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Mark Graham:  Pastor 

Kris Petermeyer: Administrative Assistant 
Office: 742-7221   

Pastor’s Cell:  309-258-2258 
Website: www.elmwoodumc.org 

e-mail:  markbegraham@yahoo.com 
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We are followers of Jesus 
Connecting to God and 
One another, growing in 
Faith and pouring our 
Lives Into serving others. 
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Praise God from whom all blessings flow!  It was a 
pleasure to have Keith Anderson with us as our 
guest speaker.  We had delicious food, enjoyable 
conversation with family and friends, and a 
wonderful response from the congregation.   The 
response to the Consecration Sunday program to 
date are as follows:  Total number of estimate of 
giving cards that have been filled out: 63; total 
first time commitments: 16; total number of 
families who are planning on increasing their 
giving: 36. The total estimate of giving of all those 
who have filled out cards so far is $130,488.  I 
extend my thanks to Joe Webel, the Chairperson 
of Finance, and members of the Finance 
Committee for their leadership and a special 
thanks to Sherry Powers, our church Treasurer, 
and to Kris Petermeyer, our Financial Secretary 
and Administrative Assistant, for their hard work 
and attention to detail to bring everything 
together for such a successful and fruitful 
celebration. 

Pastor Mark 
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and vocalists from Crossroads Church, First 
Presbyterian, and the United Methodist Church.  
The Cantata is directed by our new Music Director, 
Matt Henning, and the Accompanist will be Pat 
Althiser, from First Presbyterian.  All are welcome. 
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Don Forrest, Pastor Scott Livengood, Tom Tracy, 
and Pastor Mark Graham.  The music selections 
include pop arrangements of familiar Christmas 
carols and edgy rock and blues songs all about 
Christmas. 
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The congregation is called upon to meet the 
challenge to continue to be a friendly 

congregation and extend hospitality to one 
another as we meet.  However, to minimize the 
spread of colds and flu we will refrain from 
shaking hands for the next several weeks.  We will 
adopt the practices of bumping elbows or 
knocking knuckles or even a friendly wave as 
options to shaking hands.  There are extra 
containers of antibacterial liquid available at 
various places in the church.  We will do our part 
to make the church as safe and healthy a place as 
we can.  Extra measures have also been put in 
place to keep the nursery and all the toys and 
contents as clean as possible.  The best advice 
from the Centers of Disease Control is if you or 
members of your family have flu-like symptoms 
including:  fever, cough, sore throat, runny nose, 
body aches, headache, chills, fatigue, nausea – 
stay at home.  I hope we will have a healthy fall 
and winter and that we will do our best to make 
the church a good place to be.  
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	)���	��  our church 
will be participating with five other churches in a 
Charge Conference at the Knoxville United 
Methodist Church.  The Charge Conference is an 
open meeting in which participants are given the 
opportunity to reflect upon the highlights from the 
past year, to share dreams for the coming year, 
and to hear from people from other congregations 
about the ministries they celebrate in their 
churches.  We elect officers for the coming year 
and we approve proposals for the care of our 
congregation and plans for growth as followers of 
Jesus Christ.  I encourage you to come to this 
meeting.  All members of the Administrative 
Council have a voice and a vote.  
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We extend our deepest sympathy to the loved 
ones of Mary Carroll.   Keep the Carroll and 
Runyon families in your prayers. 
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 Making plans to build on to the church is a long 
process that takes much thought, much prayer, and 
a high level of commitment among the members 
and friends of the church.  It may seem to you that 
for many months not much has been happening.  
But the truth is, a great deal has been happening 
behind the scenes.  The architect, Dennis Parkins, 
has been working with his staff to finalize drawings 
of the proposed building expansion.  The building 
committee has also been in the process of finalizing 
a contract with a capital campaign fund raiser to 
give us the expertise we need to present the plans 
to the congregation and help us to have the best 
approach for raising the necessary funds.  The 
building committee is also meeting with the District 
Building and Location Committee.  This committee 
works with churches like ours in the district to 
make sure that our plans are sound and that we 
have been diligent in preparing for the financial 
responsibility that will be left up to the 
congregation.  This committee gives us a reality 
check at major points in the process to determine if 
we are adequately prepared.   
 The next step in the process is a readiness 
survey that will be filled out by members of the 
administrative council.  Once this is completed we 
will be given either a red light or green light to 
continue by presenting a plan to the entire 
congregation.  All members of the church will then 
have the opportunity to vote on the building 
expansion.   
 I am grateful to the members of the Building 
Committee for their high level of commitment to 
this process and their consistency in being present 
for the meetings.  They have asked the tough 
questions and have listened well to those who 
have met with them.  I believe the congregation 
will be encouraged by the results of this involved 
and thorough process.   
 While we wait a little longer to present a 
building program to the entire congregation we are 
also in the process of deciding on an operating 
budget for the coming year.  Our Consecration 
Sunday was very successful.  We have  16 families 
who have made an estimate of giving for the first 
time, and we have 36 families who have made a 
commitment to increase their giving for 2010.  This 
is a very positive step as we take on a budget that 
includes some increases to keep up with the pace 

of our growing ministry.  We have added a new 
staff position – a Director of Children and Youth 
Ministry, we have a new director and 
accompanist for the choir, and there have been 
some increases in our obligations for pension for 
the coming year.  Because of your commitment 
and your faith, we are able to meet these 
financial obligations.  It is important for us to 
continue to invest in quality ministry for our 
children, youth, and adults.  We are building a 
reputation of providing the very best for the 
youngest and the oldest among us.  We offer a 
nursery program on Sunday mornings with an 
army of volunteers.   We also host the Manna 
program for the senior citizens of our area 
providing a meals-on-wheels program each week 
and a drop in senior citizen meal once a month 
with top notch music and entertainment. It is this 
wide range of activity that places increasing 
demands on the use of our facilities.   A building 
expansion is only necessary if we continue to 
provide ministries and activities that people want 
to participate in.    
 God has richly blessed us with people and 
resources and vision to show God’s love to others 
and to share the good news of Jesus Christ.  
Everything is coming together for us to impact 
our corner of the world and make life better for 
those around us.  We have been given a great 
opportunity to strengthen our community, to 
encourage and support families, and to share the 
love of Jesus with those around us.    
 How can we take on the financial 
commitment of a building program as well as a 
growing church budget?  It will require greater 
sacrifice, deeper commitment, and more faith 
than ever.  And it will bring us to a deeper level 
of prayer and greater maturity as followers of 
Jesus.  It will be an exciting adventure.  I am 
delighted that I get to make this journey with 
you.  Let us continue to grow together – in 
prayer, in faith, in following Jesus and in helping 
others to make a faith connection with Jesus 
Christ. 

Pastor Mark 
 



Christmas Boxes:  On Sunday, November 15, at 9 
a.m. we will be packing boxes for children all over 
the world. A list with suggested items to donate for 
the boxes is on the back of your bulletin insert and 
in the Youth News. A collection box is in the foyer.  
Please have all donations at the church by 
November 8th.  If you would prefer to make a cash 
donation, it will help with the $7 per box shipping 
cost and would be very much appreciated.  You are 
also welcome to pack a box from home; brochures 
are available in the office detailing how to do that.  
The boxes that we pack at 9 a.m. will be dedicated 
and prayed over during the 10:30 a.m. service. 
 
On Saturday, November 14, at 4 p.m. we will meet 
in the fellowship hall to set up and sort items to be 
packed on Sunday morning.  Anyone wishing to 
help at any time is welcome.  Please contact Karla 
Kane with questions. 
 
 
 
 

Christmas Program:  Sandy Cantu has graciously 
volunteered to direct our Christmas Program this 
year.  The program is scheduled for Sunday, 
December 20, at 4 p.m. at the church.  Program 
details will be coming soon. 
 
Volunteers needed:  If you would like to help 
usher, serve as liturgist, or greet during the 9 a.m. 
service, we could use a few additional volunteers, 
especially to usher and be liturgist.  Please let 
Lavonne Rushing or the office know if you would 
like to serve.  Thanks. 
 
Coffee Bar:  If you would like to help with the 
Coffee Bar, we need volunteers for Sunday, 
November 8 and November 29.  A sign up sheet for 
the December Coffee Bar is on the clip board in the 
foyer. 

Recap of Fall Festival Pie Sales and 
Pancake Breakfast:  At long last we have 
received all the outstanding bills from our Fall 
Festival projects and are pleased to report that 
our profit was $831.75 from the pie sales and 
$840.37 from the pancake breakfast!  What a 
great response we had from our congregation 
and the community.  Thank you to everyone 
who helped in any way on either or both of 
these projects. 
 
Electronic Funds Transfer for Giving:  If 
you are interested in having your offering 
transferred from your bank account to the 
church electronically, we can help you with 
that.  If your bank account is with Farmers 
State Bank in Elmwood, we have forms that 
you can fill out and take to the bank to set this 
up.  If you bank elsewhere, check with your 
bank on what their procedure is and let the 
office know what information you need. 
 

 
 

One Stop Christmas Shop: 
Mom Squad is hosting a One Stop Christmas 
Shop on Thursday, November 5, from 6 to 8 
p.m. in the Fellowship Hall.  Our shop will 
feature popular home-based businesses such 
as Scentsy, Pampered Chef, Mary Kay, Rosie 
and Birdie, Tupperware, Discovery Toys, 
Tastefully Simple, and many others. 
 
Get your shopping done early!! Please come 
support our local economy and Mom Squad by 
shopping with us on November 5. 
 

 

 
 
UMW Fall Fair:  The UMW Fall Fair is just 
around the corner. It is planned for 
Saturday, November 14, from 8:30 a.m. to 
1:30 p.m. at the church.  A Continental 
Breakfast will be served beginning at 
8:30 a.m. and lunch will be served 
beginning at 11 a.m.  The lunch menu is 
homemade vegetable soup, maid-rites, 
salad and dessert. Please bring your 
crafts, baked goods, candy, sewing, etc., 
to the church by Friday, November 13th. 
There will also be a “Silent Auction” of gift 
baskets.  If you plan to donate a gift 
basket, please get it to the church as soon 
as possible so that people have an 
opportunity to view them beforehand.  This 
is a great opportunity to purchase baked 
goods, crafts, and other items for holiday 
giving. 

THANK YOU to everyone who supported our 
youth by purchasing pizzas or other goodies.  
The proceeds will help them attend camp next 
summer. 
 
THANK YOU to Lavonne Haney and the 
Fellowship Committee for the beautiful table 
decorations they provided for the Consecration 
Sunday brunch and lunch.  The fellowship hall 
looked great and we appreciate the time you 
spent setting them up and taking them down.  
Thanks again. 
 
THANK YOU to Diana Ladd, Sherry Powers, 
and Joe Webel for assisting me in the kitchen, 
fellowship hall, and office during the 
Consecration Sunday brunch, lunch and 
between services.  Your assistance was 
greatly appreciated and things would not have 
flowed so smoothly without your help  --  Kris 

SERVING ON GOD’S TEAM 
9 AM WORSHIP  

November 1, 2009 
GREETERS: Bob Paige/Joe Webel 
USHERS: Kent/Georgia Stevens 
LITURGIST: Todd Stevens 
0-5 NURSERY: Lisa Doubet/Kate Fuller 
COFFEE BAR: Johnson Family 
 
November 8, 2009  
GREETERS: Sherry Powers/Janet Vallas 
USHERS: Andy Bartlow/Doug Whitney 
LITURGIST: Mandy Garrett 
0-5 NURSERY: Michelle/Ian/Taylor 
Armbruster 
COFFEE BAR: Need Volunteer 
 
November 15, 2009 
GREETERS: Betty King/Jennifer Wilson 
USHERS: Erik Davis/Ted Mottaz 
LITURGIST: Lavonne Rushing 
0-5 NURSERY: Sarah Caulkins/Chelsie 
Forrest 
COFFEE BAR: Armbruster Family 
 
November 22, 2009 
GREETERS: Jim/Mary Dawson 
USHERS: Bob Paige/Joe Webel 
LITURGIST: Emily Webel 
0-5 NURSERY: Nancy Davis/Haleigh Forrest 
COFFEE BAR: Catrino Family 
 
November 29, 2009 – Hanging of the 
Greens 
GREETERS: Ted/Janet Mottaz 
USHERS: Janet Vallas/Sherry Powers 
LITURGIST: Connie Dalton 
0-5 NURSERY: Traci Whitney/Vinnie Catrino 
COFFEE BAR: Need Volunteer 
 
ATTENTION: If you are unable to serve on 
the day given, find someone from the list to 
trade with.  Please let Lavonne Rushing, 
Michelle Armbruster (nursery) or Angie Tracy 
(children’s church) know if you no longer wish 
to serve or if you wish to add your name to 
the list.   THANK YOU!  



SERVING ON GOD’S TEAM 
10:30 AM Worship Service 

 
November 1, 2009 
GREETERS: Gary/Kathryn Fincham 
USHERS Jeremy/Denise Dalton 
LITURGIST: Chris Stevens 
ACOLYTES:  Ben/Emmie Crisco 
0-2 NURSERY:  Connie Johnston 
  Jake Callister 
3-5 NURSERY:  Cheryl Whitehurst/Mia Stevens 
K-2 C CHURCH: Celene/Ashley Duley 
 
November 8, 2009 
GREETERS: Charlotte Booth/Winifred Horney 
USHERS:    Roland/Cathy Ekstrand 
LITURGIST:   Jerry Wilson 
ACOLYTES:  Jared Roberts/Logan Whitney 
0-2 NURSERY:  Angie/Catie Tracy 
3-5 NURSERY:  Michelle/Ian/Taylor Armbruster 
K-2 C CHURCH: Need Volunteer 
  Chelsea Morse 
 
November 15, 2009 
GREETERS: Ruth Arnold/Diana Ladd 
USHERS: Don/Michelle Forrest 
LITURGIST: Wayne Callister 
ACOLYTES: Mike Bledsoe/Jake Callister 
0-2 NURSERY:  Celene/Ashley Duley 
3-5 NURSERY:  Kayla Duley/Alex Vallas 
K-2 C CHURCH: Julie Bartlow/Allie Johnston 
 
November 22, 2009 
GREETERS:  Joanne Endres/Peggy Harding 
USHERS: Bud/Lavonne Haney 
LITURGIST:  Dean Cantu 
ACOLYTES:  Deanna Cantu/Erica Kane 
0-2 NURSERY:  Michelle Forrest 
  Chelsea Morse 
3-5 NURSERY:  Alana Parm/Shelli Shoop 
K-2 C CHURCH: Angie Tracy/Chelsie Forrest 
 
November 29, 2009 
GREETERS:  Mary Howard/Charlotte Haley 
USHERS: Chuck/Connie Johnston 
LITURGIST:  Tom Tracy 
ACOLYTES:  Kyle Doubet/Patrick Tracy 
0-2 NURSERY:  Emily Leggin/Allie Johnston 
3-5 NURSERY:  Jill Crisco/Need Volunteer 
K-2 C CHURCH: Becky Hunt/Traci Whitney 

 


