with 
expenses, please contact the church 
office to receive your funds.   
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 A big thank you to all 
the ladies who came to 
help make jam on 
Tuesday, May 20.  Since 
we had so many good 
helpers, we were able to 
finish by noon.  We were 
back in the kitchen on 
Tuesday, May 27 and 
once again had several 
great volunteers.  Thank 
you so much for 
donating your time and energy.  We 
would also like to thank all of those who 
donated sugar, pectin, jars and lids.  We 
will be selling our jam at the Strawberry 
Festival on Saturday, June 7.  See you 
there. 
 Our trip to Cunningham Children’s 
Home is coming up on June 10.  You 
need to sign up if you want to go.  We 
will be leaving the church at 7:30 a.m. 
for a guided tour and lunch at 
Cunningham. 
 Upon arriving back in Elmwood, we 
are invited to the Trivoli Methodist 
Church for their Salad Buffet Guest 
Night at 6:30 p.m.  The entertainment 
will be storyteller Kay Price.  Also 
coming up in June is the District Prayer 
Breakfast on June 23 at Pekin Grace 
Methodist Church. 

Evelyn Dorich, UMW President 
 
 

 

Summer Music:   If you would like to 
provide special music for the morning 
worship service during the summer, a 
sign up sheet is on the table under the 
bulletin board in the foyer. 
 

����
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On behalf of the Trustees, Thank you  
to everyone that helped at the 
Trustees workday on May 17th.  We 
cleaned, moved gravel, pulled weeds, 
washed windows, performed repairs 
and worked on various other projects.  
We really appreciate everyone taking 
their time to help. 
 

 
 
Dear Church Family:  My family and I 
would like to thank you for your 
generous financial support of my 
mission trip to Romania this summer.  
This church has provided me a 
foundation of faith that I hope to be 
able to share with others.  I’ll be sure 
to tell everyone over there what a great 
church family I have and how much all 
of you have supported me, not only 
now, but through my years of growing 
up in the church.  Please pray for me 
and my team that we have a safe trip 
and for our efforts there.  I will be 
leaving the last week of July and 
returning the second week of August. 

Thanks again.  Jake Ekstrand 



 
SERVING ON GOD’S TEAM 

10 AM WORSHIP  
June 1, 2008  
GREETERS: Celene Duley/Chris Stevens 
USHERS Erik Davis/Tom Morse 
LITURGIST:  Tom Tracy 
ACOLYTES: Mike Bledsoe/Jake Callister 
0-2 NURSERY:  Emily Webel 
2-4 NURSERY:  Marni Stevens/Haleigh Forrest 
K-2 C CHURCH:  Michelle/Taylor/Ian Armbruster 
3-5 C CHURCH:  Angie Tracy/Allie Johnston 
 
June 8, 2008  
GREETERS: Marge Camp/Diana Ladd 
USHERS:    Bud/Lavonne Haney 
LITURGIST:   Lavonne Rushing 
ACOLYTES:  Ashlyn Offenback/Mia Stevens 
0-2 NURSERY:  Cheryl Whitehurst/A. Johnston 
2-4 NURSERY:  Michelle/Taylor Armbruster 
K-2 C CHURCH: Becky Hunt/Chelsea Morse 
3-5 C CHURCH:   Dean Hunt/Ashley Duley 
 
June 15, 2008  
GREETERS: Peggy Harding/Lavonne Rushing 
USHERS: Jeremy/Denise Dalton 
LITURGIST: Vic Ewalt 
ACOLYTES:  Katie Fuller/Alex Vallas 
0-2 NURSERY:  Michelle Forrest 
2-4 NURSERY:  Denise Dalton/Chelsie Forrest 
K-2 C CHURCH: Lori Johnston/Haleigh Forrest 
3-5 C CHURCH:   Angie Tracy/Miranda Furrer 
 
June 22, 2008  
GREETERS:  Joanne Endres/Betty King 
USHERS: Robert/Beverly Keefer 
LITURGIST:  Candy Reynolds 
ACOLYTES:     Jared Ekstrand/Kyle Fuller 
0-2 NURSERY:  Angie Tracy/Miranda Furrer 
2-4 NURSERY:   Michelle/Ian Armbruster 
K-2 C CHURCH: Karla/Sara Kane 
3-5 C CHURCH:  Celene/Kayla Duley 
 
June 29, 2008  
GREETERS:  Charlotte Booth/Winifred Horney 
USHERS: Danny/Marilyn Bowhay 
LITURGIST:  Alex Davis 
ACOLYTES:  Erica/Sara Kane 
0-2 NURSERY:  Connie Johnston 
2-4 NURSERY:  Angie Ladd/Chelsea Morse 
K-2 C CHURCH: Alana/Hannah Parm 
3-5 C CHURCH:   V. Haskell/Chelsie Forrest 
 

 
 
ATTENTION: If you are unable to serve on the 
day given, find someone from the list to trade with.  
Please let Lavonne Rushing or Michelle 
Armbruster (for nursery) know if you no longer 
wish to serve or if you wish to add your name to 
the list.   THANK YOU!  
 
 


