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                                                  We are followers of Jesus                   
                                                  Connecting to God and       
                                                  One another, growing in  

               Faith and pouring our  
              lives Into serving others. 
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Upcoming Events: 
 
Oct. 2 6:30 p.m.  PPR Meeting 
 
Oct. 5 11:30 a.m. Share Sign Up 
 11:45 a.m. Membership Inquiry Mtg. 
 
Oct. 6 6 p.m. Women’s Small Group 
  (Meets each Monday @ 6) 
 
Oct. 7 6 p.m. Building Study Team 
 
Oct. 9 6:30 p.m. UMW Guest Night 
 
Oct. 10 6:30 p.m. Kane’s Small Group 
 
Oct. 11 5-9 p.m. Community Concert/ 
  Wiener Roast @ UMC 
 
Oct. 12 8a-5p.m. Volunteer Thank You  
  Day @ Camp Big Sky 
 
Oct. 13 5 p.m. PEO Dinner & Meeting 
 7 p.m. Manna Board Meeting 
 
Oct. 14 9:30 a.m. UMW Meeting 
 
Oct. 16 6:30 Downard’s Small Group 
 
Oct. 18 8:30 a.m. Work Day @ Camp Big 
  Sky (Meet at church) 
 9 a.m. Scrapbooking Workshop 
 
Oct. 19 6:30 p.m. Leadership Meeting for 
  Consecration Sunday 
 
Oct. 21 9:30 a.m. UMW Circle Meeting 
 
Oct. 24  Silent Auction Gift  
  Baskets Due @ Church 
 6:30 p.m. Kane’s Small Group 
 
Oct. 26 10:30 am Consecration Sunday 
 11:45 am Consecration Lunch 
 6 p.m. 4-H All Stars Meeting 
 
Oct. 28 10 a.m. Flu Shot Clinic 
 
Oct. 30 10 a.m. Methodist Well Mobile 
 12 noon Manna Meal 
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Leadership Dessert Night   - Sunday October 19, 6:30 p.m. 
   Consecration Sunday Worship  - Sunday Oct. 26, 10:30 a.m. 
      All-Church Dinner following worship, Sunday Oct. 26, 11:45 a.m. 



Pleasant Hill School 
Our mission project for low-income families in 
Peoria continues.  The collection box will 
continue to be in the lobby area for not just 
school supplies but also warm clothes, 
jackets, gloves, mittens, etc. to provide for 
children as we approach colder temperatures.  
We will continue to collect for Pleasant Hill 
school throughout the month of October. 
 
Camp Big Sky 
We will be participating in a work day at Camp 
Big Sky on Saturday, October 18, from 
9 a.m. to early afternoon .  The focus of the 
work day will be on closing down the camp for 
the season.  We will meet at the church at 
8:30 a.m. to carpool to the camp.  They are 
planning a wiener roast for lunch. 
  
Camp Big Sky is having a family day on 
Sunday, October 12 from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. for 
those who have volunteered at the camp and 
their families. Fishing, boat rides, games, kite 
flying and a cookout are some of the fun 
activities that will be available.  Sign-up sheets 
for both events will be in the foyer so we can 
let them know how many are coming. 
 
Midwest Distribution Center Work Day  
Our church is scheduled to help at the 
Midwest Distribution Center on Saturday, 
November 8 from 9 a.m. to noon .  We will 
meet at the church at 7 a.m. to carpool 
together to the center.  We will stop for a quick 
lunch on the way back and return to the 
church no later than 3 p.m.  A sign-up sheet 
will be in the foyer in the near future. 
 
Christmas Boxes  
We will again be packing shoe boxes for the 
Samaritan’s Purse Operation Christmas Child 
program on November 16 during the Sunday 
school hour. This project shares the Good 
News of God’s love with hurting children 
throughout the world with the simplest of gifts 
– shoe boxes filled with school supplies, toys 
and personal items that are packed by caring 
children and adults. A list of suggested items 

will be available soon and a box for donations 
will be in the foyer toward the end of October. 
We also need regular size shoe boxes with 
lids that come off to pack the items in. Our 
church will serve as a drop-off location for 
other groups that are participating in this 
program.  Packed shoe boxes accompanied 
by the appropriate postage should be at the 
church by November 16th.   (Jr. High Youth – 
you can earn points toward your t-shirt by 
participating in this mission project.) 
 

Church/Charge Conference  
There will be a church/charge conference with 
our District Superintendent, Jan Griffith, to 
review the past year and make plans for the 
future on Wednesday, November 19 at 
7 p.m.  here at the church.  We plan to have 
the Building Study Report available at that 
time. All members  of the church have a voice 
and a vote at the church conference. Please 
plan to attend this important meeting. 
 

Community Concert/Wiener Roast  
A community wide concert and wiener roast 
for families will be Saturday, October 11, 
from 5 to 9 p.m.  in the church backyard.  
There will be free hot dogs and beverages to 
eat, games for the kids, music by “No Access,”  
and an open stage/jam session. Todd Stevens 
and Russ Clark of EUMC are members of the 
band “No Access.”  Volunteers are needed to 
help serve and supervise. Join us for a fun 
evening and invite your friends and families. 
 

 
We extend our deepest sympathy to the loved 
ones of Marjorie Grist, the mother of Cheryl 
Whitehurst, who passed away on September 
20, and to the loved ones of Jack Graham, 
Pastor Mark’s father, who passed away on 
September 21. 

Consecration Sunday is Coming! 
Sunday, October 26 

 When it comes to church giving, there 
is only one question we really need to 
address:  What does God want me to do 
to grow in my faith?  Church giving is all 
about loving God -- nothing more, nothing 
less.  When we give faithfully, we honor 
God, we are challenged to grow as 
followers of Jesus, and we have the 
opportunity to make a difference for God’s 
Kingdom.       
 Our congregation’s finance committee 
has decided to utilize the Consecration 
Sunday stewardship program. 
Consecration Sunday is based on the 
biblical philosophy of the need of the giver 
to give for his or her own spiritual 
development, rather than on the need of 
the church to receive.  We see each other 
as devoted followers of Jesus Christ who 
consider giving an expression of our faith. 
Consecration Sunday encourages people 
to grow year by year by answering this 
question, “What percentage of my income 
is God calling me to give?”  During 
morning worship on Consecration 
Sunday, we are asking members and 
friends of the church to make their 
financial commitment to the total ministry 
of the United Methodist Church of 
Elmwood.   Every person who completes 
an estimate of giving card does so 
voluntarily by attending morning worship 
on Consecration Sunday.  No one is 
pressured or put on the spot if someone is 
reluctant to fill out a card.  We will not do 
any home solicitation to ask people to 
complete cards. 
 Pastor Ted Mitchell of Chillicothe will 
be leading this year’s Consecration 
Sunday. During morning worship on the 
26th, Pastor Mitchell will conduct a brief 

period of instruction and inspiration, 
climaxed by members making their 
commitments as an act of worship.   
 You are invited to a free catered 
meal immediately following the worship 
service on the 26th.  The entire family is 
welcome.  Members and friends of the 
church are included.  Reservations for 
the meal will be taken care of during 
worship on Sunday, October 12 and 
following.  Totals from the estimate of 
giving cards will be tallied and reported 
at the meal.  All estimate of giving cards 
will be handled confidentially by the 
financial secretary. 
 There will be no follow-up visits to 
have people complete their estimate of 
giving cards.  It is the hope of the 
finance committee that church members 
and friends will make every effort to be 
present for worship and dinner on 
Sunday October 26 th. 
   Consecration Sunday has been a 
high point for our congregation.  As a 
church we have moved away from just 
surviving and worrying about money to 
becoming a thriving congregation 
motivated by ministry for Jesus Christ.  It 
is our hope and prayer that this 
momentum will continue and our focus 
will remain centered in Christ.   
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Sunday School is in full swing for the fall 
session.  We offer classes for children Pre-K 
through 8th grade each Sunday morning 
beginning at 9 a.m. and ending at 10 a.m.  
The Pre-K through 5th grades are doing the 
“Live Big” program and the 6th through 8th 
grades are doing a new program entitled 
“Grapple.”  Pastor Mark is leading a bible 
study entitled “Words in Red” for the adults on 
Sundays at 9 a.m. that meets in the library. All 
are welcome to join any of the classes at any 
time, so if you haven’t yet checked out our 
Sunday morning ministry, we hope to see you 
soon. 
 

 
 
Sr. High Youth Group:   The Sr. High Youth 
Group is meeting weekly on Thursdays from 
6:30 to 8 p.m. at the church.  Their evening 
encompasses everything from eating to 
hearing a message to music and prayer.  All 
Sr. High youth are welcome to attend.  We 
would love for any adults interested in helping 
with the youth to join us as well.  You may 
contact Joe or Emily Webel at (217) 840-2470 
or e-mail emily@webelfarms.com for more 
information.  Thanks!   
 
Jr. High Youth Group:   A Jr. High Youth 
Group for 6th, 7th and 8th graders has been 
formed.  They are focusing on “how we can 
serve others” and have some fun in between.  
Unfortunately, their first group event – the 
wiener roast planned for September 14th at the 
Kane residence – got rained out.  The group is 
being led by Julie Parrish and Becky Bledsoe-
Hunt and you may contact either of them for 
more information.  
 
 

Young Disciples (Children’s Church):   Our 
children’s church program, teaching our 
children to be “Young Disciples,” meets during 
the 10:30 worship service.  This program is for 
K through 5th grade children.  If you are in 6th 
grade or older and would like to be a teacher 
or assist with this program, please contact 
Angie Tracy at 742-2020 to be put into the 
rotation schedule. 
 
Mom Squad:   The Mom Squad is meeting 
most Thursday mornings from 9 to 10:30 a.m. 
at the church.  We are still in need of more 
childcare workers.  Please contact Lori 
Johnson (742-4704) or the church office (742-
7221) if you would like to help. 
 

 
Women’s Small Group: Our Women’s Small 
Group will start with an introductory meeting 
on Monday evening, September 29, from 6 to 
7:30 p.m. and continue through November 
17th.  The Search for Significance by Robert S. 
McGee is the study we will be using.  It is 
directed at building your self-worth based on 
God’s truth.  This is a great opportunity to get 
to know other women in the church and grow 
in your relationship with Christ.  All women are 
invited to attend.  You may sign up at the 
church or by contacting Lori Johnson at 742-
4704 or ljohnson2428@hotmail.com.   
 
Kane Small Group:   The small group that 
meets at Lawrence and Karla Kane’s home 
resumes on Friday, September 26 at 6:30 p.m.  
They will meet either every other week or 
twice a month and the next group is October 
10 at 6:30 p.m. Their current study is entitled 
“The Life You Always Wanted” by John 
Ortberg.  The group is open to anyone 
interested and children are welcome to come 
with their parents. 

 
 

 
FLU & PNEUMONIA SHOT CLINIC  

 The Peoria City/County Health Department 
will hold a Flu & Pneumonia Shot Clinic at the 
church on Tuesday, October 28, from 10 to 
11:30 a.m.  Medicare Part B coverage or 
Medicaid will cover the cost of both vaccines.  
The clinic is for persons 50 years of age or 
older, persons under 50 years of age with 
chronic health conditions or for those who live 
with or care for high risk individuals. For more 
information, please call (309) 679-6060. 
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 The UMW will host their Guest Night on 
Thursday, October 9, at 6:30 p.m. at the 
church.  All women in the church are invited to 
attend, as well as your friends.  Please bring a 
salad or dessert to share.  You do not need to 
make reservations, but we will have a sign-up 
sheet in the foyer so we can have an 
approximate number that will be attending. 
Entertainment will be provided by “We Three 
and Those Two” (also known as Wayne 
Dalton, Bob Keefer, Jean Ann Plym, Jerry 
Wilson and Pastor Mark Graham).  Join us for 
an enjoyable evening. 
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 The UMW Fall Fair is just around the 
corner. It is planned for Saturday, November 
15, from 8:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. at the church.  
A Continental Breakfast will be served 
beginning at 8:30 a.m. and lunch beginning at 
11 a.m.  The menu for lunch will include 
homemade vegetable soup, Maid-Rites, pie 
and a drink.  Please bring your crafts, baked 
goods, candy, sewing, etc., to the church by 
Friday afternoon, November 14th. We will have 
sign-up sheets in the foyer for ground beef, 
pies, cakes and helpers. 

 There will also be a “Silent Auction” of gift 
baskets.  If you would like to donate a gift 
basket, please have it at the church by 
Friday, October 24, so they can be displayed 
for a couple of weeks in advance of the Fall 
Fair.  This is a great opportunity to purchase 
baked goods, Christmas crafts, and other 
items for holiday giving. 

Evelyn Dorich, UMW President 
 

Membership Inquiry Meeting  
 The Membership Inquiry Meeting that 
was scheduled for September 21 at 
11:45 a.m. has been rescheduled for 
October 5 at 11:45 a.m.   If you are 
interested in learning more about church 
membership or desire to become a member, 
please let Pastor Mark know. 

 
 
THANK YOU to everyone who donated pies 
and other baked good, worked at the tent or 
stopped by to purchase the goodies.  We 
had a very successful weekend thanks to all 
of you.      Lavonne Rushing 
 
THANK YOU to everyone who donated 
items for the Pancake Breakfast, helped 
cook, cleared and cleaned tables, cashiered, 
washed dishes, set up or cleaned up, came 
to eat all the great food, or helped in any way 
to make this breakfast a huge success.  We 
had a very steady line for most of the 
morning and served 237 people!  Thanks 
again for your support. 
 
THANK YOU to Central Butane Gas 
Company in Norris for donating the grill and 
propane for the pancake breakfast.  We 
really appreciate it. 
 
 



SERVING ON GOD’S TEAM 
10:30  AM WORSHIP  

 
October 5, 2008  
GREETERS: Bill/Carol Foster 
USHERS Jeremy/Denise Dalton 
LITURGIST:  Nancy Davis 
ACOLYTES: Erica/Sara Kane 
0-2 NURSERY:  Nancy Richards 
3-5 NURSERY:  Marni Stevens/Allie Johnston 
K-2 C CHURCH: Michelle/Ian/Taylor Armbruster 
3-5 C CHURCH: Lori Johnson/Chelsie Forrest 
 
October 12, 2008  
GREETERS: Don/Marilee Hurst 
USHERS:    Robert/Beverly Keefer 
LITURGIST:   Cathy Ekstrand 
ACOLYTES:  Gabby Haskell/Catie Tracy 
0-2 NURSERY:  Michelle/Haleigh Forrest 
3-5 NURSERY:  Michelle/Taylor Armbruster 
K-2 C CHURCH: Becky Hunt/Chelsea Morse 
3-5 C CHURCH: Dean Hunt/Ethan Callister 
 
October 19, 2008  
GREETERS: Jerry/Nancy Wilson 
USHERS: Danny/Marilyn Bowhay 
LITURGIST: Don Forrest 
ACOLYTES: Mike Bledsoe/Jake Callister 
0-2 NURSERY:  Denise Dalton 
3-5 NURSERY:  Cheryl Whitehurst/C. Morse 
K-2 C CHURCH: Karla Kane/Haleigh Forrest 
3-5 C CHURCH: Angie Tracy/Sara Kane 
 
October 26, 2008 – Consecration Sunday  
GREETERS:  Steve/Nancy Davis 
USHERS: Don/Marilee Hurst 
LITURGIST:  Tom Tracy 
ACOLYTES:  Mia Stevens/Alex Vallas 
0-2 NURSERY:  Robin/Miranda Furrer 
3-5 NURSERY:  Michelle/Ian Armbruster 
K-2 C CHURCH: Lisa Roberts/Dom Catrino 
3-5 C CHURCH: Emily Webel/Jake Ekstrand 

 
 
ATTENTION: If you are unable to serve on the day 
given, find someone from the list to trade with.  
Please let Lavonne Rushing or Michelle Armbruster 
(for nursery) know if you no longer wish to serve or 
if you wish to add your name to the list.   THANK 
YOU!  


