
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The 
   
 
 
 
 
        We are followers of Jesus 
        Connecting to God and 
        One another, growing in 
        Faith and pouring our 
        lives Into serving others. 
 

The United Methodist Church of Elmwood 
Mark Graham:  Pastor 

Kris Petermeyer: Administrative Assistant 
Office: 742-7221  Pastor’s Home: 309-692-2264 

Pastor’s Cell:  309-258-2258 
e-mail:  markbegraham@yahoo.com or markbegraham@elmnet.net  

 

 
     Ham & Beef Dinner   
       Saturday, March 14  
         4:00 – 7:00 p.m. 
 
   $8.00 for adults & older children 
        $4.00 for children 5 -10 
          4 and under are free!  
      Tickets at the door. 

 
          Volunteers will be needed 
 earlier in the day for meal preparation  
Volunteers also needed 3:30 – 7:30 p.m .  
            for serving and clean-up. 
        Sign up for 2 hour shifts, or more! 
   
Donations of food items including desserts  
       will be needed for the dinner.   
 
    Sign-ups are in the church foyer.  
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Upcoming Events: 
 
 
March 1  11:30 a.m. SHARE Sign Up 
 12 p.m. Sr. High Snow Tubing 
 
March 7  10 a.m. Bldg. Comm. Mtg. 
 8 a.m. Explore Kids Conf. 
 
March 8  11:30 a.m. Trustee Meeting 
 
March 9  7 p.m. MANNA Board Mtg. 
 
March 10  9:30 a.m. UMW Mtg./Potluck 
 7 p.m. Finance Meeting 
 
March 14  4-7 p.m. Ham & Beef Dinner 
 
March 15  9 a.m. 9 am Worship Begins 
 
March 17  9:30 a.m. UMW Circle Meeting 
 
March 22  1-4 p.m. Cannathon 
 
March 24  7 p.m. PPR Meeting 
 
March 26  12 p.m. MANNA Meal 
 
March 28   10 a.m. SHARE Distribution 
 
March 29  11:30 a.m. All Church Potluck 
 
March 30  9 a.m. UMW District Mini 
  Mission @ EP First 
 

 



Study for Lent – 
The Gospel According to Disney 

 The six-week Lenten Study entitled, “The 
Gospel According to Disney,” begins Sunday, 
March 1 .  In addition to the Bible, Pastor Mark will 
utilize two resources,  “ If You Want to Walk on 
Water, You Have to Get Out of the Boat ,”  by 
John Ortberg and a different Disney movie each 
week.  Small Groups will be meeting throughout 
Lent to reflect and discuss the topics from the 
Sunday sermons.  Small Groups can choose 
between two tracks for discussion, one track that 
will focus on the themes and messages from 
Disney movie clips and a second track that will 
make use of a DVD, study book, and discussion 
around the theme of learning to trust God.  
 Sign-ups for small groups are in the foyer area 
at church.  Please sign up and take a participant’s 
guide with you.  Be sure to check ahead for the 
availability of childcare if this is a need for you.   
 Small Groups will be meeting at the following 
times and places: 
Sundays, 9:00/10:30 am – Lori Johnson – at church 
Tuesdays, 6:00 pm – John & Mary Nell Simpson’s 
                                     103 N. Rose, Elmwood 
Wednesdays, 10 am – Mark Graham – Elm Haven 
                                      101 N. Rose, Elmwood 
Wednesdays, 8:00 pm – Erik Davis – at church 
Thursdays, 6:30 pm – Connie Dalton – at Downard’s 
                                  214 N. Knox, Elmw ood 
Fridays, 6:30 pm – Karla & Lawrence Kane’s 
                                 14208 W. Southport  Rd (off Rt. 8) 
 Small Groups are open and are set up to 
connect with new participants all the time.  Do not 
worry if you cannot make it every week, or if you 
have to hit and miss.  Whatever your circumstances 
you will be welcome for one week or all six weeks.  
I hope this will be an important step for you as you 
continue to grow as a follower of Jesus and as you 
build friendships in the church. 
 
Making Sunday Morning Your Mission 
 New Worship Service Update 
The revised target date for starting the new worship 
service is Sunday, March 15 at 9:00 a.m .  A little 
more time for preparation and publicizing is needed 
before we launch the new service.  Beginning 
March 15,  the Sunday morning schedule will be as 
follows: 
9:00 am  New Day Worship  
   Sunday School & Nursery 
10:00 am Coffee & Snack Bar 
10:30 am Worship  
   Children’s Church & Nursery 

 
 
Welcome New Members!! 
On behalf of the entire congregation I 
welcome these persons and their families into 
the fellowship and membership of the United 
Methodist Church of Elmwood: 
 Andy & Julie Bartlow (Delaney) 
 Brad & Jill Crisco (Ben, Emmie, & Allie)  

Matt & Amy Deppe (Jonah, Anna, & 
Trevor) 

 Darren McMillan  (Karissa & Jade) 
 Ryan & Rachel Potts (Jackson & Gracie) 
 Kent & Georgia Stevens 
 Doug & Traci Whitney (Logan & Rachel) 

 
Congratulations! 
Congratulations and God’s blessings to 
Delaney Grace Bartlow the daughter of Andy 
and Julie Bartlow, who was baptized on 
Sunday, February 22. 
 

 
 We extend our deepest sympathy to the 
loved ones of Sofie Graham, the mother of 
Pastor Mark, who passed away January 28. 
 We also extend our deepest sympathy to 
the loved ones of Delores Glenn, who passed 
away January 29 and James Glenn who 
passed away February 9 – the grandparents 
of Jacob Glenn. 

Let Us Reason Together 
 For the months of January and February I have 
had a rather controversial series on current issues 
related to faith, science and today’s circumstances.  
My purpose in addressing these issues was two-
fold:  1) I believe that God has given us intellect and 
the ability to reason and struggle with issues; 2) 
The truth about God, faith, reality, and science, is 
not black and white, but shades of gray.   
 The truth about God is always bigger than what 
we can see or know in the Scriptures and bigger 
than what we can see and know through science.  
Our categories for understanding the world in which 
we live and our categories for understanding God 
will always fall short of the whole truth.  Faith is the 
conviction of things not seen.  It says in 1 
Corinthians 13:  “Now we see through a mirror 
dimly, but then we shall see face to face.”  What we 
claim to know about God is at best only a part of all 
there is to know about God.  But the more we seek 
God and question and struggle and learn, the more 
we will know God until that day when we shall see 
Him face to face. 
 The United Methodist Church is not a church  in 
which you must believe certain doctrines in order to 
be a member. We are a church that is centered in 
certain core beliefs that we consider to be 
fundamental to the Christian faith, namely:  That 
God the Father, Jesus the Son, and Holy Spirit, 
these three persons are one and the same God.  
Jesus was born of Mary, lived an earthly human life 
as we do, performed miracles, died on the cross for 
the forgiveness of our sins, and rose from the dead 
to confirm that He is God’s Son and to confirm that 
there is eternal life through faith in him.  The Holy 
Spirit is God’s presence with us who helps us to 
continue to grow in our faith and become more like 
Jesus.  All scripture is God-breathed, inspired by 
God and “is useful for teaching reproof, for 
correction, and for training in righteousness.” (2 
Timothy 3:16).  These are the core beliefs.  Beyond 
these we do not have any doctrines that you must 
believe and even with these core beliefs, we 
recognize that there are diverse ways of 
interpreting and understanding them.   
 John Wesley, one of the founders of United 
Methodism asserted that there should be – in the 
essentials unity and in all other matters diversity.  In 
other words, it is not necessary for us to agree on 
every issue.  And it is not necessary for everyone in 
the congregation to agree with everything the 
pastor says.  There is room for us to disagree and 

still reason together.  We can learn from each 
other and learn from our disagreements.   
 I am amazed that on any given week, there 
are those who will find themselves struggling with 
something that I have said in my message and 
others who, hearing the same message, have 
come to deeper faith and understanding.  I don’t 
know why it happens this way – other than we are 
very diverse people and it’s all in God’s hands.  
God’s Spirit moves where it wills.   
 It is never my intention for my messages to 
cause people to stumble in their faith or to lose 
faith.  However, it is my intention to preach Christ-
centered Biblically-based sermons that will help 
people to love God with their hearts, souls, minds, 
and strength.  
 I welcome your concerns if you ever sense 
that I have moved outside the intentions that I 
have outlined here.  I want this to always be a 
safe place for you to invite family and friends and 
for you to have some certainty that the messages 
I preach will encourage people in their faith rather 
than confuse or discourage them.  Being human, 
not every sermon is going to be a home run.  Not 
every message is going to make your spirit soar.  
So I hope you can grant me a “mulligan” every 
once and a while when a sermon just doesn’t 
connect with you. I also hope that we will be open 
enough to God’s spirit and to each other that we 
will be able to listen and learn and be stretched to 
grow. Growth is not always comfortable and we 
may be put into the position of having to think 
some things and face some things we’ve never 
had to before.  But if we’re open we just might 
discover (including me), along the way that we 
are being transformed and changed and that we 
are becoming more and more like Jesus all the 
time.  That is my hope for all of us.   

Pastor Mark 
 
Forged in the Fire Conference 
Forged in the Fire, a conference on encouraging 
people to live their faith and share it, will be held 
on Friday – Saturday, March 13-14  at 
Crossroads United Methodist Church,  
Washington, IL.   Chris Ewalt, our lay leader and 
one of our certified lay speakers is making plans 
to attend.  If you are interested, please contact 
Pastor Mark or the church office.  Check out the 
brochure on the bulletin board or the website: 
www.Forgedinthefire.com.  



�
JR. HIGH YOUTH GROUP:   Hey all you 6th, 
7th and 8th graders!  Come enjoy the 
fellowship, food and activities of the Jr. High 
Youth Group and bring a friend.  We meet the 
1st (March 1) and 3rd (March 15) Sundays of 
each month from 2 to 4 p.m.  If you have 
questions, please contact Julie Parrish at 741-
9114 or Karla Kane at 446-9454. 
 
EXPLORE:   First through fifth graders, don’t 
forget that the Explore Conference is March 
7th.  We will meet at the church at 8 a.m. to go 
to Washington, IL together.  Lisa Roberts and 
Angie Tracy will be your group leaders.  If you 
have questions or you haven’t registered yet 
and would still like to, please call Karla Kane 
at 446-9454. 
 
PIZZA SALES:   Many of our youth are selling 
pizzas to help pay for church camp this 
summer.  Please help them out if you can.  
Orders need to be turned in by Sunday, March 
8.  Make checks payable to the United 
Methodist Church at the time you order. 
Pizzas will be delivered approximately March 
20th.  Thanks. 
 

 
CANNATHON:   On 
Sunday, March 22 from 
1 to 4 p.m., the 4-H All 
Stars, Boy Scouts and 
Girl Scouts will be 

collecting canned goods for 
our local food pantry.  If you miss the pick up, 
donations may be brought to the Methodist 
Church.  Your support is greatly appreciated. 

�
CASEY’S PIZZA BOX COUPONS:   We are 
still collecting the coupons from the large 
Casey’s pizza boxes.  If you don’t use them, 
we sure could.  Pass them on to Karla Kane.  
Thank you. 

 
UMW:  Carol Kemper will 
be showing slides of their 
trip to China at the next 
UMW meeting on Tuesday, 
March 10, at 9:30 a.m. at 
the church.  We will have a 
Recipe Potluck dinner 
following the meeting (bring 
a dish and also bring the 
recipe) and would love to 
have you stop by and join us.  See Evelyn 
Dorich or any UMW member for more 
information. 
 
BRIGHT FUTURES SCREENING:   Bright 
Futures will be at the church on March 11 and 
12 to conduct pre-school screenings.  Contact 
them for more information and appointments 
at (309) 686-8590. 
 

 
 
The UMW would like to THANK Emily Webel 
and the Sr. High Youth for stopping by the 
Valentine Party at Elm Haven and delivering 
cookies and Valentines.  We appreciate it. 
 
THANK YOU to everyone who helped out and 
enjoyed the Pre-Super Bowl Party!  We had 
wonderful help and everyone had a great time. 
 
We would like to THANK our Church Family 
for joining the Jr. High Youth for the soup 
lunch. We are very excited about keeping our 
mission projects going and appreciate your 
support. We would especially like to thank 
Celene Duley and Diana Ladd for their “soup 
support”.  Thanks!  UMC Jr. High Youth 

 
 
 The Trustees’ fundraiser for Playground 
Equipment is underway. A display is located in 
the foyer showing the two equipment options.  
Members and friends of the church have the 
opportunity to “buy” a section of the equipment 
or to donate an amount that they are 
comfortable with.  When an item is 
“purchased”, it will be marked on the picture of 
the item with a star and one tag will be taken 
off the board.  Donation envelopes are 
available at the display and may be given to 
the church office or placed in the offering 
plate. 

 

 Our church has approximately 75 children 
actively involved in Sunday School, Young 
Disciples, and youth groups, over 110 children 
participated in Vacation Bible School in 2008, 
and 23 children are at Mom Squad. This play 
set will be used during Fellowship events, 
Parent’s Day Out, Outdoor Summer Concerts, 
and many other events and activities.  It will be 

well used by our current church family and 
serve to welcome members of our 
community.  It will provide a place for 
families to fellowship, children to build 
strength, confidence, and develop their 
imaginations, and childhood memories to be 
created. 
 Please prayerfully consider what you can 
do to support this worthwhile project.  
Contact Lori Johnson at 742-4704 or 
ljohnson2428@hotmail.com with any 
questions. 

 
SERVING ON GOD’S TEAM 

9 AM WORSHIP  
 
March 1, 2009 –Nursery for Small Group  
NURSERY: Amy Deppe  
 
March 8, 2009 – Nursery for Small Group  
NURSERY: Erik Davis 
 
March 15, 2009  - 1 st week for 9 a.m. Service  
GREETERS: Don/Michelle Forrest 
USHERS: Don/Marge Haahn 
LITURGIST: Dean Cantu 
NURSERY: Sarah Caulkins/Haleigh Forrest 
 
March 22, 2009  
GREETERS: Chris/Michelle Dunn 
USHERS: Sherry Powers/Janet Vallas 
LITURGIST:  Erik Davis 
NURSERY: Lisa Doubet/Chelsie Forrest 
 
March 29, 2009  
GREETERS: Marge Camp/Chris Ewalt 
USHERS: Andy Bartlow/Bob Paige 
LITURGIST:  Joe Webel 
NURSERY: Traci Whitney/Miranda Furrer 
 

 
 
ATTENTION: If you are unable to serve on the 
day given, find someone from the list to trade 
with.  Please let Lavonne Rushing, Michelle 
Armbruster (nursery) or Angie Tracy (children’s 
church) know if you no longer wish to serve or if 
you wish to add your name to the list.   THANK 
YOU!  



SERVING ON GOD’S TEAM 
10:30 AM WORSHIP  

March 1, 2009  
GREETERS: Bob/Beverly Keefer 
USHERS Don/Michelle Forrest 
LITURGIST:  Tom Tracy 
ACOLYTES:  Deanna Cantu/Erica Kane 
0-2 NURSERY:  Kayla Duley/Kaitlyn Fuller 
3-5 NURSERY:  Celene Duley/Emily Meyer 
K-2 C CHURCH: Michelle/Ian/Taylor Armbruster 
3-5 C CHURCH: Angie Tracy/Sara Kane 
 
March 8, 2009  
GREETERS: Cheryl/Dennis Whitehurst 
USHERS:    Chuck/Connie Johnston 
LITURGIST:   Vic Ewalt 
ACOLYTES:  Kaitlyn/Kyle Fuller 
0-2 NURSERY:  Robin Furrer/Josie Clark 
3-5 NURSERY:  Cheryl Whitehurst/Erica Kane 
K-2 C CHURCH: Kayla/Ashley Duley 
3-5 C CHURCH: Celene Duley/Haleigh Forrest 
 
March 15, 2009  
GREETERS: Chuck/Connie Johnston 
USHERS: Wayne/Connie Dalton 
LITURGIST: Lavonne Rushing 
ACOLYTES:  Mike Bledsoe/Jake Callister 
0-2 NURSERY:  Allie Johnston/Alex Vallas 
3-5 NURSERY:  Angie/Catie Tracy 
K-2 C CHURCH: Lori Johnson/Ethan Callister 
3-5 C CHURCH: Karla Kane/Chelsea Morse 
 
March 22, 2009  
GREETERS:  Roland/Cathy Ekstrand 
USHERS: Tom/Angie Tracy 
LITURGIST:  Connie Dalton 
ACOLYTES:  Hannah Parm/Mia Stevens 
0-2 NURSERY:  Connie Johnston 
  Jake Callister 
3-5 NURSERY:  Michelle Forrest/Hannah Parm 
K-2 C CHURCH: Angie Tracy/Erica Kane 
3-5 C CHURCH: Lisa Roberts/Jake Ekstrand 
 
March 29, 2009  
GREETERS:  Don/Marilee Hurst 
USHERS: Dean/Sandy Cantu 
LITURGIST:  Mandy Garrett 
ACOLYTES:  Gabby Haskell/Alex Vallas 
0-2 NURSERY:  Ashley Duley/Chelsea Morse 
3-5 NURSERY:  Michelle/Ian/Taylor Armbruster 
K-2 C CHURCH: Becky Hunt/Allie Johnston 
3-5 C CHURCH: Traci Whitney/Hannah Parm 
 


