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        We are followers of Jesus 
        Connecting to God and 
        One another, growing in 
        Faith and pouring our 
        lives Into serving others. 
 

The United Methodist Church of Elmwood 
Mark Graham:  Pastor 

Kris Petermeyer: Administrative Assistant 
Office: 742-7221  Pastor’s Home: 309-692-2264 

Pastor’s Cell:  309-258-2258 
e-mail:  markbegraham@yahoo.com or markbegraham@elmnet.net  

 
      Camp Big Sky               
      Mission Project 
Thirty Six Participants! 
Thirty six children, youth, and adults from 
the United Methodist Church of Elmwood 
spent their Saturday working at Camp Big  
Sky, south  of  Farmington,  preparing the  
camp  for its summer program.  Some of  
the   participants   cleared   brush,   while  
others  repaired  decking,  others mowed           
and  trimmed,  and  others  hauled  bricks  
and  leveled  uneven  ground.   Camp Big  
Sky  is  a  camp  for  the  developmentally  
disabled.  It  provides  a  safe  setting   for  
people    with  disabilities   to   enjoy    the  
outdoors     and     experience     activities  
such as boating and fishing. 
     More opportunities to volunteer will be 
coming soon!  More information and 
updates will be available in the church 
office.  (more mission news inside!)  
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Upcoming Events:  
 
Sunday, May 4  
11 a.m. SHARE Sign Up 
12 Noon Closer to Free at Parkway 
6 p.m. Community Chorus Concert 
 
Tuesday, May 6  
8:30 a.m. Seapco Screening 
 
Wednesday, May 7  
6 p.m. Trustees Meeting 
7 p.m. Sr. High begins meeting every 
 other Wed. evening 
 
Sunday, May 11  – Mother’s Day 
10 a.m. Youth Choir Singing 
 
Monday, May 12  
7 p.m. MANNA Board Meeting 
 
Tuesday, May 13  
9:30 a.m. UMW Meeting 
 
Thursday, May 15  
6:30 p.m. Alpha Group at Downard’s 
7 p.m. EHS Baccalaureate 
 
Saturday, May 17  
8 a.m. Trustees Work Day 
 
Sunday, May 18  
9 a.m. Last week of Sunday School 
10 a.m. Memorial/Dedication Service 
1 p.m. EHS Graduation 
 
Tuesday, May 20 & May 27  
8 a.m. UMW making strawberry jam 
 
Friday, May 23  
7 p.m. Elmwood Jr. High Graduation 
 
Monday, May 26  – Memorial Day Holiday 
 
Thursday, May 29  
12 p.m. MANNA Meal 
 
Saturday, May 31  
10 a.m. SHARE Distribution 
 

 



MISSION NEWS 
Dream Center  AOK -- Acts of Kindness 
Five people from church participated in the 
Peoria Dream Center’s Acts of Kindness Day 
on April 19th.  The group picked up trash in a 
city park and along the roads and sidewalks 
in the Morton Square neighborhood in 
Peoria.  The goal of the Dream Center is to 
help churches adopt neighborhoods in Peoria 
to show God’s love in practical ways.  The 
Dream Center will be sponsoring other 
events throughout the summer. The next 
event is Saturday, June 28, 11:00 am .  We 
will have the opportunity to partner with First 
United Methodist Church to put on a cookout 
for the Morton Square neighborhood.  
Volunteers will be needed to help cook and 
serve and connect with the people in the 
neighborhood.  There will be a sign-up at 
church for those interested in participating in 
this ministry. 
 
Camp Big Sky 
We had thirty six people go to Camp Big Sky 
and had a great day of working and cleaning 
to help get the camp ready for the summer.  
This is only the beginning of our relationship 
with Camp Big Sky and with the staff and the 
participants at the camp.  There will be 
opportunities for volunteers to work more 
directly with camp participants, helping them 
with fishing and boating and most 
importantly, building relationships with them. 
Erik Davis, who is a member of the United 
Methodist Church of Elmwood, has been 
hired as the site manager.  He will be 
coordinating schedules for volunteers and 
camp participants.  For more information 
about Camp Big Sky and about the camp 
calendar check out their website:   
http://why-not-now.org/main.htm  
 
Jake Ekstrand – Mission Trip to Romania 
Jake Ekstrand who will be a high school 
senior this fall, and is an active member of 
the United Methodist Church of Elmwood, will 
be going on a mission trip to Romania with a 
team of youth and adults from Faith Bible 
Camp.  Jake has been attending Faith Bible 

Camp since elementary school.  It is in this 
camp setting that Jake first made a decision 
to give his life to Christ.  He has continued to 
participate in the camp as well as help with 
the younger kids who attend the camp.  Jake 
and the rest of the team will have the 
opportunity to connect with a youth ministry 
in Romania to encourage them in their faith 
and to participate along side the Romanian 
youth in ministries for families and children.   
 There will be an opportunity for the 
congregation to support Jake in his mission 
trip this Sunday, May 4  during worship with a 
free will offering. I hope we can support Jake 
enthusiastically and generously.  Pastor Mark 
  
BUILDING STUDY UPDATE 
For three Sundays in April a survey was 
conducted to assess the needs of the 
congregation and assess the facilities 
needed to accommodate the ministries we 
offer. The survey included one question to 
discern whether the building study team 
should continue the process to consider 
expanding the church facilities to handle 
current and future programs.  Two thirds of 
those who completed the survey indicated 
that they are in favor of the building study 
team continuing the process of assessing the 
need to expand church facilities.  This is not 
a commitment for church expansion but an 
affirmation from a majority of the 
congregation to continue the study.  A full 
summary of all the results from the survey 
will be completed in May.  
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We extend our deepest sympathy to the 
loved ones of Marge Grove, who passed 
away April 13. 
 
Conflict Resolution 

 Peter Drucker, who has written 
extensively on the topic of leadership, has 
said that whenever two or more people are 
together, there will be friction.  The more 
people we bring together, the more potential 
we have for friction and conflict.  It is an 
expected part of life.  Conflict is not a bad 
thing.  If handled in an open and positive 
way, conflict can lead to new ideas and 
creative solutions.   Conflict that is not 
handled well can lead to misunderstanding 
and division.  It is important in the church 
community for us to create an atmosphere 
for handling conflict in an open and caring 
way.  One of our values as a church is to 
interact with integrity and respect.  It is a 
priority for us to find the most effective ways 
to deal with conflict.  
 Jesus comments on the issue of conflict 
in Matthew 18:15:  “If a fellow believer hurts 
you, go and tell him – work it out between the 
two of you.  If he listens you’ve made a 
friend.  If he won’t listen take one or two 
others along so that the presence of 
witnesses will keep things honest, and try 
again.  If he still won’t listen, tell the church.  
If he won’t listen to the church, you’ll have to 
start over from scratch, confront him with the 
need for repentance, and offer again God’s 
forgiving love.” 
 When anyone of us feels that we have 
been wronged in some way or we have been 
hurt by someone at church, the absolute best 
way to handle it is to go directly  to the 
person and share honestly what the offence 
was.  As Jesus instructs us, in most cases 
the best approach is one-on-one, directly and 
quickly.  It is important to be direct – to have 
an open and honest discussion.  It is not 
always easy to have these conversations but 
it is the best way to move towards 
understanding and reconciliation.  It is also 
important for this conversation to happen 
quickly.  If an offence is left unresolved and 
unaddressed the chances are that the 
wounded party won’t heal.  In fact the wound 
may grow deeper.  And something that was 
just simmering below the surface can turn 
into a full boil.   

 When having one of these challenging 
conversations we have a difficult time 
knowing where to start.  When we don’t 
know what went wrong in a conversation 
and we feel hurt, or we find ourselves 
offended by something that’s been said or 
done we can resolve many issues by 
simply asking, “Help me understand.” 
 One of most damaging activities in 
churches and other organizations is 
spreading rumors.  When we are not direct 
in dealing with conflict and we involve our 
friends and discuss matters with them 
rather than dealing directly with the source 
of the conflict, rumors emerge and there is 
the potential for even more conflict.   
 Our value is to interact with integrity and 
respect.  Therefore, it is important to resist 
the temptation to enter into someone else’s 
conflict.  When a friend comes to you with a 
problem your friend has with the pastor or 
someone else in the church, and it is not a 
legal or ethical matter, simply ask your 
friend, “Have you gone directly to the 
source and tried to resolve it between the 
two of you?”  
 When individuals are anxious about 
something and do not have all the facts, it 
is a temptation to make stuff up.  Once 
again, the best solution is to go directly to 
the source, find out the facts, and resolve 
the problem there. 
 If there is a legal or ethical matter with 
the pastor or with an individual in the 
church, we have a Pastor Parish Relations 
Committee that deals with all confidential 
matters.  Lois Hill, the chairperson, is the 
person to go to when dealing with all 
matters of a serious nature when it does 
not feel safe to deal with it alone. 
 Let us create an atmosphere in which 
conflict is dealt with openly, directly, and 
quickly so that we can get on with the work 
of extending God’s Kingdom and sharing 
his love in practical ways. 
  



 
Sunday School:   The last day of 
Sunday School before we break for 
summer is May 18.  Join us for a fun-
filled morning.  All are welcome. 
 
Youth Choir:   The last practice for youth 
choir will be Thursday, May 8.  We will 
resume practice in the fall.  The girls will 
be singing during worship on Mother’s 
Day. 
 
Summer Camp:  The IGRC summer 
camp brochures are available in the 
office.  If you are interested in Faith Bible 
Camp (FBC) near Yates City, you may 
visit their website, 
www.faithbiblecamp.com or call (309) 
358-1421 for more information.  The cost 
for FBC is $110 this year.  Junior 1 camp 
(ages 11 & 12) is June 29 – July 4, 2008.  
Junior 2A camp (ages 8, 9 & 10) is July 6 
– 11, 2008. 
 
Vacation Bible School:  The dates for 
Vacation Bible School (VBS) are 
Sunday, July 20 through 
Thursday, July 24 from 6:30 to 
8:30 p.m. each evening.  The 
theme is “Power Lab – 
Discovering Jesus’ Miraculous 
Power!”  This year VBS will be a 
community effort with other 
area churches as we join 
together for one large event 
here at the United Methodist 
Church in Elmwood. What a 
wonderful opportunity to work 
together and share our faith.  
 

Young Disciples – Growing Pains:   
Children, children everywhere; hear their 
voices, hear their laughter.  Oh, what a 
wonderful sound to hear!  As our student 
membership grows, we, as a church, need to 
adapt and grow with them.  Our Young 
Disciples group that meets during the 10 a.m. 
service is bursting at the seams; there is so 
much need.  As a result, we have made a 
few changes: 
1. We will now have two Young Disciples 
Groups: K–2nd grade and 3rd–5th grade.  This 
is based on grade completed and the change 
date is Sept. 1 so we follow the school year 
as well as our Sunday School program. 
2. If you are in 6th grade or older you may 
volunteer to be a teacher’s assistant.  In 
order to do so, please contact Angie Tracy or 
Karla Kane.  You must be on the volunteer 
list in order to participate. 
3. WE NEED MORE VOLUNTEERS! We 
have a program already in place to follow 
and will be glad to get together with you and 
explain it. It is very easy and can be adapted 
to your strengths. Teachers and Assistants 
are both needed.  
 
Our current volunteer list is as follows: 
 Teachers   Volunteers  
Veronica Haskell Ashley Duley 
Lori Johnson  Kayla Duley 
Lisa Roberts  Jake Ekstrand 
Angie Tracy  Chelsie Forrest 
Emily Webel  Haleigh Forrest 
    Miranda Furrer 
    Allie Johnston 
    Chelsea Morse 
If you have any questions, please feel free to 
call Angie Tracy or Karla Kane. 
 
Graduates:   If you or a family member is 
graduating from kindergarten through 
college this year, please let the church 
office know as soon as possible.  
Thanks. 
 
 

Scholarships:  Any high school graduate 
who has been an active participant in the 
church and would like to apply for a UMC of 
Elmwood Scholarship may do so by filling out 
an application.  Applications are available 
from Marilee Hurst or the church office and 
must be turned into the Scholarship 
Committee by June 1. 

 
Screening:   SEAPCO will hold a pre-school 
screening for the Elmwood/Brimfield area on 
Tuesday, May 6, at the church.  This is for 
children residing in Peoria County but not 
District 150 To make an appointment for your 
child, please call the SEAPCO office at 697-
0880, ext. 218. 

 

UMW News 
 May is “strawberry jam” time for the UMW 
ladies.  They could use donations of sugar, 
jar lids and help.  They will be making jam on 
Tuesday, May 20, and Tuesday, May 27, 
beginning at 8 a.m. each day.   
 The next UMW meeting is May 13 at 9:30 
a.m.  Please bring your Bible and a pen.  
Looks like a little Bible study will be going on. 
 Be thinking about our trip to Cunningham 
Children’s Home on June 10.  We will leave 
Elmwood at 7:30 a.m. and have a guided 
tour and lunch at Cunningham.  If you would 
like to go, please sign up. 

Evelyn Dorich, UMW President 
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Thank you  to Marilyn Bowhay, Mary 
Dawson, Marge Haahn, Carol Kemper and 
Lavonne Rushing for helping choose 
wallpaper and paint for the restrooms and to 
Marilyn Bowhay, Lavonne Haney, Carol and 
Mark Kemper and Lavonne Rushing for 
stripping the wallpaper off and washing down 
the walls in the restrooms so they could be 
repainted and papered.  Thanks for your hard 
work and a job well done. 
 

Thank you  to the Fellowship Committee 
and Chairman Lavonne Haney for 
decorating and serving the Teacher and 
Volunteer Appreciation Lunch on April 6.   
We very much appreciate your time and 
effort.  Everyone had a wonderful time. 
Thank you  also to Pastor Mark for doing 
our shopping at Sam’s. 
 
Thank you  to our Methodist Church family 
for your prayers, support and hugs during 
the passing of my father. 

Karla Kane and family 
 

 
 
We will be honoring the following loved 
ones and their families for the Memorial 
Dedications made to our church in their 
memory during our Memorial Sunday 
Service on May 18 at 10 a.m. 
 
Memorial  In Memory of  
 
Altar Flowers  Georgia Peterson 
   Clyde Waite 
   Walter Waite 
 
Sound System  Victor Brannan 
   Ruth Brooks 
   Leah May 
   Kenneth Meehan 
   Ted Morse, Sr. 
   Etta Weber 
   Dick Whitney 
 
TV and Stand for Etta Weber 
Pre-K room 
 
 
    



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
SERVING ON GOD’S TEAM 

10 AM WORSHIP  
 
May 4, 2008 
GREETERS: Gary/Kathryn Fincham 
USHERS Celene Duley/Lavonne Rushing 
LITURGIST:  Chris Ewalt 
ACOLYTES: Jared Ekstrand/Kyle Fuller 
10 NURSERY: Shelli  Shoop/Sarah Caulkins 
C CHURCH: Angie Tracy/Miranda Furrer 
 
May 11, 2008 
GREETERS: Janet Vallas/Marie Woodcock 
USHERS:    Mary Howard/Sherry Powers 
LITURGIST:   Nancy Davis 
ACOLYTES:  Erica/Sara Kane 
10 NURSERY: Michelle/Taylor Armbruster 
C CHURCH: Emily Webel/Haleigh Forrest 
 
May 18, 2008 
GREETERS: Mayme Moody/Veva Windish 
USHERS: Lori Johnson/Chris Stevens 
LITURGIST: Cathy Ekstrand 
ACOLYTES: Ian/Taylor Armbruster 
10 NURSERY: Robin/Miranda Furrer 
C CHURCH: Lori Johnson/Kayla Duley 
 
May 25, 2008 
GREETERS:  Mary Howard/Sherry Powers 
USHERS: Nicole Johnston/Alex Davis 
LITURGIST:  Don Forrest 
ACOLYTES:  Gabby Haskell/Catie Tracy 
10 NURSERY: Michelle/Ian Armbruster 
C CHURCH: To be announced  
 

 
ATTENTION: If you are unable to serve on the 
day given, find someone from the list to trade 
with.  Please let Lavonne Rushing or Michelle 
Armbruster (for nursery) know if you no longer 
wish to serve or if you wish to add your name to 
the list.   THANK YOU!  
 
 


