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MARECH 2010

Upcoming Events:

3/2 6:30p.m.
3/7 11:30a.m.
3/9 8a.m.

9:30 a.m.
3/10 8 a.m.
3/11 6 p.m.
3/13 9a.m.

4-7 p.m.
3/16 7 p.m.

3/21 11:30 a.m.
3/22 9 a.m.
3/25 12 p.m.

3/27 9 a.m.
10 a.m.

3/28

3/30 8-11a.m.

Ad Council Meeting
SHARE Sign Up

Bright Futures Screening
UMW Meeting

Bright Future Screening
VBS Planning Meeting

Reach-Light Kids Conf.
Ham & Beef Dinner

Capital Campaign Leaders
Meeting

Education Workshop
Newsletter Articles Due
MANNA Meal

Scrapbooking Workshop
SHARE Distribution

Palm Sunday

Methodist Wellmobile
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The United Methodist Church of Elimwood

Mark Graham: Pastor
Kris Petermeyer: Administrative Assistant
Office: 742-7221
Pastor’s Cell: 309-258-2258
Website: www.elmwoodumc.org
e-mail: markbegraham@yahoo.com

We are followers of Jesus
Connecting to God and
One another, growing in
Faith and pouring our
Lives Into serving others.

ﬂeej & #am Dinnex

S’datc(dy, Marxch 13, 4:00— 7:00 .

$8.00 for youth - adults; $4.00 for children 4 -10
Under 4 are freel!
Volunteers will be needed earlier in the day for meal preparation
Volunteers also needed 3:30 — 7:30 p.m. for serving and clean-up.
Sign up for 2 hour shifts, or more!

Donations of food items including desserts will also be needed for the dinner.

The sign-ups are in the church lobby.



http://www.elmwoodumc.org/
mailto:markbegraham@yahoo.com

Relief in Haiti

The church has initiated a project to send
health kits to Haiti. The kits, valued at about
$12 per kit, contain everything from towels and
washcloths to sterile bandages and bar soap.
They will be distributed to those who have
been forced to leave their homes as a result of
the recent disaster. For individuals or groups
that want to contribute basic necessities,
UMCOR requests that the following NEW
items be placed in a sealed one-gallon plastic
bag.

e l1hand towel (15"
2 7).”No kitchen towels.

e 1 washcloth

e 1 comb (large and sturdy, not pocket-
sized)

e 1 nail file or fingernail clippers (no
emery boards or toenail clippers)

e 1 bath-size bar of soap (3 oz. and up)

e 1 toothbrush (single brushes only in
original wrapper, no child-size
brushes)

e 6 adhesive plastic strip sterile
bandages

e $1.00 to purchase toothpaste

(NOTE: Toothpaste is purchased in bulk to be
added to health kits to ensure that the product
does not expire before they are sent.)
Because the emergency Kkits are carefully
planned to make them usable in the greatest
number of situations and strict rules govern
product entry into international countries,
UMCOR requires that the kits contain only the
requested items — nothing more.

A box is in the lobby area at the church for
your donations for health kits. With the
generous donations of the congregation and
the work of the Sunday School children and
youth, 26 kits have been put together so far.
This project will continue for the time being
because these supplies are still in demand in
Haiti. You can prepare completed kits as
outlined above or donate individual items in
larger quantities that can be used to assemble

2 e worshjp seryice wifl -be devoted to an

health kits before they are sent. Your help is
greatly appreciated. If you are interested in On behalf of the entire congregation we
sending additional financial gifts write checks welcome the following persons and their
to the United Methodist Church of Elmwood families into the fellowship and
and in the memo write “Haiti imembership of the United Methodist
Church of Elmwood: Larry and Norma
Bowhay and lan, Emily, Courtney, and

Welcome New Members!!

The Excitement Builds
The official kick-off for the capital Hannah Leggin.

campaign, “Buil ding Excitement for

Generations to Comén,a wi ||

combined worship service on Sunday, April

25 at 10:30 a.m. There will be only one

worship service on this Sunday. A segment of

information meeting to report specific details
about adding on a classroom wing to the
existing church building and expanding and
improving the church parking lot. The
information meeting is open to everyone.
Members and friends of the church will have
the opportunity to share their comments and
questions. There will also be an all-church
dinner following the service. All are welcome.
The timetable for making commitments to the
building fund and celebrating the results of the
campaign will take place in May and early
June. More details about the upcoming
schedule and opportunities for you to get
involved will be coming soon.

Lenten Study —

Five Practices of Fruitful Congregations
The study on the “Five
Congr e g aledibp Pastor Mark, will take
place on the following Sundays, 2- 3:15 pm:
Feb. 28 Passionate Worship

March 7 Intentional Faith Development
March 14  Risk-Taking Mission and Service
March 21  Extravagant Generosity

Childcare will be available. Come for one or
all of the remaining sessions.

Pr ac-
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lan, Emily, Courney, & Hannah Leggin

May God bless these nhew members and
may our growing church family continue to
be blessed as we connect with those who
are new among us and we support and
encourage one another in our faith in
Jesus Christ.

In Deepest Sympathy
We extend our sympathy to the loved ones of
Kennet h Eug eawvs, the Jathkreof
Steve Davis who passed away Tuesday,
February 9.

Volunteers Needed -
Opportunity Provided

The Elmwood All Outdoors Show
will be held at the EImwood schools on
Saturday, March 6, from 9 am. -
5p.m. and Sunday, March 7, from 9
a.m. - 4 p.m. Volunteers are needed to
help serve food at the school with the
Elmwood Boosters. If you would be
available to help, please contact
Michelle Forrest (742-8016).

This is a wonderful opportunity for us
to be involved in a community event and
serve others in Christ’

How Are We Doing?

I have been humbled and greatly
encouraged by the diligence and
conscientious work of so many of you to live
your faith with excellence and give your very
best to God as you serve in many different
areas in the church. | am overwhelmed with
the careful work that is being done behind the
scenes on the capital campaign as well as
on-going ministry in our congregation for
children, youth, and adults. | realize the pace
we are attempting to maintain will stretch us
and stress us. There may be times when
S 0me peopl e wi || feel |
through the cracks and important work is
being left undone. | want to know directly if
this is the case — if important concerns are
going unaddressed. | also realize that even
some of the most engaged and involved
leaders may grow weary and wonder if all the
effort is worth it. | hope that we will stop and
breathe and allow God to revive us and
renew us in the midst of busy days. Jesus
sai d, “Come to me all/l of
and heavy burdened and I wi | | give you
We need that reminder. What will give us
hope and perspective and rest is to keep
coming back to Jesus. Come to Jesus
Christ. Focus on Him. | am certain as we
become more mindful of Jesus day to day
that everything else will fall into place.

Pastor Mark




Super Bowl Party Recap: What a great day
for our children to share fun and fellowship
together! After everyone enjoyed a lunch of
pizza, chips, fruit, cookies and brownies, we
let the games begin. The games included
Twister, music rock band, tube balloons, the
tallest person contest, who could eat Jello
through a straw the fastest, Operation, and
many more. Thank you to all the volunteers
who helped prepare, played games, donated
games and toys, and helped clean up. We
could not have had such a wonderful day
without you!

“REACH” — Light Kids Conference: There is
still time to register for an exciting day of
music, learning, food, fun, and worship for
grades 1-5 at Washington United Methodist
Church on Saturday, March 13, from 9 am. —
2 p.m. The price increases from $20 to $25
after March 1%. Contact Karla Kane at 446-
9454 if you are interested. Parents are
welcome to attend also.

Confirmation Class: The schedule for
Confirmation Class is listed below. The
sessions will last one hour and will meet at the
church. (The work project on Saturday, May
1, will go longer — probably 9 a.m. — noon.)

February 28 11:30 a.m. Pizza party
March 8 5 p.m. Monday
March 17 5p.m. Wednesday
March 22 5p.m. Monday
April 7 5p.m. Wednesday
April 12 5p.m. Monday
April 21 5p.m. Wednesday
April 26 5p.m. Monday
May 1 9 a.m. Work Project
May 5 5 p.m. Wednesday

Prayer Blankets: Reminder — the Jr. High
Youth Group still makes and delivers prayer
blankets. If you know of someone in need of
prayer, you may fill out a card located in the
church lobby or in the office.

All Children and Youth Ministry Volunteers
EDUCATION WORKSHOP
March 21 - 11:30 a.m. — 2:30 p.m.
UMC Fellowship Hall

If you help or would like to help with
Nursery, Sunday school, youth groups, and
activities, this workshop is designed for you.
Because it is so important for all of us to stay
in touch with the growing needs of our children
and youth, we have put together information
and discussion topics to help us become more
aware of their needs. Colleen Frerichs of
Northminster Presbyterian Church, who works

with children in their
wi || s pHebpikg oor rChildren Navigate
theChurch Setti ng. "foundéri bby

of the Dunlap Parents Support Group, will give
us some perspective f
view. We hope you can join us for a light
lunch and some good discussion.

(Parents: If you would like to know what is
going on in the ministry programs for your
child, this workshop is for you too. We would
love to hear your thoughts.)

A sign-up sheet will be in the foyer or you
may call the church at 742-7221 or contact
Karla Kane at 446-9454 to register so we will
know how many for lunch. If you need
childcare, let us know so it can be arranged. |
hope that you can attend; | think you will be
glad you did.

Karla

Cannathon: On Sunday, March 7, there will
be a non-perishable food collection for the
local food pantries. The Journal Star will have
bags in the paper to put canned food in and
set out on your front porch or step. Local
youth groups will be collecting the bags in the
afternoon and bringing the food to the
Methodist Church to be sorted and shared
with other local food pantries. Your support of
this project is greatly appreciated.

rom
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UMW NEWS:

Recently | was asked who could become a
member of the United Methodist Women
(UMW). Members need not be a member or
attend any United Methodist Church; only the
President must be a member of the local
church. A member must believe in missions
with a focus on women and children. With the
exception of the Pastor, only females of any
age may join a unit. We are very luck to have
Pastor Mark Graham as an active member of
our unit. We have two sub-groups: Morning
Circle which meets on the third Tuesday of the
month at 9:30 a.m. and Mom Squad which
meets on Thursdays at 9 a.m. UMW meets on
the second Tuesday of the month at 9 30 a. m

me mber
att nd a meeting but donate thelr time, gifts,
Ra z?ng’ mone t8 our various activities — serving
funeral dinners, making strawberry jam in May,
a  [Fa@l rB8zAaf in NovdBet, Bté. W€ really
appreciate all of those members. We welcome
any women to any of our three groups and
would love to have you join us.
Our next UMW meeting is March 9 at
9:30 a.m. Beverly Keefer has the program and
Donita Kaebel will provide the coffee and rolls.
| want to thank everyone who helped with
the Valentine Party at Country Manor. | think
everyone enjoyed the afternoon.
Carol Kemper — UMW President

Methodist Wellmobile: The Methodist
Wellmobile will be at the UM Church in
Elmwood on Tuesday, March 30, from 8 — 11
a.m. They will offer blood pressure,
spirometry and cholesterol screenings at no
cost. An 8-12 hour fast is required for the
cholesterol screening.

Annual Easter Egg Hunt: Our annual youth
Easter Egg Hunt will be at 9:30 a.m. on
Sunday, April 4 (even if it snows)! We have
the eggs, but need items to fill them — Easter
candy or items small enough to fit into a plastic
egg. As many of you know, the number of
children attending our services and youth
activities continues to grow — how exciting! A
donation box will be put in the fellowship hall
on the counter. Donations need to be at the

cannot

church by March 28 (Palm Sunday) so the
volunteers have time to fill and hide the eggs.
Thank you.

Sr. High/Young Adult Group: Thanks to
your generosity, we were able to deliver over
65 Valentines on Valentines Day and raised
in excess of $350.00 toward our mission
projects! Thank you to all the youth and
Cathy Ekstrand for helping with delivery, Kris
Petermeyer for the delicious cookies, and all
who purchased Valentines for their loved
ones and friends. It was a huge success.

WINTER JAM: A group of youth will be
going to the Winter Jam Concert on March
271" in Mool Iinoisw iSeeEmIly \Webel for
more information.

THANK YOU to Karla
Kane for stenciling
our vision statement
in the foyer. It looks
outstanding!




SERVING ON GOD’S TEAM
9 AM WORSHIP

March 7, 2010
GREETERS: Don/Michelle Forrest
USHERS: Connie Dalton/Janet Vallas
LITURGIST: Emily Webel
0-5 NURSERY: Traci Whitney/Kate Fuller
COFFEE BAR: Marilyn Bowhay

March 14, 2010

GREETERS: Chris/Michelle Dunn

USHERS: Ted/Janet Mottaz

LITURGIST: Joe Webel

0-5 NURSERY: Julie Bartlow/Chelsie Forrest
COFFEE BAR: Joanne Endres/Michelle Forrest

March 21, 2010

GREETERS: Don/Marge Haahn

USHERS: Don/Michelle Forrest
LITURGIST: Mandy Garrett

0-5 NURSERY: Michelle/lan/Taylor Armbruster
COFFEE BAR: Norma Bowhay/Georgia Stevens

March 28, 2010

GREETERS: Doug/Traci Whitney
USHERS: Kent/Georgia Stevens
LITURGIST:  Erik Davis

0-5 NURSERY: Heide/Tony Catrino
COFFEE BAR: Jeannette/Chelsea Morse

SERVING ON GOD’S TEAM
10:30 AM Worship Service

March 7, 2010

GREETERS: Dean/Becky Hunt

USHERS: Charlotte Haley/Mary Howard

LITURGIST: Chris Ewalt

ACOLYTES: Erica Kane/Mia Stevens

0-2 NURSERY: Angie/Catie Tracy

3-5 NURSERY: Connie Johnston/Jake
Callister

March 14, 2010

GREETERS: Dave/Pat Pittman

USHERS: Bev Keefer/Chris Stevens

LITURGIST:  Carol Kemper
ACOLYTES: Alex/Kaitlyn Vallas

0-2 NURSERY: Celene/Ashley Duley
3-5 NURSERY: Erica Kane/Chelsea Morse

March 21, 2010

GREETERS: Don/Marilee Hurst
USHERS: Tom Morse/Bob Paige
LITURGIST:  Chris Stevens
ACOLYTES: Jared Roberts/Logan Whitney

0-2 NURSERY: Allie Johnston/Alex Vallas

3-5 NURSERY: Michelle/lan/Taylor
Armbruster

March 28, 2010

GREETERS: Chuck/Connie Johnston
USHERS: Danny/Marilyn Bowhay
LITURGIST: Dave Pittman

ACOLYTES: Ethan Callister/Kyle Doubet

0-2 NURSERY: Cheryl Whitehurst/
Emily Meyer

3-5 NURSERY: Amy Deppe/Kayla Duley

M"-?lrcgf:lzi3

ATTENTION: If you are unable to serve on the day
given, find someone from the list to trade with.
Please let Lavonne Rushing, Michelle Armbruster
(nursery) or Angi e Tracy
you no longer wish to serve or if you wish to add

your name to the list.

THANK YOU!

(kmow if | dr en’ s
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