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                  We are followers of Jesus 
                  Connecting to God and 
                  One another, growing in 
                   Faith and pouring our 
                   lives Into serving others. 
 

The United Methodist Church of Elmwood 
Mark Graham:  Pastor 

Kris Petermeyer: Administrative Assistant 
Office: 742-7221  Pastor’s Home: 309-692-2264 

Pastor’s Cell:  309-258-2258 
e-mail:  markbegraham@yahoo.com or markbegraham@elmnet.net  
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Upcoming Events:  
 
November 19, 7 p.m. – Church Conference 
 
November 20, 12 Noon  - Manna Meal 
 
November 23, 11:45 a.m. – Membership 
 Inquiry Class 
 
November 30, 11:45 a.m. – Worship 
 Committee Meeting 
 
December 6, 8:30 a.m. – Decorate Church for 
 Christmas Holidays 
 
December 7, 10:30 a.m. – Hanging of the 
 Greens  Worship Service 
 
December 14, 10:30 a.m. – Choir Christmas 
 Cantata during Worship Service 
 
December 14, 4 p.m. – Children’s Christmas 
 Program 
 
December 16, 9 a.m. – Christmas Basket 
 Preparation at UMC 
 
December 18, 12 Noon – Manna Meal 
 
December 18, 7 p.m. – Community Christmas 
 Concert at Crossroads Church with Debbie 
 Glenn, Don Forrest, Tom Tracy, Pastor 
 Mark, Pastor Scott Livengood and others 
 
December 24 – Christmas Eve Services 
 5 p.m. – Family worship Service 
 10 p.m. – Service of Stories and Carols 
 
 

 



MISSION NEWS 
Pleasant Hill School 
School supplies and children’s clothes, 
jackets, etc. (for elementary age and above – 
in good condition) will be collected for 
Pleasant Hill School until the end of the year.   
Camp Big Sky 
Thanks to everyone who participated at the   
work days and in the summer schedule with 
campers.  Connecting with Camp Big Sky 
has been an enriching experience for our 
congregation. You can expect more 
opportunities next year!  
 
Food Pantry 
Did you know that we have a food pantry?  
Well we do and throughout the year a 
number of families have called us for 
assistance needing groceries and we have 
been able to help.  Most months we have 
had enough items in our food pantry from the 
work of the scouts, school groups and others 
who occasionally make donations.  However, 
with the changes in our economy, we 
anticipate a greater need among families in 
our community to make use of the food 
pantry.  I would like to encourage you on the 
first Sunday of each month to bring in non 
perishable food items for the food pantry 
such as canned meats, fruits, and 
vegetables, packaged pasta such as 
macaroni and cheese,  and cereals.  Now 
more than ever I want to encourage you to 
bring in what you can to help families in our 
area.   
 
Christmas Baskets  
During the months of November and 
December, the elementary school has a 
Stuff-a-Bus program in which families donate 
canned goods and other non-perishables to 
be distributed to the community churches for 
Christmas baskets during the holidays.  Your 
help is needed!  I encourage families to be 
generous as you send canned goods and 
other items with your children as they go to 
school in the coming weeks.   

 I would also encourage you to participate 
in the delivery day when the Stuff-a-Bus 
canned goods arrive at the church to be 
sorted and prepared for Christmas baskets 
with the involvement of all the churches in 
town.  This is one of the highlights of the year 
to work with other volunteers to unload and 
sort all the food items brought from the 
school.  This is an experience that you will 
want to make part of your annual holiday 
traditions as it will lift your spirits and remind 
you of how good it is to be part of a generous 
community like ours.  Mark your calendars:  
The Stuff-a-Bus delivery date is Tuesday, 
December 16, at 9:00 a.m. 
  
BUILDING STUDY UPDATE  
The Building Study Report has been 
completed.  Copies of the report were 
distributed on November 9, following 
worship.  Additional copies are available at 
the church office.   
 On Wednesday, November 19, at 
7:00 p.m.  there will be a church conference 
at which all members of the church will have 
a voice and a vote.  There will be a proposal 
for the formation of a Building Committee that 
will be responsible for working with an 
architect to submit plans for a building 
addition.  The Building Committee will work 
with an architect to communicate the needs 
of the congregation according to the building 
study report and then to present plans to the 
congregation. Members of the congregation 
will have the opportunity to voice their 
concerns and to vote on a proposal for 
building expansion sometime next year when 
the Building Committee has prepared a 
specific plan with cost estimates.  The vote to 
be conducted on November 19th is strictly for 
the formation of the Building Committee. 
Those who have served on the Building 
Study Team have been asked to serve on 
the Building Committee. Additional members-
at-large (2-4) can be nominated from the 
floor at the Church Conference on November 
19.     

Lawrence Kane -- Chairperson 

Thank You  
It has been quite a month with the passing of 
my father and October being clergy 
appreciation month.  For all your support and 
generosity and comforting words I thank you.  
It was very humbling for me to experience 
your appreciation and your comfort and 
prayers during this time in my life.  I wish 
everyone in our church community could 
know that feeling of being appreciated and 
could experience the level of care that I have 
experienced over these last several weeks.  
Thank you from the bottom of my heart.  And 
thanks for your thoughtfulness with gifts that I 
have a chance to share with Melva.  It means 
a lot to both of us that you are also mindful of 
her and aware that we need some 
opportunities to go out and do some fun 
things together so we thank you for making 
that possible.                     --       Pastor Mark 
 
Consecration Sunday Update 
God is good all the time.  All the time God is 
good.  God has sent many people to the 
United Methodist Church of Elmwood with 
generous hearts, who want to give back, and 
are willing to express their faith and 
commitment to God through their giving.  We 
had 62 families who filled out estimate giving 
cards for 2009, including 11new families.  Of 
the 62 families or individuals who filled out a 
commitment card, 31plan to take a step up 
and increase their giving for 2009.  Praise 
God for your willingness to step out in faith 
and to continue to grow as followers of Jesus 
Christ! 
 
Church Membership Inquiry Class 
There will be a church membership inquiry 
class on Sunday,  November 23, at 
11:45 a.m.  immediately after worship.  You 
will have the opportunity to get better 
acquainted with others who are also getting 
involved with the church, to learn some of the 
specifics about the United Methodist Church 
of Elmwood, and learn expectations for 
church membership.  Childcare will be 
available. 

 
Needing Baby Pictures 
I would like to use baby pictures in this 
year’s Christmas Eve Service.  If you have 
baby pictures of your children, grand-
children, great-grandchildren, or even your 
own pictures of when you were an infant 
that I can borrow to scan into the computer, 
it would be greatly appreciated!  Please 
drop them off at the church no later than 
December 14  with names on the back so I 
can return them to you. 
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We extend our deepest sympathy and 
condolences to the loved ones and families 
of the following individuals: 
 Ken Fishel, who passed away on 
October 17; 
 Rhonda Siegel, who passed away on 
October 19; 
 Edith Waite, who passed away on 
November 3. 
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Congratulations and many blessings go to 
the following families who have been 
blessed with a new baby in the past few 
months: 
 Jake & Debbie Glenn, whose daughter 
Andrea Grace was born August 10; 
 Bill and Michelle Seipel, whose son 
Logan Alexander was born September 30;  
 Andrew & Julie Bartlow, whose daughter 
Delaney Grace was born October 1.   



Operation Christmas Child : Don’t forget - 
we are packing the Christmas boxes this 
Sunday, November 16, at 9 a.m. If you 
haven’t had a chance to shop, monetary 
donations will gladly be accepted to help 
cover the cost of postage and any items still 
needed for the boxes. Everyone is welcome 
to help, so please join in. 

 
 

Jr. High Youth Group News : The Jr. High 
Youth Group will meet Sunday, November 
16, from 2 to 4 p.m. at the church.  We will be 
making scarves for the children at Pleasant 
Hill School. 
 
 Prayer Blankets:   The Jr. High Youth 
Group is taking “Prayer Blanket” requests.  If 
you know of someone who may be going 
through difficult times and you would like 
them to have the comfort of knowing that 
people are praying for them, you may 
request a prayer blanket.  The Jr. High group 
will then make a blanket and pray for the 
person needing the blanket.  It will then be 
delivered by someone from the Jr. High 
group.  Request cards are available in the 
Narthex and may be turned into the church 
office, to a Jr. High student, or Julie Parrish. 
 The group presented their first blanket to 
John Simpson on Sunday afternoon, 
November 2nd.  We had a wonderful visit with 
him and we will continue our prayers for him 
and his family. 
 The Youth Group has a small supply of 
blanket material but could definitely use 
more.  If you would like to donate blanket 
material (fleece type) or money to purchase 
material, please see Julie Parrish. 
 

 

Children’s Christmas Program:   This year 
our Christmas program is titled “Once upon a 
Christmas Cheery…A NIGHT TO 
REMEMBER.”  It tells the story of Jesus’ birth 
with a sprinkle of humor and inspiration.  If 
you are interested in taking part in the 
program or helping out with costumes or 
setup, please contact Veronica Haskell, Erik 
Davis or Karla Kane.  We have a place for 
everyone! 
 
Please mark your calendar for Sunday, 
December 14, at 4 p.m.   This is a new time 
for our Christmas program.  As our church 
continues to grow, we have more activities 
and services to schedule.  We hope by 
moving the Christmas program to the 
afternoon that we will have a little breathing 
room and an opportunity for other family 
members and friends to join us.  
Refreshments and Christmas carols will 
follow the program. 
 

 
 
Decorating the Church for Christmas:  
We will decorate the church for the 
Christmas season on Saturday, December 6, 
beginning at 8:30 a.m.  We need all kinds of 
people to help – young, middle and mature 
aged, strong, agile, creative and generally 
willing to help wherever needed.  Some 
decorating demands use of a ladder, thus the 
need for all types of helpers.  Please join us 
for a fun-filled and rewarding morning. 

The Worship Committee 
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 Mom Squad is off to a great start.  Our 11 
registered moms enjoy a snack each week 
with fellowship time and prayer.  We then 
have a program that may include a speaker, 
bible study, or craft. 
 Kid Squad is also going very well.  We 
have 19 registered children and nine 
dedicated Kid Squad workers who have 
helped us so far. The 0-2 year olds are 
lovingly cared for according to their mom’s 
instructions.  The 2-3 year olds enjoy stories, 
music, play time, and a snack.  The pre-
school children love the Live Big program 
which includes a craft or coloring, a bible 
story, video, music, snack, and play time. 
 Thank you to those who are helping to 
make this program a success.  Thanks 
especially to Karla Kane, Kris Petermeyer, 
Lisa Roberts and Renee Schulz.  If you are 
interested in being a part of our Mom or Kid 
Squad program, please contact me for more 
information.                          ���������	���
 
Mom’s Night Out:  All mothers of the church 
are invited to join us for a Mom’s Night Out 
on November 18.  We will meet at the church 
at 5:30 p.m. and have dinner at a restaurant.  
Please let me know if you plan to attend at 
742-4704 or ljohnson2428@hotmail.com. 
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We need volunteers to be Greeters, Ushers 
and Acolytes for both our Christmas Eve 
Services:  5 p.m. and 10 p.m.  Let Lavonne 
Rushing or the office know if you would like 
to help. 
 
We are in need of additional volunteers to 
help with the nursery – both adults and 
youth.  We need enough volunteers to staff a 
0-2 age and 3-5 age nursery each week, as 
well as someone to cover the 9 a.m. nursery 
during small group meeting time.  You are 
only asked to volunteer approximately once 
every six weeks.  Please e-mail Michelle 

Armbruster at lowpockets@mchsi.com or 
call her at 742-8260 if you would like to 
help.  Thanks. 
 
We also need additional teachers for our 
Young Disciples Children’s Church 
program.  See Angie Tracy if you would like 
to help or call her at 742-2020. 
 

 
THANK YOU to Lavonne Rushing, Sherry 
Powers, Al and Evelyn Dorich, Charlotte Booth 
and others who helped with the Leadership 
Dessert Night meeting on October 19th. THANK 
YOU to Lavonne Rushing, Marge Camp, Sherry 
Powers and anyone else who helped on 
Consecration Sunday with the dinner and clean 
up.  Your assistance was immensely 
appreciated.   
                   
THANK YOU to Carol Foster, Winifred Horney, 
and Dorothy Clark for helping fold our 
newsletters during this past year.  Your help is 
greatly appreciated and you do a great job!  
THANK YOU to Karla Kane for filling in when 
needed and all that you do. 
 
THANK YOU to Marilee Hurst for faithfully 
helping me count the offering each week and to 
Winifred Horney for filling in.  
 
THANK YOU to the Sr. High Youth Group for 
helping fold and stuff envelopes for the office. 

Kris Petermeyer 
 
THANK YOU to Lavonne Rushing and her 
helpers for the beautiful fall decorations in the 
church and the pictures and decorations in the 
bathrooms.  Everything looks great. 
 
THANK YOU to everyone that brought 
donations of gift items or monetary donations for 
the Operation Christmas Child gift boxes.  
THANK YOU to everyone who donated school 
supplies, coats, shoes, clothing, mittens, hats, 
etc. or made a monetary donation for Pleasant 
Hill School.  Your support of these worthwhile 
mission outreaches is greatly appreciated. 



SERVING ON GOD’S TEAM 
10:30  AM WORSHIP  

 
November 16, 2008  
GREETERS: Don/Marge Haahn 
USHERS: Mark/Carol Kemper 
LITURGIST: Lavonne Rushing 
ACOLYTES: Erica Kane/Hannah Parm 
9 AM NURSERY: Denise Dalton 
0-2 NURSERY:  Marni Stevens 
3-5 NURSERY:  Michelle/Haleigh Forrest 
K-2 C CHURCH: Michelle/Taylor/Ian Armbruster 
3-5 C CHURCH: Karla Kane/Miranda Furrer 
 
November 23, 2008  
GREETERS:  Vic/Chris Ewalt 
USHERS: Don/Marge Haahn 
LITURGIST:  Marilee Hurst 
ACOLYTES: Gabby Haskell/Catie Tracy 
9 AM NURSERY: Alana Parm 
0-2 NURSERY:  Angie Tracy/Chelsea Morse 
3-5 NURSERY:  Michelle/Ian Armbruster 
K-2 C CHURCH: Becky Hunt/Chelsie Forrest 
3-5 C CHURCH: Dean Hunt/Sara Kane 
 
November 30, 2008  
GREETERS:  John/Rita Callister 
USHERS: Wayne/Connie Dalton 
LITURGIST:  Jerry Wilson 
ACOLYTES: Mia Stevens/Alex Vallas 
9 AM NURSERY: Denise Dalton 
0-2 NURSERY:  Sarah Caulkins 
3-5 NURSERY:  Angie Tracy/Chelsie Forrest 
K-2 C CHURCH: Lisa Roberts/Haleigh Forrest 
3-5 C CHURCH: Emily Webel/Ethan Callister 
 

 
 
 
ATTENTION: If you are unable to serve on the 
day given, find someone from the list to trade with.  
Please let Lavonne Rushing or Michelle 
Armbruster (for nursery) know if you no longer 
wish to serve or if you wish to add your name to 
the list.   THANK YOU!  
 
 
 

SERVING ON GOD’S TEAM 
10:30  AM WORSHIP  

 
December 7, 2008  
GREETERS: Gary/Kathryn Fincham 
USHERS: Dennis/Cheryl Whitehurst 
LITURGIST: Connie Dalton 
ACOLYTES: Mike Bledsoe/Jake Callister 
9 AM NURSERY: To be announced 
0-2 NURSERY:  Shelli Shoop/Sarah Caulkins 
3-5 NURSERY:  Michelle/Taylor Armbruster 
K-2 C CHURCH: Celene/Ashley Duley 
3-5 C CHURCH: Kayla Duley/Dom Catrino 
 
December 14, 2008  
GREETERS:  Janet Vallas/Shelli Shoop 
USHERS: Roland/Cathy Ekstrand 
LITURGIST:  Don Forrest 
ACOLYTES: Dom Catrino/Jared Ekstrand 
9 AM NURSERY: To be announced 
0-2 NURSERY:  Connie Johnston 
3-5 NURSERY:  Nancy Richard/Allie Johnston 
K-2 C CHURCH: Angie Tracy/Chelsea Morse 
3-5 C CHURCH: Lori Johnson/Erica Kane 
 
December 21, 2008  
GREETERS:  Mayme Moody/Veva Windish 
USHERS: Tom Morse/Jake Glenn 
LITURGIST: Mark Kemper 
ACOLYTES: Kaitlyn/Kyle Fuller 
9 AM NURSERY: To be announced 
0-2 NURSERY:  Michelle Forrest 
3-5 NURSERY:  Marni Stevens/Haleigh Forrest 
K-2 C CHURCH: Michelle/Ian/Taylor Armbruster 
3-5 C CHURCH: Karla Kane/Jake Ekstrand 
 
December 24 th, 2008 – Christmas Eve  
5 PM Service:   We need volunteers for Greeters, 
Ushers and Acolytes 
10 PM Service:   We need volunteers for Greeters, 
Ushers and Acolytes. 
 
December 28, 2008  
GREETERS:  Mary Howard/Sherry Powers 
USHERS: Celene Duley/Lavonne Rushing 
LITURGIST: Carol Kemper 
ACOLYTES: Gabby Haskell/Mia Stevens 
9 AM NURSERY: To be announced 
0-2 NURSERY:  Ashley Duley/Chelsie Forrest 
3-5 NURSERY:  Angie Tracy/Alex Vallas 
K-2 C CHURCH: Becky Hunt/Hannah Parm 
3-5 C CHURCH: Dean Hunt/Allie Johnston 
 

 


